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2 By reflecting boundless trust, friendship feelings2

Close ties forged between the two countries, the DPRK and Russia, have 
a long history and tradition.

In the past century the peoples of the two countries were closely united 
with the feeling of comrade-in-arms through the great wars for Korea’s 
liberation and national defence, and this friendship was further consolidated 
and developed on the road of fighting for the common cause.

After founding the Democratic People’s Republic in liberated Korea, 
President Kim Il Sung opened a new chapter of history of external relations 
with the close neighbour, consistently adhering to the principle of mutual 
respect, complete equality and mutual benefit.

He paid an official goodwill visit to the Soviet Union in Juche 38(1949) 
and met with members of the Soviet leadership including I. V. Stalin. 
During his tour of the country, he signed the agreement on economic and 
cultural cooperation, the first agreement between the DPRK and the USSR, 
heralding a new history of relations between the two countries.

At the talks with Stalin and other members of the Soviet leadership, 
he expressed deep gratitude to them for always extending invariable 
support and encouragement to the Korean people in their effort to build 
a new society overcoming all manner of challenges at home and from 

abroad and built friendship with the Soviet leadership on the basis of 
deep trust and understanding.

In September Juche 42(1953) immediately after the furious Fatherland 
Liberation War, he visited the Soviet Union and conducted energetic 
external activities to provide international environment for the peaceful 
settlement of the Korean issue. The Soviet government and people expressed 
firm solidarity with the heroic Korean people who defeated the formidable 
imperialist enemy.

Even in the vortex of complicated international situations, he paid visits 
to the Soviet Union over a dozen times covering a long distance and put 
his heart and soul, generosity and painstaking effort into achieving the 
independent reunification of Korea, regional stability, peace and prosperity, 
strengthening the socialist forces and promoting friendship and unity.

For decades since he paid his first goodwill visit to the vast expanse of 
the Soviet Union as head of the DPRK, President Kim Il Sung had made 
an immortal contribution to the development of friendly and cooperative 
relations between the two countries. His exploits will go down in history 
along with the chronicle of the DPRK-Russia friendship that goes on in the 
new century.
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1949
February 22-April 7

Kim Il Sung pays official goodwill visit to USSR

Premier Kim Il Sung paid an official goodwill visit to the Union of 
Soviet Socialist Republics from February 22 to April 7 Juche 38(1949), 
leading a government delegation of the DPRK and conducted active 
diplomatic activities on the principle of mutual respect and equality. 

At the meeting with I. V. Stalin and other Soviet leaders he expressed 
his view on the issues arising in economic and cultural construction in the 
DPRK, the necessity to conclude agreements with the USSR in different 
fields, the situation of south Korea and the political issues requiring 
immediate settlement by the joint efforts of the two countries and both 
sides reached a consensus of opinions based on warm trust.
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Premier Kim Il Sung reviews a guard of honour on arrival in Moscow leading the DPRK government delegation.
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Kim Il Sung visits the Lenin Mausoleum. 
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Banquet is given in the Kremlin of Moscow to  
welcome Premier Kim Il Sung to the Soviet Union

At the grand banquet he gave in the 
Kremlin in honour of Kim Il Sung, 
Stalin said in a speech delivered in 
front of the members of the DPRK 
government delegation and the party 
and government leaders of the USSR:

“As they have held the national hero, 
Comrade Kim Il Sung, as their leader, 
the Korean people have been able to 
embark on the building of new society 
by taking firm hold of sovereignty 
before all others in the colonial Orient.”  
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Premier Kim Il Sung meets with N. M. Shvernik, president of the Presidium of the Supreme Soviet of the USSR.
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Premier Kim Il Sung signs the agreement on economic and cultural cooperation between the DPRK and the USSR at the signing ceremony.
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Kim Il Sung visits different places in Moscow

Kim Il Sung looks round a housing construction site in Moscow.
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Premier Kim Il Sung in the Moscow Metro.
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Kim Il Sung tours Leningrad

Premier Kim Il Sung on arrival in Leningrad.



22
A Great Chronicle of DPRK-Russia FriendshipFebruary 22-Apri l  7,  Juche 38(1949) 

Premier Kim Il Sung visits different places 
in Leningrad including Trubetskoy Fortress and 
Zhdanov Children’s Palace.



Kim Il Sung pays official goodwill visit to USSR 
at the invitation of its government

Premier Kim Il Sung on an official visit to the Soviet Union in 
September Juche 42(1953) put forward a proposal for convening a 
political conference for the peaceful settlement of the Korean issue 
and conducted energetic diplomatic activities in order to create 
an international environment for peace and stability on the Korean 
peninsula and in the region. 

1953 
September 4-28
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Premier Kim Il Sung delivers a speech in front of Yaroslavl 
Railway Station upon arrival in Moscow.
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Premier Kim Il Sung poses for a photograph after holding talks with G. M. Malenkov, chairman of the Council of Ministers of the USSR.
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Premier Kim Il Sung reviews a guard of honour at 
Moscow central airport before leaving the USSR after 
wrapping up his visit.


