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A new hospital was built in the city of Samjiyon, Ryanggang Province, Democratic People’s 

Republic of Korea, and opened to the public in October Juche 109 (2020).

Furnished with all modern medical equipment at its Internal, Surgical, Pediatric, Obstetrical and 

Gynaecological and all other departments and put on a high level of IT basis, the hospital has an access 

to the telemedicine system. It has all the components, including the well-conditioned in-patient ward, 

rehabilitation rooms, kids’ playing area and even an indoor park.

It provides medical service not only to the local people but also to the people from other parts of the 

country, who visit Mt Paektu.



Free medical care is a lawful right for all the 
people of the DPRK.

The state enforced the free medicare system 
at its expense in January Juche 42 (1953), when 
the war to defend its sovereignty and independ-
ence against the armed aggression by the impe-
rialist forces (June 1950-July 1953) was at its 
height. 

As the material and technical foundations of the public health sector further devel-
oped with the vigorous promotion of socialist construction, this system developed into a 
complete and universal free medicare system in Juche 49 (1960).

Universal Free Medicare System
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Koryo medicine is the traditional medicine of the Korean 

nation.

This medicine has contributed to preventing and treating 

various diseases by means of biological resources abundant in 

the country and acupuncture, moxibustion, massage and other 

unique therapies. Having developed to suit the living customs 

of the Korean people and their physical constitution, it has 

characteristics distinguishable from the traditional medicine of the East Asian countries in terms of 

theory and therapy.

Today it is subdivided into branches of internal medicine, pediatrics, obstetrics and gynaecology, 

acupuncture, epidemiology, otorhinolaryngology, ophthalmology, diagnostics, pharmacology, tonics 

and so on.
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The hospital provides telemedicine service in 
contact with the Pyongyang Maternity Hospital, 
Kim Man Yu Hospital and other central hospitals.



In the DPRK the district doctor system has been in force since the 1960s. The system, aimed 

at preventing and treating diseases by doctors in charge of a certain residential area, has further 

developed as a medical service network was established, which covers not only the capital city, 

provinces, counties and ri (dong)–the terminal administrative units–but also factories and other 

enterprises, and the number of medical workers increased.

The doctors go to the households and workplaces under their charge and provide various 

kinds of medical service, like arranging the hygienic improvement of the working and living 

environment and conditions and taking measures for preventing and treating diseases.


