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The Eighth Political Bureau meeting of the Eighth Central 
Committee of the Workers' Party of Korea was convened at the 

office building of the Party Central Committee on May 12. 
Kim Jong Un, general secretary of the Workers' Party of Korea, 

was present at the meeting. 
Attending the meeting were members of the Presidium of the 

Political Bureau of the WPK Central Committee and members 
and alternate members of the Political Bureau of the Party Central 
Committee. 

Present there as observers were officials in the state emergency 
epidemic prevention sector and some commanding officers of the 
Ministry of National Defence. 

The General Secretary presided over the meeting.
First, the Political Bureau discussed an issue of convening the 

plenary meeting of the Party Central Committee. 
Adopted at the meeting with unanimous approval was a decision 

of the Political Bureau of the WPK Central Committee on convening 
the Fifth Plenary Meeting of the Eighth Party Central Committee 
early in June to make intermediate summing-up of the execution of 
the Party and state policies in 2022 and discuss and decide on a series 
of important issues. 

Next, the Political Bureau discussed the issue of coping with the 
situation of an epidemic prevention crisis facing the country. 

The meeting adopted a 
decision of the Political 
Bureau of the WPK Central 
Committee on switching the 
state emergency epidemic 
prevention effort to the top 
emergency system to deal 
with the prevailing crisis.

Eighth Politburo Meeting of 
Eighth WPK Central Committee Held 

Special 
   Report

2022. 6 2022. 62 3



It recognized as follows: 
The most serious state emergency incident has occurred that a hole 

was broken in our emergency epidemic prevention front which has 
firmly been defended for two years and three months from February 
2020.

The state emergency epidemic prevention command and  
relevant units deliberated over the results of strict gene arrangement 
analysis of the analyses collected from persons with fever of an 
organization in the capital on May 8 and concluded that it coincided 
with omicron mutated virus BA.2 which has recently spread worldwide 
rapidly. 

The meeting notified the participants of the state of its spread 
across the country and suggested and deliberated urgent measures to 
hold the strategic initiative in the epidemic prevention campaign in 
the future. 

It admitted that it is necessary to switch the state epidemic 
prevention system to the top emergency epidemic prevention system 
to cope with the prevailing situation.

Adopted at the meeting was a decision of the Political Bureau of 
the Central Committee of the WPK on switching the state emergency 
epidemic prevention effort to the top emergency system to deal with 
the prevailing crisis. 

Concluding the meeting, General Secretary Kim Jong Un laid 
down the principles to be thoroughly maintained in the emergency 
epidemic prevention work and tasks to be tackled for it. 

He outlined and analyzed the current epidemic prevention crisis 
created in the country and noted that the top emergency epidemic 
prevention system is mainly aimed at stably containing and controlling 
the spread of COVID-19 that made inroads into the country and 
quickly curing the infected persons to eradicate the source of its 
spread in the shortest possible time. 

Pointing out that the more dangerous enemy of us than the malicious 
virus are unscientific fear, lack of faith and weak will, he affirmed 

that we will surely overcome the current sudden situation and win 
victory in the emergency epidemic prevention effort as we have strong 
organizing ability with which the Party, government and people are 
single-mindedly united and high sense of political awareness and self-
consciousness of all the people that have been fostered and cemented 
during the prolonged emergency epidemic prevention campaign.

He ardently appealed to all the people and officers and men of 
the People's Army to triumphantly conclude the great epidemic 
prevention campaign with firm confidence and great redoubled efforts 
and thus defend to the end our precious lives and future with our faith, 
will and unity. 

The respected General Secretary ardently appealed to all the people and officers and men of the People’s Army to triumphantly 
conclude the great epidemic prevention campaign with firm confidence and great redoubled efforts and thus defend to the end our 
precious lives and future with our faith, will and unity.
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Kim Jong Un, general secretary of the Workers' Party of Korea and 
president of the State Affairs of the Democratic People's Republic of 
Korea, visited the state emergency epidemic prevention headquarters 
on May 12.

Making the rounds of the command rooms of the headquarters, he 
examined the epidemic prevention situation in a day after the state 
epidemic prevention work was switched over to the top emergency 
epidemic prevention system to cope with the prevailing epidemic 
prevention crisis, and learned about the nationwide spread of COVID-19.

He reiterated the importance of the work of all provinces, cities and 
counties across the country to take steps for isolating all working, 
production and residential units from each other while locking down 
their areas and providing their inhabitants with every convenience in 
curbing the spread of the malignant virus.

As he repeatedly stressed, the initiative in the epidemic prevention 
work is the life, he said, underlining the need to immediately and 
thoroughly carry out the articles of the decisions of the Political Bureau 
of the Party Central Committee for actively and firmly taking hold of 
the good chance of winning the epidemic prevention campaign and thus 
quickly contain the spread of the epidemic.

The public health and emergency epidemic prevention sectors should 
closely observe the characteristics of the course of diseases of persons 
with fever, rapidly apply scientific treatment methods and tactics as 
demanded by the specialized directive and take additional state measures 
for supplying medicines, he said.

He specified detailed tasks to be tackled, including the issue of 
enhancing their operational and commanding capabilities for the 
epidemic prevention work of their regions and units at the emergency 
epidemic prevention units at all levels and making full preparations 
for promptly coping with the situations facing them and the issue of 
scrupulously forming forces to ensure the promptness and scientific 
accuracy in the epidemic prevention work.

The General Secretary 
clarified the determination, will 
and strategy and tactics of the 
Party Central Committee to 
victoriously lead the epidemic 
prevention war.

Kim Jong Un Visited State Emergency 
Epidemic Prevention Headquarters
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The Political Bureau of the Central Committee of the Workers’ 
Party of Korea convened a consultative meeting at the office 

building of the Party Central Committee on May 14 to overhaul the 
top emergency epidemic prevention system under operation and take 
additional political and practical measures.

Kim Jong Un, general secretary of the Workers' Party of Korea, 
guided the meeting.

The Political Bureau first heard a report by the state emergency 
epidemic prevention headquarters on the spread of the infectious 
disease as of May 13.

The report referred to the data on the spread of the disease in every 
region and unit and the characteristics of its progress, and notified 
that in most cases the loss of life was caused by mistakes like 
overdosing of drugs, being unaware of scientific medical treatment 
methods.

The Political Bureau discussed political and practical measures for 
rapidly curbing and controlling the nationwide spread of the disease 
so as to firmly hold the strategic initiative.

May 14, 2022

Kim Jong Un Guided Consultative Meetings  
of Political Bureau of Central Committee of WPK

The meeting focused on the issue 
of timely supply of reserve medicines, 
which would be urgently released 
as required by the top emergency 
epidemic prevention system. 

The General Secretary suggested 
to the Party committee of the WPK 
Central Committee to send reserve 
medicines prepared by his family to a 
family in difficulty.
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The meeting focused on the issue of timely supply of reserve 
medicines, which would be urgently released as required by the top 
emergency epidemic prevention system.

It held an in-depth discussion of the ways to minimize the losses of 
lives by reasonably applying scientific treatment tactics and methods to 
different patients including fevered persons with special constitutional 
conditions and timely cope with the disease spread while observing its 
progress more closely.

Stressing again the rationality and efficiency of the regional blocking 
and unit-isolation steps taken by the Party and government actively and 
decisively, he called on the emergency epidemic prevention units at all 
levels to more scrupulously organize the operation for and command 
over the epidemic prevention work in their regions and units to surely 
reverse the trend of the spread of the disease.

In order to overcome the present public health crisis quickly, it is 
important to raise public awareness of scientific epidemic prevention, 
he noted, calling upon the curative and preventive and other relevant 
organs to scrupulously organize the work for informing the broad 
masses of the people of the general knowledge needed for the prevention 
and treatment of the epidemic, produce diverse presentations and 
programmes for improving the understanding of the masses at the same 
time and widely disseminate them through mass media.

He also stressed that Party organizations at all levels should 
resolutely turn out in the campaign for defending the people with 
boundless devotion and invariable loyalty to them and always become 
the vanguard, shock brigade and bulletproof wall in the present acute 
anti-epidemic war.

The virtues and feelings of helping and taking care of one another 

which prevail our society in any adversities are the key to and guarantee 
of great victory in the epidemic prevention campaign, which is more 
powerful than any latest medical science and technologies, he said, 
calling upon all the Party organizations to scrupulously conduct the 
organizational and political work so that our best communist virtues 
and beautiful traits, which no one on earth can possess or imitate, 
are given fuller play in the present difficult and rigorous epidemic 
prevention campaign.

Noting that the time has come when our Party Central Committee 
will prove its leading role once again in the face of the trials of history, 
he said that it is time for us to more deeply realize for what we are 
needed and for whom we have to fight at the cost of our lives, and 
that our Party will bravely discharge its important responsibility and 
duty and take full responsibility for the security and safety of the 

country and people by displaying infinite loyalty and devotion, and 
repeatedly expressed his determination and will to win great victory 
in the epidemic prevention campaign without fail.

Saying that he was donating reserve medicines prepared by his 
family to the Party committee of the WPK Central Committee out of 
his resolution to always share his destiny with the people and with a 
fervent prayer that peace and laughter would settle again in all families 
across the country at an early date, he asked the Party committee to 
send the medicines to a family in difficulty.

The meeting also discussed such issues as taking practical measures 
for quickly strengthening the material and technological foundations 
of the public health sector and taking legal measures for waging a 
fierce struggle against all negative practices hindering the emergency 
epidemic prevention efforts.

The respected General Secretary said that just as the worldwide spread of COVID-19 is very serious, the spread of this malignant disease can be claimed 
to be a great upheaval in our country since the founding of the DPRK, but we can surely overcome the crisis if we do not lose balance in carrying out 
the epidemic prevention policy but maintain the strong organizing ability and control based on the single-minded unity of the Party and the people and 
intensify the epidemic prevention campaign.
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The Political Bureau of the Central Committee of the Workers' 
Party of Korea convened an emergency consultative meeting 

again on May 15 to discuss measures to fight the epidemic.
Kim Jong Un, general secretary of the Workers' Party of Korea, 

guided the consultative meeting.
Attending the meeting were members of the Presidium of the 

Political Bureau of the WPK Central Committee and members 
and alternate members of the Political Bureau of the Party Central 
Committee.

Present there as observers were officials of the state emergency 
epidemic prevention sector and a leading official of the Ministry of 
Public Health.

The Political Bureau heard the report of the state emergency 
epidemic prevention headquarters on the spread of the epidemic as 
of May 15.

The meeting intensively discussed the issue of reexamining 
the nationwide anti-epidemic situation after the state epidemic 
prevention system was switched over to the top emergency anti-
epidemic system and quickly correcting the deviations revealed in 
the supply of medicines.

Referring to the supply of medicines throughout the country, the 
respected General Secretary analyzed the current situation in which 
the Political Bureau of the Party Central Committee had issued 
an emergency order to immediately release and timely supply the  
state reserve medicines to swiftly contain and control the spread of 
the epidemic and an order for all pharmacies to switch over to the 
24-hour operation system, but the system was not yet mobile, the 
orders had not yet been carried out properly and medicines had not 
been supplied to pharmacies in time.

May 15, 2022
The General Secretary issued a 

specific order of the WPK Central 
Military Commission for immediately 
stabilizing the supply of medicines in 
Pyongyang Municipality by committing 
the powerful forces of the military 
medical field of the People’s Army.
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He pointed out a series of deviations revealed in the overall 
anti-epidemic work and took practical measures for correcting them 
immediately.

He said that if all leading officials do not exert themselves and 
fully display their fighting spirit, extraordinary ability and wisdom, 
they cannot take the strategic initiative in the ongoing anti-epidemic 
war.

Stressing that officials should not allow any slightest imperfection 
and vulnerable points by maintaining high tension and vigilance in 

the acute anti-epidemic war and scrupulously organizing and guiding 
every work in a scientific way, he said that they should lead the anti-
epidemic campaign with effective work and beneficial results.

The meeting also discussed the issue of improving the state's 
administrative control over the emergency anti-epidemic work, 
the issue of thoroughly ensuring hygienic safety of medicines at 
pharmacies, the issue of further strengthening legal control over the 
anti-epidemic work and the issue of enhancing the state's capability 
for coping with crisis.

On the basis of the detailed analysis of the present anti-epidemic 
situation of the country, he discussed ways for enforcing the anti-
epidemic policies more efficiently and indicated the orientation and 
goal for the immediate struggle.
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He dropped in at pharmacies in 
Taedonggang District and learned in detail 
about the supply and sale of medicines.

He acquainted himself in detail 
with what kind of medicines had been 
supplied to them after the top emergency 
epidemic prevention system was put into 
operation, whether medicines had been 
kept as required by regulations, whether 
the pharmacies had been turned into a  
24-hour service system, whether they held 
consultations with patients, what kinds 
of antipyretics and antibiotics they had 
and what kinds of medicines inhabitants 

demanded most now and how much they 
cost.

He stressed the need to correct the 
vulnerable points in the medicine supply 
system and take strong measures for 
transporting medicines.

Noting that today's anti-epidemic 
campaign is that of the people, for the 
people and by the people, he repeatedly 
called on all the officials to make selfless, 
devoted efforts for the good of the people 
with the mindset that they would bear full 
responsibility for the security and wellbeing 
of the country and the people. 

Just after ending the consultative meeting of the Political Bureau of the WPK Central Committee, 
the General Secretary visited pharmacies in Pyongyang Municipality to acquaint himself with the supply of medicines.
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The Political Bureau of the Central Committee of the Workers' 
Party of Korea convened a consultative meeting at the office 

building of the Party Central Committee on May 21 to discuss the 
matters relating to the readjustment and reinforcement of the present 
state anti-epidemic capacities and preparations for the Fifth Plenary 
Meeting of the Eighth Party Central Committee. 

Kim Jong Un, general secretary of the Workers' Party of Korea, 
guided the meeting. 

First, the meeting discussed the issue of more effectively 
engineering and executing the anti-epidemic policies of the Party 
and the state in line with the overall situation in which the spread of 
the epidemic is being stably contained and controlled. 

The respected General Secretary outlined and analyzed the 
results of the anti-epidemic work in the past nine days after the start 
of the anti-epidemic war. 

He stressed the need to maintain the current favourable turn on 
the overall anti-epidemic front by continually and rapidly regulating 
and optimizing the state anti-epidemic policy in keeping with 
the developments and mapping out the state strategy and tactics 
accordingly and to take all possible steps for revitalizing the overall 
economy at the same time. 

The meeting discussed the issue of setting up district medical 
treatment centres for planning and commanding medical service to 
cope with the epidemic and deploying medical forces throughout the 
country in a balanced way, the issue of establishing medicine supply 
centres and bases in Pyongyang Municipality, all provinces, districts 
and counties and improving the efficiency, speed and safety of the 
supply of medicines, the issue of positively using Koryo medicines 
with great efficacy in the treatment, the issue of enhancing the 

May 21, 2022
The General Secretary said that it 

is necessary to grasp the inefficiency 
of the statewide work through an 
acute consideration and create 
an opportunity to achieve signal 
development of the state capacity 
for coping with crisis.
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production capacity of pharmaceutical factories and increasing the 
variety of essential and reserve medicines and the issue of strongly 
taking fundamental measures for further cementing the material and 
technical foundations of the public health sector, and took relevant 
policy-oriented measures. 

Next, the meeting discussed the issue of dispatching practical 
guidance teams to each province to conduct a general survey of the 
execution of the Party and state policies for the first half of the year 
2022 as part of the preparations for the Fifth Plenary Meeting of the 
Eighth Party Central Committee.

Saying that the struggle to implement the Party's line for the 
comprehensive development of socialism should constantly be 
pushed ahead without interruption together while continuously 
waging the high-intensity state emergency anti-epidemic campaign, 

the respected General Secretary said that the practical guidance 
teams should be organized for surveying, according to each region 
and sector, the execution of the Party and state policies assigned at 
the Fourth Plenary Meeting of the Eighth Central Committee of the 
WPK with members of the Political Bureau of the Party Central 
Committee. 

The meeting decided to organize the practical guidance teams 
involving members of the Presidium of the Political Bureau 
and secretaries of the Party Central Committee as the main force 
and officials from the relevant departments of the Party Central 
Committee as well as necessary persons from the Cabinet and the 
judicial and prosecutorial sector, and made detailed arrangements to 
allocate the areas where the respective teams will have to work and 
their duties.

The issue of dispatching practical guidance teams 
to each province to conduct a general survey of the 
execution of the Party and state policies for the first 
half of the year 2022 as part of the preparations for 
the Fifth Plenary Meeting of the Eighth Party Central 
Committee was discussed.
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The Political Bureau of the Central Committee of the Workers’ 
Party of Korea convened a consultative meeting at the office 

building of the Party Central Committee on May 29.
Kim Jong Un, general secretary of the Workers’ Party of Korea, 

guided the meeting.
The Political Bureau first heard a report of the state emergency 

epidemic prevention headquarters on the situation of the spread of 
the epidemic as of May 28.

Reported to the Political Bureau were the epidemic spread 
situation in each region, the characteristics of the course of the 
disease, various analysis data, the supply of medicines and the 
experiences in treatment.

The Political Bureau heard the results of the state-sponsored 
study and explication of the first place of the outbreak of the disease 
and the route of its spread before discussing the relevant issues.

It made a positive evaluation of the epidemic situation being 
controlled and improved across the country and discussed the issues 
of continuously stabilizing and improving the overall anti-epidemic 
situation while further consolidating the experiences gained in the 
early period of the anti-epidemic work.

The Political Bureau deliberated on the issue of effectively and 
promptly coordinating and enforcing the anti-epidemic regulations 
and guidelines in keeping with the current stable situation as to the 
epidemic spread.

The meeting heard the accounts of the technical guidance teams’ 
activities for the mid-term review of the execution of the Party and 
state policies set forth at the Fourth Plenary Meeting of the Eighth 
Party Central Committee and discussed important issues concerning 
the preparations for the Fifth Plenary Meeting of the Eighth Party 
Central Committee.

It also studied and discussed the orientations of other state affairs.

May 29, 2022
The Political Bureau deliberated 

on the issue of effectively and 
promptly coordinating and 
enforcing the anti-epidemic 
regulations and guidelines in 
keeping with the current stable 
situation as to the epidemic spread.
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A meeting of the Presidium of the Political Bureau of the Central 
Committee of the Workers' Party of Korea was held at the office 

building of the Party Central Committee on May 17.
Kim Jong Un, general secretary of the Workers' Party of Korea, 

directed the meeting.
The meeting made an analysis of the current state of the health 

crisis, studied and discussed the enforcement of the immediate anti-
epidemic policy and the orientation for executing the Party and state 
policies under the top emergency anti-epidemic situation.

It also examined a report on the execution of the Party and state 
policies for the first half of this year as of May 17 before discussing 
the documents and agenda item on an organizational matter to be 
submitted to the Fifth Plenary Meeting of the Eighth Party Central 
Committee.

It discussed the issue of helping the Party organizations at all 
levels, leading officials and officials of the state organs enhance 
their role with firm will, confidence, boundless devotion and 
responsibility and achieve remarkable progress in implementing the 
policies of the Party Central Committee by holding fast to its unified 
leadership as their lifeline and thus play a leading role in building the 
socialist economy and national defence and overcoming the severe 
health crisis. Importantly discussed at the meeting was the issue of 
further enhancing the functions and role of the Secretariat and all 
departments of the Party Central Committee.

The General Secretary made an important conclusion in regard 
to the implementation of the Party and state anti-epidemic policy at 
present.

Saying that redoubled efforts should be made to stabilize the 
people's life, he stressed the need to more scrupulously organize the 
work for providing living conditions and supplying daily necessities 
and make every effort to meet the inhabitants' demand for medical 
treatment and ensure the conditions for it as much as possible.

The crisis we have faced offered a test board to distinguish 
between merits and demerits of all working systems of our state, he 
noted, stressing that we should correctly scrutinize all the phenomena 
of the emergency situation and take measures from the critical and 
developmental point of view, unconditionally unify the thoughts and 
actions of all Party organizations, power organs and all sectors of 
society with the decisions and orders of the Party Central Committee 
and make them keep unified pace with the Party Central Committee 
voluntarily and obligatorily in all state activities.

He affirmed that he would inspire the whole Party to turn out like 
an erupting volcano once again under the state emergency situation 
to make the tested leadership peculiar to our Party verified by the 
history and times and make the Party fulfil its responsibility and 
thus defend the wellbeing of the country and the people without fail 
and demonstrate the strength and spirit of heroic Korea to the whole 
world once again.  

Meeting of Presidium of Political Bureau
of WPK Central Committee Held
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Kim Jong Un, general secretary of the Workers’ Party of Korea 
and president of the State Affairs of the DPRK, visited the bier 
of Marshal of the Korean People's Army Hyon Chol Hae, general 
adviser to the Ministry of National Defence of the DPRK and  
winner of the Order of Kim Il Sung and the Order of Kim Jong Il, 
on May 20 to express deep condolences over his death.

He was accompanied by members of the Presidium of the Political 
Bureau of the WPK Central Committee, members and alternate 
members of the Political Bureau of the WPK Central Committee, 

members of the WPK Central Military Commission, leading 
officials of the Ministry of National Defence, commanders of the 
KPA services and commanders and political commissars of the army 
corps. 

A wreath in the name of Kim Jong Un was laid before the bier 
of the deceased. Also placed there were wreaths in the name of the 
WPK Central Committee, the WPK Central Military Commission, 
the Standing Committee of the DPRK Supreme People's Assembly 
and the DPRK Cabinet.

Kim Jong Un paid a silent tribute to the memory of Hyon 
Chol Hae, a veteran of the armed forces organ of the DPRK and a 
trustworthy revolutionary who performed distinguished feats all his 
life in the sacred struggle to defend the sovereignty of the nation 
and the supreme interests of the country with the single-hearted and 
boundless loyalty and the spirit of devoted service to the Party, the 
revolution, the country and the people.

He went round the bier of the deceased with bitter grief over the 
loss of the precious revolutionary comrade who left an indelible 

and remarkable trace in Party building and the development of 
the revolutionary armed forces with absolute loyalty to the leader, 
transparent revolutionary principles and uprightness.

All the Party members, men and officers of the KPA and 
people should follow his loyalty and revolutionary faith, always 
remembering the brilliant life of the veteran revolutionary that had 
been recorded as a gold star in the glorious history of feats of the 
revolutionary armed forces, he stressed.

He expressed his deep condolences to the bereaved family.

Kim Jong Un Expressed Deep Condolences 
over Death of Hyon Chol Hae
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