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The gift was presented by President Jiang Zemin to Chairman
Kim Jong Il who visited China in May 2000.

The Chinese president said that the name of the double-faced
embroidery “Heralding Spring” bore the deep meaning that
spring had come to Korea.

The embroidery, 200cm long and 100cm wide, is a
reproduction of the painting by a famous Chinese painter several
thousand years ago.
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President Megawati Sukarnoputri visited the DPRK in
March 2002 and presented the oil painting to Chairman
Kim Jong Il. The painting is 100¢m long and 120cm wide.
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The Cambodian king visited the DPRK in July 2004 and
presented two wood sculptures and two DVDs to Chairman
Kim Jong II.

The sculptures made of wood of the tree endemic to
Cambodia depict celestial dancers, guardians of ancient
culture of Cambodia. Apsara is worshipped in Cambodia as
the goddess of Khmer culture.

And the DVDs store the songs personally composed by the
Cambodian king.
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During his visit to the DPRK in October 2007 the Vietnamese
general secretary presented these gifts to Chairman Kim Jong Il.

The Vietnamese people have long regarded the Van-mieu,
the first university of the feudal state of Vietnam and the
architectural structure representing the time-honoured history
and culture of the nation, as a symbol of national wisdom and
resourcefulness. Therefore, they think it the highest honour to
present gifts portraying the Van-mieu to the most respected persons.
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Xi Jinping, vice president of the PRC and member of the
Standing Committee of the Political Bureau of the CC of
the CPC, visited the DPRK in June 2008 and presented the
lacquered folding screen to Chairman Kim Jong II.

He paid special attention to selecting the gift and had the
traditional Chinese lacquerwork prepared.

The lacquered folding screen inlaid with gold dust, a
specialty of Yangzhou in China, depicts the life of the people
in Bianjing (present Kaifeng in Henan Province), which was
the capital of the Bei Song of China.

18

A b e e e b e e e e i

International Friendship Exhibition House 19



Gifts Presented to Chairman Kim Jong Il

During the visit to the DPRK in September 2004, the
Chinese party and government delegation presented the
ceramic vase embossed with nine dragons to Chairman
Kim Jong Il. In China the dragon has been the symbol of
wisdom and courage from ancient times, and nine dragons
are considered to be the best.

The ceramic vase which is applied by the method of
lacquering, the traditional craftsmanship of Fujian Province
boasting a history spanning 300 years, retains the features
of three major handicrafts of China—classical beauty of
Jiangdezhen ceramics, mystery of Fuzhou eggshell porcelain,
and lustre of Beijing Jingtailan pottery.
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Qingtian-s@e carving “Great Success” and | f > , (J f /J - . ( 3
ceramic work “Peach of Happiness and Longevity” / . ' / ’ - -

From State Councillor and Minister of Public Security of the
People’s Republic of China (February 2011)
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