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state's war deterrent is the supreme revolutionary task, a political 
and military priority task to which our Party and government attach 
utmost importance.

The General Secretary also learned about the construction of the 
Academy of Space Science and a cosmic environment experiment 
centre.

He said that it is our Party's important strategic and tactical policy 
on bolstering the national defence capability to keep a close eye on 
and distinguish the character of hostile military actions against the 
DPRK committed by the aggression troops of US imperialism and 
its vassal forces in and around the Korean peninsula and enhance 

the capability for controlling situation and improve the rapid 
counteraction capability of the armed forces of the state according to 
the relevant situations. And he set forth the militant goals related to 
the development and operation of the reconnaissance satellite in the 
period of the five-year plan to implement this policy.

He expressed high expectation and belief that the space and 
national defence scientific research sectors would fully demonstrate 
the heroic mettle of the defence science group remaining boundlessly 
faithful to the Party and revolution by rising up in the scientific 
research campaign to thoroughly carry out the strategic plan of the 
Party Central Committee and making strenuous efforts.

Kim Jong Un said that the development of a reconnaissance 
satellite is the protection of our sovereignty and national 
interests, the exercise of the legitimate rights to self-defence 
and the elevation of national prestige.
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Kim Jong Un stressed the need to turn the launching ground, 
associated with our state’s great dream and ambition for a space 
power, into an ultramodern advanced base and a starting line of 
space conquest for the future suited to the prestige of the DPRK.
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General Secretary Kim Jong Un 
made the rounds of different places of the 
construction site to learn in detail about the 
actual state of construction.

He expressed satisfaction over the 
spectacular view of the street, saying that 
the Party's idea on architectural beauty 
calling for thoroughly embodying the Juche 
character, national identity and modernity 
has correctly been carried out.

He said with pride that it is an obvious 
demonstration of the validity of our Party's 
idea on architectural beauty, potentiality of 
the Juche-based self-supporting economy 
and invincibility of the single-minded unity 
of our Party and the people that we have 
successfully built 10 000 modern flats by 
our own efforts in a short span of time.

Highly appreciating again the efforts 
made by the builders to ensure a high level 

of the design and construction of houses, he 
extended warm gratitude on behalf of the 
Party and government to all the builders for 
contributing to opening up a new phase of the 
capital city construction and demonstrating 
the development of the capital city to the 
whole world.

He said with great satisfaction that 
we will shortly see the people cutting a 
ribbon themselves and moving into new 

houses and that his another wish would be 
fulfilled, calling for the perfect completion 
of the housing construction by the Day of 
the Sun (birth anniversary of President  
Kim Il Sung).

He specified important tasks that would 
serve as guidelines for more grandiosely 
and splendidly sprucing up the capital city 
as befits the political, economic and cultural 
centre of the powerful socialist country.
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ICBM Hwasongpho-17 travelled up 
to a maximum altitude of 6 248.5km 
and flew a distance of 1 090km  
for 4 052s before accurately hitting 
the pre-set area in open waters of  
the East Sea of Korea.

Striking demonstration 
of great military 

muscle of Juche Korea

New-type ICBM 
Test-launched
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The huge entity representing the invincible power of the DPRK 
soared into space.
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The missile, launched at Pyongyang 
International Airport, travelled up to a 
maximum altitude of 6 248.5km and flew 
a distance of 1 090km for 4 052s before 
accurately hitting the pre-set area in open 
waters of the East Sea of Korea.

The test launch clearly proved that 

all the parameters of the weapon system 
exactly met the design requirements and 
that its prompt operation can be guaranteed 
scientifically, technically and practically 
under wartime environment and conditions.

Kim Jong Un said with pride that the 
emergence of the new strategic weapon of the 

DPRK would make the whole world clearly 
aware of the power of our strategic armed 
forces once again, that the event would be 
an occasion for convincing the world of 
the modern feature of our strategic forces 
and further consolidating the foundation of 
guarantee for and confidence in security of 
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The Hwasongpho-17-type weapon system 
was completed as a symbol of Juche power 
and the creation of self-reliance, a core strike 
means and a reliable nuclear war deterrent 
of the DPRK strategic forces.
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the state based on it, and that the successful 
development of the new-type ICBM, the 
complex of ultra-modern defence science 
and technology, is a striking manifestation 
of the might of our independent defence 
industry that started and developed by our 
own strength.

He said that this miraculous victory is a 
priceless victory won by the great Korean 
people who have unconditionally upheld our 
Party’s lines for building up the self-reliant 
defence and the nuclear force while pooling 
their efforts for the security of the country 
and the eternal well-being of the future 
generations despite all kinds of difficulties.

Noting that steadfast is the strategic 
choice and determination of our Party and 
government to keep bolstering the powerful 
nuclear war deterrent qualitatively and 
quantitatively so as to ensure the security 
of the country and cope with all kinds of 
potential crises in the future, he said that 
to possess incomparably superior military 
attack capabilities means possessing the 
most reliable war deterrent, national defence 
capabilities. The DPRK would as ever focus 
all state efforts on increasing the defence 
capabilities on a top priority basis, he said, 
declaring that this is the resolution made by 
our Party for the defence of national dignity, 
sovereignty and peace and for the eternal 
well-being of the country and the future 
generations and a noble choice made by our 
people themselves.

He affirmed that the strategic forces of 
the DPRK are fully ready to thoroughly curb 
and contain any dangerous military attempts 
of the US imperialists.

He had a photo taken with combatants 
of the Red Flag Company and major 
defence science officials who contributed to 
demonstrating the strategic position of the 
DPRK to the world.
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Kim Jong Un said that this miraculous victory is a priceless victory won by the great Korean people who have unconditionally 
upheld our Party’s lines for building up the self-reliant defence and the nuclear force while pooling their efforts for the security 

of the country and the eternal well-being of the future generations despite all kinds of difficulties.
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The Editorial Board of the Korea Pictorial introduces the sacred career and invaluable 
exploits of President Kim Il Sung, who devoted his all for the prosperity of the country, 
wellbeing of the people and the victorious advance of the cause of independence of mankind. 
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all those hardships with a high sense of 
responsibility that if they were frustrated, 
Korea could never be revived, in the spirit 
of fortitude with which to destroy the enemy 
and win back the country at any cost, and 
with the affection for and trust in comrades 
and people. 

When he fought in the vast expanse of 
the Mt Paektu area, with steel-strong faith, 
will, courage and confidence and by dint of 
his adroit military tactics of appearing from 
out of nowhere and disappearing again, the 
enemy trembled in constant fear but all the 
Korean people revered him as the sun of the 
nation and the saviour of their destiny. 

The anti-Japanese fighters who grew up 
into revolutionaries in his embrace fought 
death-defyingly with firm determination to 
destroy the enemy at any cost and dedicated 
their youth and life without hesitation. 

Upholding the line of national resistance 
advanced by the President, Korean patriots 
and other people turned out in the war 
against the Japanese imperialists and were 
closely rallied under the banner of the anti-
Japanese national united front. 

In the historic period when the great event 
of national liberation was drawing near, 
Kim Il Sung put forward the strategic plan 
of combining the general offensive of the 
KPRA with an all-people uprising and joint 
operations behind enemy lines, and made 
strenuous efforts for its implementation.

He saw to it that secret camps and 
resistance organizations were expanded in 
the homeland and reconnaissance activities 
conducted briskly in the enemy rear, in order 

to achieve the country’s liberation through 
nationwide resistance with the KPRA as the 
leadership core. 

On the order of Kim Il Sung, the KPRA 
units made a thrust into the homeland, like 
surging waves, wiping out the Japanese 
aggressor troops, and in response to them, 
people’s armed corps and armed resistance 
organizations attacked the enemy and 
destroyed their establishments.

On August 15, 1945, the Japanese 

imperialists surrendered and the whole 
country resounded with the cheers for 
national liberation. 

Under the leadership of Kim Il Sung, a 
peerless patriot, the Korean people greeted 
the day of national liberation they had been 
awaiting so eagerly. 

Text: Kang Su Jong

Kim Il Sung among the Korean People’s Revolutionary Army soldiers (in the middle of the front row)

Mutiaotun in Xiaoshahe, Antu County, China, 
where Kim Il Sung proclaimed the founding of the AJPGA

The flag when the AJPGA was founded

Kim Il Sung with commanding officers of the KPRA (in the centre)
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The Korean people greeted the historic day 
of national liberation, thanks to the victory in 
the anti-Japanese revolutionary struggle led by  
Kim Il Sung 

Unconditional surrender of Japanese imperialism on August 15, 1945

Kim Il Sung’s handwriting on the operational 
plan for the final offensive to liberate Korea

The KPRA soldiers making full preparations 
for the great event of national liberation
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