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Korea is located in the Korean peninsula projecting from the east of Eurasia towards the Pacific Ocean. It is bounded
by the continent on the north and by sea on the east, west and south.

It lies between 124°10'45"E. (western tip of Pidan Island of Sindo County, North Phyongan Province) and 131°52"22"E.
(eastern tip of Tok Islets of Ullung County, North Kyongsang Province) and between 33°06'45"N. (southern tip of Mara
Island of Sogwipho, Jeju Province) and 43°00'33"N. (northern tip of Phungso-ri of Onsong County, North Hamgyong
Province).

In terms of latitude, the peninsula extends for about 10° southwards from the middle of the temperate zone in the
northern hemisphere.

The territory consists of the Korean peninsula and 3 644 islands around it.

Its total area is 224 252km?, inclusive of 5 851km? of islands.

The Democratic People’s Republic of Korea (northern half of the Korean peninsula) covers an area of 123 214km?
and the southern half, 101 038km?.

The territorial waters stretch seawards for 12 nautical miles from the starting line of counting.

The territorial airspace is as high as the globally-recognized lowest orbit of artificial satellite.
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Korea is a mountainous country.

The mean height of the land is 442m above sea level.

The highlands are 176 404km? (78.7% of the whole territory) and the lowlands are 47 848km? (21.3% of the whole
territory).

The Great Packtu Mountains stretch from Mt Paektu to Kujae Peak on the south coast, constituting the spinal mountain
range and spreading many branches, thereby forming a system of mountain ranges. Soaring on the Paektu Mountains is
Janggun Peak (2 750m), the highest peak in Korea.

Korea abounds in tablelands like the Paektu, Paengmu and Kaema tablelands and basins like the Kanggye and Hoeryong
basins. There are also many underground scenic spots like the Ryongmun Cave and Songam Cavern.

Pyongyang, Ryongchon, Yoltusamcholli and other plains are found mostly in the lower reaches of long rivers on the
west and south coasts and in coastal areas.

The coastlines are long and very indented.

Korea has diverse landforms such as alpine areas, plateaus, plains, basins, river valleys, coasts, karsts and aeolian soil.

Korea is located in the temperate zone, and the four seasons—spring, summer, autumn and winter—are clearly defined.

o

The average annual temperature is 10 degrees Centigrade
and average annual precipitation is 1 000 to 1 200 millimetres.

The climate is influenced by typical seasonal winds. In
winter clear weather prevails due to the cold northwest winds,
and in summer south and southeast winds blow in, bringing
heavy rainfall, and sultry weather lingers on, whereas in
spring and autumn, the continental and oceanic seasonal
winds alternate each other, thereby the direction of wind is
indefinite and warm and cold weather is prevalent.
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Mt Paektu, the highest mountain in Korea and called the sacred
mountain of the revolution and the ancestral mountain of the
Korean nation, rises 2 750 metres above sea level in the northern
part. Lake Chon on the mountaintop, one of the largest alpine lakes
in the world, is 9.16km? in area and 384 metres deep at the deepest.
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Situated in the east of the Korean peninsula, Mt Kumgang is the
most famous mountain in Korea. It is blessed with many peaks,
myriads of fantastic rocks, soaring cliffs, deep valleys, spectacular
waterfalls, pools and superb seascape.
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Mt Myohyang is situated in the northwest of Korea.

The majestic and queer peaks, crystal-clear streams and waterfalls
and dense forests present a fantastic view. A lot of historical remains
are preserved in the mountain.
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Mt Chilbo, called Kumgang in Hambuk (North Hamgyong
Province) from olden times, is famous for its precious beauty with
waterfalls, forests, seascape and sculpture-like rocks.
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Mt Kuwol lies in the western part of the Korean peninsula.

The thick forests and deep valleys, limpid and swift streams
meandering through the valleys and waterfalls blend well with one
another, unfolding an unusual natural beauty.
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Compared to its territory, Korea is rich in spas and mineral springs. Famous spas are Kyongsong, Onpho,
Ryonggang, Yangdok, Outer Kumgang, Sinchon, Unsan, Talchon, Songhwa, Ongjin, Paechon and Kilju.

. The spring in Ongjin is the highest in temperature (103-104°C), and the amount of spring yield is the largest
Ry‘gngnﬁ"n Cave" in Sokthang.
TR ] - Famous mineral waters include those in Sambang, Changsong, Kangso, Okhodong, Kwangmyong, Chimgyo,
) " L% Taedong and Okryu. The mud in Lagoon Sijung and some other places is efficacious for medical treatment.

jA% Songam Cavern
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Ganoderma Pine mushroom

Animal species that have been registered up to now amount to 11 038, of which 1 535 are vertebrates. Beasts number
97, birds 457, reptiles 27, amphibians 16, and fish 860. There are over 30 species of animals indigenous to Korea including
tiger, Korean water-deer, white-bellied black woodpecker, Fumeces coreensis, Rana plancyi Lataste and Rana chosenica. J
There are 9 737 species of plants. Among them, seed plants are 3 290 species and spore-bearing plants 6 447 species.
The flora in the country is relatively more diverse than that in many other countries in terms of composition of species.
Korea has over 400 kinds of minerals underground. Of them, over 200 kinds are of great industrial significance.
It abounds in ferrous and non-ferrous metal resources like iron ore, manganese, chromium, titanium, copper, lead, zinc,

nickel, tungsten, molybdenum and gold. Iron ore deposits amount to billions of tons, and rare earth resources in great
demand worldwide are also found in profusion.
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Koreans are a nation with a 5 000-year history. They have lived on this land generation after generation
through the primitive, slave-owning and feudal societies since the birth of mankind.

Originated in the Taedong River basin centring on Pyongyang in the primitive ages, they founded Ancient
Joson, or called Tangun’s Joson as its founder-king was Tangun, the first ancient state in the history of Korea.
Experiencing rises and falls in the long period since then—Koguryo, the first feudal state, Koryo, the first
unified state, and the feudal Joson dynasty, the last feudal state—they developed their indigenous economy,
culture, science and technology.

In the course of evolution from ape-man to palaeolithic man, and then to neolithic man, they created a
primitive culture. And from the ancient days, when they created the Taedonggang Culture, to the modern
days, when the feudal Joson dynasty existed, they rendered a substantial contribution to human civilization
and development by demonstrating outstanding talent and wisdom in astronomy, meteorology, geography,

medicine, handicraft, architecture, fine arts and other fields.

The mural tombs of Koguryo, the first metal types in the world
(late 11™ century to the early 12" century), 80 000 Blocks of
the Complete Collection of Buddhist Scriptures, Chomsongdae
Observatory, the first observatory in the world, turtle ship, the
first armour-clad ship in the world, Chugugi, the first rain gauge
in the world, Koryo celadon, a treasure of the world, and other
items of their cultural heritage are widely known in Asia and the
rest of the world.

Entering the 20™ century, Koreans were reduced to colonial
slaves owing to the military occupation of their country by the
Japanese imperialists (1905-1945).

As Kim Il Sung put an end to the national suffering by leading
a 20-year-long, arduous anti-Japanese revolutionary struggle to
victory and achieving the historic cause of national liberation
(August 15, 1945) and built a new society where the people
became its masters, the brilliant history of socialist Korea began
and it greeted a new era of national prosperity.
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Mural tomb of Koguryo
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Mausoleum of King Wang Kon,
founder of Koryo
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Mausoleum of King Tongmyong,
founder of Koguryo
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1 : Feudal states
S aye-owmng Qs Koguryo (277 BC-AD 668)
Ancient Joson (early 30* century BC-108 BC) Packie (late 1% century BC-AD 660)

Puyo (mid-15" century BC-219 BC) Silla (middle of early 1% century-935)
Kuryo (mid-15" century BC-277 BC) Palhae (698-926)

Jinguk (before 12 century BC-AD early 1* century) Koryo (918-1392)
Feudal Joson dynasty (1392-1910)
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Drawings of four guardians in the three tombs in Kangso (mural tombs from the mid-7® century of Koguryo)
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Part of the historical remains in Pyongyang, the capital of Tangun’s Joson and Koguryo
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Part of the historical remains in Kaesong, the capital of Koryo
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Pyongyang cold noodles

R AR Ogokpap

Korean food is divided largely into usual diet, traditional dishes and drinks.

The usual diet consists of staple foods and side dishes.

One kind of traditional staple foods is pap (boiled cereals). There are different kinds of pap including rice pap, ogokpap
(made with five cereals), yakpap (glutinous rice mixed with sugar, jujube, chestnut, pine-nut and sesame oil), pibimpap
(boiled rice mixed with side dishes) and kimpap (rice rolled in laver).

Other staple foods indigenous to the nation include #fok (similar to rice-cake), noodles and so on. There are scores of
kinds of #fok including chalttok (glutinous rice-cake), songphyon (half-moon-shaped rice-cake, stuffed with beans and
steamed on pine needles), swiumttok (fermented rice-cake), siruttok (steamed rice-cake), etc.

Noodles are served not only in usual diet but also during birthday parties and wedding ceremonies. Pyongyang cold
noodles are so famous that a saying goes, “Do not say you’ve been to Korea if you failed to eat Pyongyang cold noodles.”

Side dishes are soy sauce, bean paste, soup and kimchi. Among them soy sauce and bean paste are indispensable in diet.
Warm soup is usually served for breakfast and supper, and often cold soup in summer days.

Kimchi is the most renowned traditional dish of Korea. It is known far and wide for its efficacy in health and longevity
as it contains plenty of vitamins and other nutrients.

Among Korean dishes are exquisite drinks such as tea, hiwachae (honey juice with fruits in it), sikhye (sweet rice drink),
liquor, a fruit punch (made of honey, dried persimmon, pine nut and cinnamon), a sweet drink (prepared with rice and
malt), scorched-rice tea, etc. Liquors include yakju, thakju and soju, all made by fermenting cereals.

Renowned brands of Korean liquor are Pyongyang Soju, Pyongyangju, Kamhongno Liquor, Taephyong Vodka, Kaesong
Koryo Insam Liquor, Wild Insam Liquor and Paektusan Bog Bilberry Liquor.

Traditional sweets include taffy, kwajul (fried cake made of wheat flour, honey and oil), yumilgwa (oil-and-honey
pastry), kangjong (fried glutinous rice), tasik (patterned savoury cake), suksilgwa (food made of steamed jujube or
chestnut mingled with cinnamon powder, pine-nut powder and honey) and jonggwa (fruit jam).

Koreans take it for granted for elders to take spoons before young people. At the table the host takes the spoon first and
helps the guest to take food, putting delicious and rare dishes near him and helping him have his full. He also tries to create
a harmonious ambience for the guest to feel at home and avoids finishing the meal before his guest.
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Costume and Dwelling
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From olden times the Korean garments that were invented in the course of labouring life and have developed as suited
to the national character had clear distinctions between the male and female clothes. Koreans were simple, plain and
cultured in their attire, and always dressed clean and tidy. The colour and form of clothes varied according to age groups,
and summer clothes were mostly white.

The major traditional costume of Korean women is chima and jogori.
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The traditional dwelling of Koreans is a one-storey house with ondol (underfloor heating).

The structure of such dwellings differs a little from province to province, but something they have in common is the
heating system, ondol. The floor with flat stones, when heated, keeps the room warm, and a chimney leading through the
roof keeps the room air fresh and clean.

The present urban communities are dominated by high-rise apartment houses, whereas in the rural villages one-storey
houses with ondol heating system are common.

There is a peculiar custom related to dwelling. When one moves to a new house, neighbours help him carry his household
goods, present a box of match or a gourd as a souvenir and wish him a happy life.

When entering the room, they put off their shoes. In the room, young people offer their seniors the warmest part of the
floor in winter and the coolest part in summer.
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The ideal of the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea is to regard the people as the driving force of politics and make
politics serve them. Proceeding from infinite love for and trust in the people, it guarantees their position as masters of the
state and society and ensures that they perform the role of the motive force of the revolution and construction. Thanks to
this people-centred socialist politics, the Korean people take an active part in state administration and social activities,
enjoying every right, and are leading a worthwhile and happy life filled with confidence in and optimism about their
bright future.
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FHEAWEE Mansudae Assembly Hall

The Supreme People’s Assembly is the highest organ of state power in the DPRK. In other words, it exercises the
legislative power.

It is composed of deputies elected on the principle of universal, equal and direct suffrage by secret ballot.

The State Affairs Commission is the supreme policy-oriented leadership body of state power.

The Chairman of the State Affairs Commission of the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea is the supreme leader of
the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea representing the state.

The Chairman of the State Affairs Commission of the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea, as the commander-in-
chief of the armed forces of the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea, commands and directs all the armed forces of
the state, directs the overall affairs of the state, personally guide the work of the State Affairs Commission, ratifies or
rescinds major treaties concluded with other countries, exercises the right of granting special pardon, proclaims a state of
emergency, a state of war and mobilization order within the country, and issues orders.

Supreme Leader Kim Jong Un is the Chairman of the State Affairs Commission of the DPRK.

The Cabinet is the administrative and executive body of state power and organ of overall state administration.
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Patriotic Song

1. Shine bright, you dawn, on this land so fair,

The country of three thousand ri,

So rich in silver and in gold you are,

Five thousand years your history.

Our people ever were renowned and sage,
And rich in cultural heritage,

And as with heart and soul we strive,
Korea shall forever thrive!

Our people ever were renowned and sage,
And rich in cultural heritage,

And as with heart and soul we strive,
Korea shall forever thrive!

2. And in the spirit of Mount Paektu,

With love of toil that shall never die,
With will of iron fostered by the truth,
We’ll lead the whole world by and by.
We have the might to foil the angry sea,
Our land more prosperous still shall be,
As by the people’s will we strive,
Korea shall forever thrive!

We have the might to foil the angry sea,
Our land more prosperous still shall be,
As by the people’s will we strive,
Korea shall forever thrive!
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E1 A= National flower: Magnolia blossom
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The capital city of the DPRK is Pyongyang.

In Pyongyang, the cradle land of the Korean nation and the heart of the Korean revolution, there are Mangyongdae,
where President Kim Il Sung was born and fostered the lofty aim of revolution, and the Kumsusan Palace of the Sun,
where Kim Il Sung and Kim Jong Il lie in state.

There are also the buildings of the Central Committee of the Workers’ Party of Korea that organizes and guides all
victories of the Korean people and the government of the DPRK.

Pyongyang is not only the political centre of the country but the hub of science, education and culture. It has modern
heavy industry, light industry and developed agriculture.

At the centre of the city is Kim Il Sung Square, and there are many streets in various directions, such as Mansudae,
Ryomyong, Mirae Scientists, Changjon, Chollima, Pipha, Ragwon, Chongnyon, Changgwang, Pulgun, Sungni, Kaeson,
Kwangbok, Thongil, Munsu and An Sang Thaek, in which stand many modern architectural structures, high-rise apartment
houses, and monumental edifices.

What attract public attention are the statues of Generalissimos Kim Il Sung and Kim Jong Il erected on Mansu
Hill, Tower of the Juche Idea, Arch of Triumph, Statue of Chollima, Monument to Victory in the Fatherland Liberation
War, Monument to Party Founding and Monument to the Three Charters for National Reunification. Pyongyang has
a number of monumental structures that demonstrate architectural beauty, including the Korean Revolution Museum,
Three-Revolution Exhibition House, Korean Central History Museum, Korea Fine Art Museum, Victorious Fatherland
Liberation War Museum, Grand People’s Study House, Sci-Tech Complex, Pyongyang Grand Theatre, People’s Theatre,
Taedongmun Cinema House, Pyongyang Koryo Hotel, Yanggakdo International Hotel and Pyongyang Subway.

Pyongyang is, literally, a city in a park. The Rungna People’s Recreation Ground, Mangyongdae Amusement Park,
Amusement Park of Kaeson Youth Park and Taesongsan Recreation Ground covered with green foliage, and picturesque
Moran Hill, Taedong River, Pothong River and Ryongaksan Recreation Ground are cultural resorts frequented by
Pyongyang citizens.

Pyongyang has many historical relics and remains.
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FXTME HRRER, HERFEXARKFMEKENERE

Great Leader Kim Il Sung, Eternal President of the DPRK

FXME %%EHHM,%ﬁﬂmR%mE%
AR FTFENARLFMEKIENEBERESER

Great Leader Kim Jong Il, Eternal General Secretary
of the WPK and Eternal Chairman of the National
Defence Commission of the DPRK

























































































































































