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NEW YEAR ADDRESS

January 1, 1958

Dear comrades and friends,

Having seen out the significant year of 1957 and on welcoming in
the new year 1958, | would like to offer, on behalf of the Central
Committee of the Workers’ Party of Korea and the Government of the
Democratic People’s Republic of Korea, my warm felicitations to you.

1957 was a year of brilliant victory for us. Today our people are
looking back upon last year’s grand success and achievements with
great joy and pride.

Last year they reconstructed completely the severely devastated
national economy, and entered a new stage of socialist economic
development.

In carrying out the decision of the December 1956 Plenary Meeting
of the Central Committee of the Workers’ Party of Korea, remarkable
changes took place in our people’s life.

All the people have rallied more closely around the Workers’ Party
of Korea and the Government of the Republic and their political
enthusiasm has reached an unprecedented level. Our working people in
all fields of the national economy displayed unparalleled creativity and
performed feats in their work. The struggle for increased production
and economical management has evolved into a mass, nationwide
movement in the true sense of the word.

The shining victory in the Second Supreme People’s Assembly
election showed how fervently the masses love and trust the Party and
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the Government, and demonstrated their high degree of political
enthusiasm.

We achieved a remarkable success in the fulfilment of the
assignments for 1957, the first year of the First Five-Year Plan.

Industrial output last year increased by more than 40 per cent over
the previous year, surpassing the prewar level by 180 per cent. All
ministries and industries, without exception, exceeded their industrial
production targets.

In 1957, the total grain output grew to 3.2 million tons which was
an increase of nearly 400,000 tons compared with the preceding year.
Every province exceeded its grain production target.

In town and country the economic foundations of socialism have
been further consolidated. The socialist cooperativization of
agriculture in our country is nearing victorious conclusion. Ninety-five
per cent of all the peasant households have already been affiliated with
agricultural cooperatives.

All this represents the great victory our people won last year.

Our country is now advancing vigorously along the road of
socialism. Our people’s life has become more happy and pleasant in all
aspects.

Last year, we encountered many difficulties in economic
construction. The US aggressors and the traitorous Syngman Rhee
clique resorted to all sorts of slander and abuse, and intensified their
subversive and sabotaging activities in order to undermine socialist
construction in the northern half of Korea.

No difficulty, no obstacle, however, could check our advance. Our
people defeated the enemy’s desperate offensive, and heroically
overcame all difficulties arising in economic construction.

The big success and victories we achieved in 1957 demonstrate the
great vitality of the policies of the Workers’ Party of Korea and the
Government of the Republic and the inexhaustible creative ability of
our people. They also encourage our people to confirm their conviction
of a bright future and to stimulate their sense of national pride.

Today we have new possibilities of rapidly developing the national
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economy and further improving the people’s living standard.

On this basis, the Cabinet of the Demaocratic People’s Republic of
Korea decided on an average ten per cent increase in the basic wages of
all factory and office workers from January 1958. This is another proof
that our working people’s life is improving steadily.

I send warm felicitations and thanks to our workers, peasants and
the rest of the people who scored great achievements in their struggle
for socialist construction.

Internationally, too, 1957 was a year replete with great victories for
the forces of peace and socialism.

All the international events last year have shown that at present
socialism is winning a decisive victory in the world arena.

The Soviet people registered history-making results in the building
of communism, and the Soviet Union grew stronger. She completed
the development of an intercontinental ballistic missile and launched
two man-made earth satellites for the first time in the world.

In all the People’s Democracies the national economy made rapid
progress and the people’s living conditions changed for the better.

The socialist camp including the Soviet Union and the world
communist movement rebuffed the offensive of international reaction
and united more firmly under the banner of Marxism-Leninism and
proletarian internationalism.

In 1957, progressive people throughout the world commemorated
grandly the 40th anniversary of the Great October Socialist
Revolution. The commemoration of this occasion and the Conference
of Representatives of Communist and Workers’ Parties both held in
Moscow displayed the unbreakable unity of the socialist camp and the
internationalist solidarity of the world communist movement.

On behalf of all the Korean people, | extend sincere felicitations to
our friends of the Soviet Union and all other fraternal countries for
their great victories. We wish them greater success in the new year.
The Korean people will, in the future too, strive for closer friendship
and solidarity with them.

Comrades,



1958 will be a year of greater victories for us. The Korean people
have no doubts about this. We all greet the new year with clear
prospects and firm confidence in victory.

Our national economy will develop to a higher level, and the
people’s living standard will be further improved.

The 1958 national economic plan envisages that the total industrial
output value would grow by over 22 per cent and the total grain yield
by some 2 per cent compared with 1957. This year, in urban and rural
areas, we must build new houses with a total floor space of more than 4
million square metres, and many educational and cultural
establishments as well.

Success in the 1958 assignments would bring us onto a height to
realize the Five-Year Plan.

We should scale such a height without fail in the new year.

Of course, it is not an easy task. But the Korean people would
undoubtedly exceed this year’s targets as they did last year.

The policies of our Party and Government are correct and all the
people support them unanimously. The Party, the Government and the
people are united in an unbreakable manner. And this unity will
become more solid in future. The patriotic enthusiasm of the masses is
soaring, and their creative ability is being brought into play more fully.
We went through the precious experience of reconstructing the
seriously destroyed economy and of pushing it forward last year to a
higher level of development. We now have our own foundations for
socialist industry and cooperativized socialist agriculture.

The peoples of the Soviet Union and other fraternal countries are
also giving us support and encouragement.

We are confident that 1958 will bring about immense progress in
the socialist construction of the Korean people.

The colonial, predatory policy of the US imperialists and the
reactionary rule of the traitorous Syngman Rhee clique in south Korea
are now collapsing, and their plight will become worse in future.

The south Korean people are ushering in the New Year amidst
unbearable sufferings. Year after year, their misfortunes increase still
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further. The broad sections of the masses realize very well that they
will not be able to live any longer under the domination of the US
imperialists and the traitorous Syngman Rhee clique.

In south Korea, the patriotic forces aspiring for the peaceful
reunification of the country are growing in strength.

We firmly believe that encouraged by socialist construction in the
northern half of Korea, the workers, peasants and all other patriotic
forces in south Korea will participate more courageously in the
struggle for peaceful national reunification.

We must unite all our forces and devote all our energies to the
struggle for the country’s peaceful reunification and socialist
construction. In this way we will make the year 1958 a year of further
prosperity for our country and a year of greater victories for our people.



THE CINEMA SHOULD HAVE GREAT
APPEAL AND MOVE AHEAD
OF THE REALITIES

Speech to Cinema Artists
January 17, 1958

In the past years you, the cinema artists, have produced many good
films in response to the Party’s policy on creating works of socialist
realism.

The feature film “The Unfinished Battle” is a good production
made at a time when the whole Party is engaged in a struggle against
counter-revolutionary elements.

This film has many good points.

Firstly, it came out at an opportune time.

Secondly, it not only shows vividly the beautiful appearance of
Pyongyang which is rising magnificently. Its content is also good in
that the man who infiltrated from south Korea on an espionage mission
is moved deeply and feels the joy of labour when he sees the throbbing
realities of the northern half of Korea, thus becoming ready to start his
life afresh. This stands out in contrast to the film “Brothers” in which
the man is forced into a diving-bell against his will.

Thirdly, it is also of value in educating the intellectuals. It shows the
devoted service of intellectuals to the Party and the people and, in
particular, the high service of the medical workers.

Fourthly, another merit of the film is that it is so made as to play an
instructive role in increasing the revolutionary vigilance of the people.
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Fifthly, yet another merit of the film is that all its scenes are
beautiful.

But this production has its shortcomings, too. The film has failed to
represent skilfully the process of the hero’s reformation in the
circumstances where the two diametrically different social systems of
the north and the south of Korea are shown in contrast. It also has not
depicted truthfully the process of the hero’s class awakening.

The recent film “The Orang River” is also well made. | think this
film, which portrays the People’s Army soldiers and people fighting
courageously in defence of the country, would help educate the
working people in the spirit of socialist patriotism. But it also has a
drawback in that it has failed to show clearly the struggle of the
peasants who had received land after liberation and who risked their
very lives to defend the democratic system in the northern half of
Korea.

Although success has been achieved to some degree in the
production of films in the past years, our cinematic art still falls short
of the Party’s demand. Today our country is in the upsurge of the
socialist revolution and the building of socialism, but our cinematic art
fails to keep pace with the developments. So far our films have only
depicted the historical facts of the people’s struggle; they have failed to
play properly the leading role in educating and mobilizing the people
while moving ahead of the realities. Take an example. In our
countryside agricultural cooperativization today is nearing completion,
but the films play no part, worthy of merit, in promoting
cooperativization. Films are not coming out at the opportune time, but
rather are like a guest following at the heels of the realities. In short,
films are failing to play a mobilizing and educating role as they should.

Like the leading article of the Party paper, the cinema should have
great appeal and move ahead of the realities. Thus, it should play a
mobilizing role in each stage of the revolutionary struggle.

The cinema is a powerful means of visual information and
motivation in the hands of our Party. Films can be shown to large
numbers of people at various places at a time, and they can show
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visually, in a vivid way, historical facts and events covering a long
period in a comparatively short time. So, in educating the working
people, films are more effective than novels or newspapers, and more
advantageous than plays that have stage limitation. There is no further
need to say that the cinema is the most important and powerful means
of mass education of all the various forms of arts. The question is to
make more films which have high appeal, which are ahead of the
realities and which meet the requirements of our Party and people.

Cinema artists should produce a large number of films which would
be of help in equipping the cooperative farmers with the revolutionary
thinking of the working class.

Socialist reorganization of the economic forms has been nearly
completed in our countryside, but the thinking of the farming
population has not yet been remodelled along socialist lines. It is,
therefore, very important today to reform their outdated thinking in a
socialist way. Our films should make a positive contribution to the
socialist remoulding of their thinking.

Furthermore, cinema artists should produce many films on the
subject of education in socialist patriotism.

At the enlarged plenary meeting of the Party Central Committee in
December 1957, we strongly emphasized the question of strengthening
the education in socialist patriotism among the Party members and
working people.

Our Party gives major emphasis to the question of education in
socialist patriotism because a large part of our youth have grown up
without going through hardships and have little knowledge about the
landlords and capitalists. Without knowing what a hard life their
parents lived in the past society of exploitation and how cruelly the
landlords and capitalists sweated the working people, the young people
cannot have a deep love and faith in their socialist homeland and the
people’s government. Only when they are clearly informed of the true
nature and wickedness of the landlords and capitalists as exploiters can
they struggle with devotion to safeguard the gains of the revolution and
accelerate the building of socialism.

8



Our Party also considers education in socialist patriotism as an
important question because we are now confronted with the task of
accomplishing the anti-imperialist, anti-feudal democratic revolution
in south Korea while accelerating socialist construction in the northern
half of Korea. Giving the working people and, in particular, the youth
in the north a clear idea of the reactionary essence of the system of
exploitation and of the wickedness of the landlords and capitalists is
indispensable for them to come out bravely in the struggle against the
class enemy and for national reunification. And the people in the south
should also be thoroughly enlightened on the exploiting nature and
viciousness of the landlords and capitalists. This is essential to induce
them to participate in a body in the struggle for national reunification.

The patriotism we advocate is socialist patriotism. It simply would
not do to refer vaguely to patriotism. Today even the puppet clique in
south Korea are raving about “patriotism”. In the name of “patriotism”
they preach implicit “allegiance” to the anti-popular “government”
which defends the interests of the exploiting classes. Contrary to this,
our patriotism is socialist patriotism which calls for defending and
caring for the socialist system and the government of the workers and
peasants and showing undivided loyalty to the Party, the working class
and the people. Socialist patriotism alone is true patriotism, that is,
genuine love for one’s country and people.

Cinema artists should contribute to the education of the working
people in the spirit of socialist patriotism by making more productions
which expose the exploiting nature and wickedness of the landlords
and capitalists. Able artists should take an active part in the production
of films dealing with socialist patriotism and acquit themselves well in
directing, acting and shooting.

In order to make many films which have high appeal and which go
ahead of the realities, cinema artists should have a high sense of Party
spirit, working-class spirit and loyalty to the people.

Party spirit is nothing less than working-class spirit and loyalty to
the people. Without Party spirit there can be no working-class spirit
and loyalty to the people. Therefore, one who is lacking in Party spirit
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cannot fight devotedly for the working class and the people.

In the past we, the communists, were able to fight unyieldingly for a
long time against Japanese imperialism without fear of prison and
gallows because we had strong Marxist-Leninist revolutionary
principles and self-confidence. It is because all our activities are
strictly based on Party principles that our Party has been doing its work
well without committing errors ever since liberation. The same can be
said of the creative activities of the artists. Only when cinema artists
carry on their creative work with a high sense of Party spirit,
working-class spirit and loyalty to the people and strictly on the
revolutionary principles would they be able to produce good films
conducive to our revolutionary cause.

To advocate pure art is an expression of art for art’s sake. Artists
should not create art for art’s sake; they should create art for the Party
and the revolution, for the working class and the people. To do so, they
should eliminate all outdated thoughts from their minds. At present, all
artists, without exception, are influenced more or less by remnants of
outdated ideas. Cinema artists should strive to eliminate the remnants
of old ideas as soon as possible and acquire a high sense of Party spirit,
working-class spirit and loyalty to the people.

While strengthening the ideological struggle for rooting out the
outdated ideas still surviving among the cinema artists, we should send
them to Party schools to study and to factories and farms to learn and
harden themselves in the realities of life. At present, writers are out on
the actual scenes of action, and they have achieved considerable
success in receiving revolutionary stimulation.

Though young, our working class has a very strong Party and
revolutionary spirit. The workers of the Hwanghae Iron Works have
reconstructed their war-demolished factory in a very short space of
time. They have reconditioned the blast furnace and coke oven; we say
“reconditioned’’, but in fact, it is little short of a new construction.
When the resolution of the plenary meeting of the Party Central
Committee in December 1956 was made public, too, our working class
united themselves into one movement to implement it. At that time, we
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went to the workers and had a talk with them about how to break
through the difficulties lying ahead of us, and we called upon them to
bring about a great upswing in socialist construction. Inspired by the
appeal of the Party, the workers of Kangson came forward with a
resolution to produce 90,000 tons of steel materials at the blooming
mill, which had a rated capacity of 60,000 tons, by actively tapping
latent potential. They worked wonders in producing 120,000 tons by
means of a heroic struggle. Our working class would carry out any task
if it is a demand of the Party and the revolution.

Cinema artists should go among the workers and learn from their
high sense of Party spirit, working-class spirit and loyalty to the
people. If you go among the workers you would also learn about
organization and discipline from them.

Furthermore, cinema artists should strengthen their life in the
organization.

Many of the artists who have been engaged in creative activities
since before liberation are acting in an unorganized manner. They have
retained the old habit of talking big about the past and the world while
roaming about in groups of people who behave likewise. | have heard
that some writers are pompously bragging about their past “history” of
activities as members of the KAPF, but this is not good form.
Yesterday’s flower should also blossom today and tomorrow, too, and
should continue to bloom. Or else, no one would love that flower.
Whoever does not make an effort to remodel himself continuously
would lag behind, and when he falls behind, he would eventually be
thrown into the dustbin. Those who live in idle ease, leading a fast life
and embezzling and wasting property, are, without exception,
politically rotten. Such people would only become museum pieces
which would not be worthy even of a glance.

Our Party expects a lot from the cinema artists. Those cinema artists
who committed mistakes in the past seem to have realized their errors
and made a firm resolution to rectify them. We believe they will
undoubtedly mend their errors. Cinema artists should actively
participate in organized activities and harden themselves continuously.
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They should become united and rally around the Party.

At the same time, cinema artists should resolutely combat the
anti-Party factionalists without the slightest compromise.

As we have said at every occasion, the failure of the working-class
movement in south Korea after liberation is due to the sabotage of the
anti-Party factionalism. After liberation, the situation in south Korea
was very favourable for the working-class movement. The working
class of south Korea were aware that the bourgeoisie could not lead
them, and they believed in the Communist Party. Even the
non-comprador capitalists of south Korea pinned their hopes on the
Communist Party. But owing to the sectarian strife of the anti-Party
factionalists, including Pak Hon Yong, who formed part of the
leadership of the Communist Party, the patriotic and democratic forces
of south Korea were torn apart. Thus the Communist Party lost the
confidence of the masses. Taking advantage of this, the reactionaries
launched an offensive and so the advance of the patriotic and
democratic forces, including the working class, was subjected to
merciless suppression.

As for those who turn against the Party and try to disrupt it, we
must wage a bitter struggle against them without the slightest
compromise.

In the past the personnel of the film studio acquitted themselves
poorly in the struggle for detecting and exposing the anti-Party
factionalists who had sneaked into the studio and perpetrated acts of
sabotage. While acting in films, the artists have such keen and sharp
eyes and senses, but they remained ignorant of the clandestine deeds
done by scoundrels inside the studio over many years. This baffles our
understanding.

On seeing a few feature films, we realized that things were going
amiss in the studio. In those films the Party’s policies were not
well-reflected and the class line was also ambiguously treated. Later
on, we examined the work of the studio and found that there were very
grave shortcomings. Cinema artists should learn serious lessons from
this and wage an intensive struggle against anti-Party factionalists.
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In future, Party, state and economic organizations should give
active help in the work of cinematography.

Since the resolution of the Cabinet on developing the cinematic art
was issued, the work of film-making has improved to some degree. But
as the Party has given insufficient guidance in the work of the film
studio, the ideological education of cinema artists has been
unsatisfactory and the supply of materials for the production of films
has also been poor.

This time the Presidium of the Party Central Committee should hear
the report on the work of the film studio and adopt and announce a
resolution on improving the work of film-making. The direction which
the studio should take should thus be clearly defined, and the cinema
artists should be mobilized ideologically in that direction.

The appropriate department of the Party Central Committee, the
State Planning Commission and the State Construction Commission
should find out the actual conditions of the film studio in detail and
take necessary measures.

I will see to it that the Presidium of the Party Central Committee
holds a discussion and meets the requests made this time by the
comrades from the studio.

By devoting all their energies and talents to the implementation of
the Party’s policy on literature and art, the cinema artists should ensure
that this year, 1958, becomes a year of great new upswing in the
development of the cinematic art.
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FOR THE FURTHER DEVELOPMENT
OF LIGHT INDUSTRY

Speech at a Meeting of Activists of the Ministry
of Light Industry
January 29, 1958

Comrades,

At this meeting of activists today, | would like to make some
remarks on important questions that have arisen in the development of
light industry in our country. This meeting has been called to assess the
work carried out in 1957 and to discuss measures for carrying out the
1958 national economic plan with the participation of senior officials,
model workers and technicians from factories and enterprises under
the Ministry of Light Industry.

Light industry in our country was insignificant before liberation.
Most of the industries built by the Japanese imperialists in our country
were concerned with the production of raw materials and semi-finished
goods since their aim was to plunder our resources and exploit our
people. This was particularly true in the northern half of our country.

The Japanese imperialists plundered the greater part of ores,
carbide and other industrial raw materials abundant in our country and
the bulk of its farm produce. They processed these into finished goods
in their country and brought them back to our country to sell at high
prices. In this way, the Japanese imperialists stripped our people of all
their property. Such was the colonial industrial policy pursued by the
Japanese imperialists.
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They built some light industry in our country, but that was only in
the southern half. Even the textile industry in the southern half fell far
short of meeting the demand.

This was our situation when we greeted liberation. As for the light
industry the Japanese imperialists left behind them in the northern half
immediately after liberation, there were only small textile mills in
Sariwon and Sinuiju, as you all know, and nothing else worthy of
mention.

One might ask then whether the Japanese imperialists developed
handicrafts in our country. No, they did not. Why did they not develop
them? Because in order to turn our country into a commodity market
for their country, they even had to destroy our traditional handicrafts.
They adopted a policy of forcing Japanese goods on us. For this reason,
even handicrafts were in a miserable state in our northern half.

Even with handicrafts being in such a state, the production of
clothes, footwear and other essential commodities and foodstuffs,
which are most necessary for the people in their life, remained
indescribably backward.

Under these conditions, our Party had to start from scratch to build
the foundations of light industry in the northern half of Korea after
liberation. Thus, we proceeded to build a textile mill in Pyongyang,
reconstruct the Chongjin Spinning Mill and set up a number of other
light industrial factories.

But the war interrupted all this and played havoc with the factories.

Immediately after the armistice, the Party established its policy for
the postwar reconstruction of the national economy and mobilized all
the people for the implementation of the Three-Year National
Economic Plan.

The Sixth Plenary Meeting of the Party Central Committee adopted
the policy of giving priority to the growth of heavy industry while, at
the same time, rapidly developing light industry and agriculture. It was
not easy to give priority to the development of heavy industry and,
simultaneously, create the foundations of light industry on heaps of
ashes.
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We were short of well-trained technical personnel and had no
equipment, either. There is no instance in the history of other countries
where light industry was developed simultaneously with the
reconstruction of heavy industry under conditions of severe
destruction of the national economy by war.

The history of industrial development in other countries shows that
many of them develop heavy industry for a definite period of time
before passing on to the development of light industry. On the other
hand, capitalist countries first developed light industry to create funds
for the subsequent development of heavy industry.

In the postwar period, however, our country had to give priority to
the growth of heavy industry while, at the same time, developing light
industry and agriculture. Because it was impossible to develop light
industry and agriculture without developing heavy industry. All the
heavy industries we reconstructed and developed were closely related
to the development of light industry and agriculture. Moreover, all the
people were utterly impoverished and towns and villages were
completely destroyed in the war. Therefore, we could not have created
the conditions to provide food, clothing and housing to the people, had
we just developed heavy industry without developing light industry
and agriculture as well. Thus, our Party developed heavy industry
simultaneously with light industry and agriculture.

Some people were doubtful how correct this economic policy of the
Party was, and anti-Party elements even slandered the Party’s policy.
But we firmly maintained that it was possible to give priority to the
growth of heavy industry while, at the same time, developing light
industry and agriculture, and we have carried it through. This was the
only way to consolidate the economic foundations of our country and,
simultaneously, to solve the question of the devastated living
conditions of our people.

It was difficult to solve these problems simultaneously, of course.
But we should remember that the situation in our country is different
from that of the Soviet Union when it started to build socialism for the
first time. Our situation is also different from that in other countries.
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Firstly, we do not live alone on an island; we are not alone in our
fight. Socialism has now expanded beyond the boundaries of one
country, the Soviet Union, and has grown and developed into a
powerful worldwide system, which enjoys an advanced science and
technology. Our country, therefore, could receive assistance from the
Soviet Union and other fraternal countries even though it lacked
technical personnel and equipment of its own.

Secondly, the people of Korea, once a colonialized nation
oppressed by Japanese imperialism, are a people who have taken
power into their hands, and waged a bloody struggle for three years in
order to safeguard and defend that power. They have become even
stronger while overcoming many difficulties in this struggle.
Moreover, the Central Committee of our Party and the Government of
the Republic have become mature and seasoned in this struggle. The
Party stuck to its policy in the firm belief that in view of the ideological
preparedness of our people, who had never yielded any ground even in
hard struggles, the most difficult goal could be achieved by properly
organizing and guiding them.

If, as the anti-Party factionalists raved, we had only bought
consumer goods, such as essential commaodities, cloth and rice, with
the aid given us by the fraternal countries, we might have enjoyed a
good life at that time.

But if we had used up the aid at random in that way, we would be in
a hopeless situation now and every year we would have to get rice and
cloth from other countries. Nobody is willing to give aid for ever. And
how could we have had the face to ask for aid year after year? So, the
Party crushed all the slanders and calumnies of anti-Party elements and
pursued a policy which gave priority to the growth of heavy industry
simultaneously with the development of light industry and agriculture;
and our Party members and working people, united like a rock around
the Party Central Committee, have persisted in their struggle to
implement the Party’s economic policy.

We have thus reconditioned many factories and built many others
including machine plants, iron works and chemical factories. In light
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industry, too, we have built, reconditioned or expanded the Chongjin
Spinning Mill, the Pyongyang Textile Mill, the Kusong Textile Mill
and the silk mills. The Pyongyang Textile Mill, in particular, is a
large-scale, modern light industrial factory new in Korea’s history.
Besides, we have reconditioned or built many factories including those
producing rubber products, essential commodities and processed meat.

In this way, we have reconditioned or constructed several hundred
factories through an arduous struggle, overcoming all difficulties that
were encountered. How gratifying this is! Today’s situation once again
proves that the policy of our Party has been correct; it clearly shows
that the calumnies of the anti-Party, counter-revolutionary elements
against our Party’s policy were entirely unfounded.

We have already created the foundations of light and heavy
industries, and have mainly solved the agricultural problem. This is a
great success of the policy of our Party.

Let me take this opportunity to express, on behalf of the Party
Central Committee and the Government of the Republic, my heartfelt
thanks to all the workers, technicians and office employees in light
industry and the leading officials of the ministry, who have, upholding
the Party’s policy, waged a determined struggle to build the
foundations of light industry.

There is no doubt that we would score still greater success if we
continue our unwavering struggle to implement the policy of giving
priority to the growth of heavy industry simultaneously with the
development of light industry and agriculture.

Comrades, our task has been extremely difficult, but the worst is
over now.

How can we, who are building a new society and, moreover, who
survived a severe war, expect to emerge victorious without going
through such hardships? It is not easy to rebuild a household that has
suffered a great calamity. Therefore, how can we expect to succeed
without going through difficulties when we are restoring the economy
of a country that went through a severe war?

We can now do anything we want once we get together, talk about it
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and then make up our minds. If we had not given priority to the growth
of heavy industry simultaneously with the development of light
industry and agriculture, we would not be in a position to do what we
want even now. If we had only set up a few light industrial factories
and had not developed heavy industry as well, we would have no other
alternative but to rely on the textile mills as our sole asset.

But how do things stand at present? We say: Let us expand the
textile mills because we do not have enough of them, let us make more
looms, build more meat-processing factories and more flour mills.
Thus, we are able to take decisions on our own. Pig iron, rolled steel,
lathes and electricity are all produced in our country. And so, doesn’t
this mean that we can set up more factories if we have to?

The same is true of irrigation facilities. Previously we had to import
pumps, transformers, generators and motors in order to expand
irrigation facilities. So we could not make decisions on our own and
had to consult with those who were going to supply us with the
equipment. But now we have our own say, and have the right to decide.

This, we can say, is a great success of the policy of our Party.
Particularly, as a result of the successful implementation of the
decision of the December 1956 Plenary Meeting of the Party Central
Committee, enormous, new achievements were registered last year.
This not only further consolidated our socialist economic foundations
but once again vindicated our Party’s economic policy.

Upholding the slogan for increased production and economization
determined by the December Plenary Meeting, all workers, technicians
and office employees in the field of light industry launched a creative
labour campaign. As a result, last year alone, they generated a huge
profit for the state by producing more goods worth 7,000 million won.
This is quite a big success.

The money you have earned will be spent for two purposes: firstly,
for extended reproduction aimed at further consolidating the socialist
economic foundations, and secondly, for the improvement of our
people’s life.

Last year, all branches of our industry generated great profits for the
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state. Accordingly, the state budgetary revenue is expected to increase
by 23,000 million won more than planned. Thus, our budget is in the
black, while in south Korea the deficit in the state budget is swelling
beyond control. As a result, our currency has become very stable.

This significant increase in our revenue made it possible for us to be
more relaxed in working out the 1958 budget, whereas we prepared an
extremely cautious budget last year. Moreover, the Presidium of the
Central Committee of the Party could decide to raise the basic wages of
workers, technicians and office employees by an average of 10 per
cent.

In 1957, as you see, all spheres of the national economy fared well.
In my opinion, the performance in agriculture was the best, followed
by light industry. Heavy industry and all other fields did well, too.

Thus, we produced 3.2 million tons of grain, which is
unprecedented in the history of our country. The output of fabrics also
showed substantial growth last year. Before the war, we barely
produced 9 million metres of cotton fabrics, but last year we produced
some 90 million metres, or nearly 10 times as much.

Do the anti-Party factionalists still dare to say that we are not
concerned with the living standard of the people?

A tenfold increase in the output of fabrics in only three to four years
in our country which suffered extensive war damage, is something,
indeed, which can hardly be found in other countries. The output of all
other products also showed rapid growth. Capital construction is the
only field in which the plan was not realized, and that was because
loafers were directing it.

If we earn much in this way, socialist accumulation would
increase on the one hand and, on the other, the life of the people
would improve.

Such are the results we have achieved in implementing the
Three-Year National Economic Plan and the plan for 1957.

What have we learned from the results of the work undertaken in
1957 for the implementation of the decision of the December 1956
Plenary Meeting of the Party Central Committee?
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We have learned that we still have a great potential to exploit. We
have a great potential for economization and for increased production.
“Let us all increase production through economization!” This is our
Party’s slogan.

We can increase the utilization of equipment still higher, and this is
an important potential. The more our technology improves, the more
the utilization of equipment would increase.

In many factories, a lot of space is wasted. Making proper use of
this space also represents an important potential. When we first
installed the machinery, we did not know how to space them, so we left
considerable room between them. It is high time that we moved them
closer together. Better utilization of factory space would help to exploit
more potential to increase production.

To mechanize even minor jobs and to spare even a single thread is
to create potential for saving manpower and materials and for weaving
more fabrics.

Make closer examination of your work and you will find various
potentials. Therefore, those who say that they have no potential are
people who do not like to work. They are like those who waver and say
they cannot implement the Party’s policy.

People of this sort trembled when they learned about the targets of
both the postwar Three-Year Plan and the plan for 1957. It seems that
their shuddering did not start today, but that they have been suffering
from this kind of disease from the beginning. To cure such people of
this disease, it is necessary to give them medicine or to apply
acupunctures once in a while. The very cures are criticism and patient
ideological education.

In the first year of the First Five-Year Plan, we had to build many
houses and factories and repair railway bridges, and this required large
quantities of iron materials. And the State Planning Commission had
worked out a plan to produce 190,000 tons of pig iron. Since the
problem could not be solved with just 190,000 tons, the Presidium of
the Party Central Committee suggested trying to produce
approximately 230,000 tons by tapping more potentials. It was then
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that certain people started to tremble, saying that it would be difficult
not only because it went beyond the rated capacity, but because even
the Japanese were unable to do so.

Why should we be inferior to the Japanese? The Japanese may be
more developed than us technologically, but their way of life is based
on capitalist, not on socialist thinking. We are people who live
according to socialist ideology.

Those who take into consideration only the rated capacity set by the
Japanese in the past must understand that this is precisely a product of
capitalism. People who read a lot of Japanese books and those who
have had a great deal of Japanese education should clearly understand
this. Today even the Japanese themselves, when they visit Korea, say
that they have much to learn from us and that our ideology has
advanced. And why should we compare ourselves only with the
Japanese?

The Party considered it to be possible to produce 230,000 tons of
pig iron. When we discussed it with the workers, they resolved to turn
out 250,000 tons, instead of 230,000 tons. They eventually exceeded
their own target by producing 270,000 tons.

The blooming mill at the Kangson Steel Plant used to produce only
60,000 tons of rolled steel. But the workers displayed patriotism and
used all their potentials, with the result that the same blooming mill
produced more than 100,000 tons.

All the facts show that the rated capacity of equipment set by the
Japanese is already outdated.

Nothing is impossible for us. What we can or cannot do depends
entirely on our determination.

From the facts | have just mentioned, the important lesson we have
learned from our work in 1957 is that our potentials are unlimited. So
you should not think that you have already exploited all your potentials.
There will be a potential to exploit not only in 1958 but also next year
and in 1960. If you further improve your management and technical
levels and continue to display enthusiasm and creative initiative, you
would be able to exploit your potential continuously. It is wrong
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therefore to think that your potential has been exploited to the full.

Another important lesson we have learned in reviewing the work of
1957 is the fact that many of our managers and administrative
personnel in ministries (bureaus) and enterprises are lagging behind
our workers.

Why is this so? This is because managers and other administrative
personnel are less familiar than the workers are with the actual
situation at workplaces. Experience shows that it is much better for us
to go among the workers and talk with them than to listen to such
inefficient people and that by doing so would we be able to exploit
potentials.

A certain worker in the Hwanghae Iron Works who had scarcely
uttered a word in several years began to speak out for the first time
after the December Plenary Meeting. He made many valuable
suggestions for increased production and economization. People said
he was putting his finger on potentials which had been ignored before.

What is the meaning of such a fact revealed in the course of the
implementation of the decision of the December Plenary Meeting? It
means that when the Party faces a difficult task, the working masses
would surely find ways to overcome difficulties, displaying their
fullest patriotic enthusiasm and creative wisdom in active response to
the intentions of the Party Central Committee, if we discuss the
problem with them.

As | told comrade ministers at a Cabinet meeting which discussed the
1958 national economic plan, we achieved brilliant success in 1957, not
because the decisions had been well prepared, but because the Presidium
members and members of the Party Central Committee, comrade
vice-premiers and ministers and other cadres had all held discussions
directly with the workers engaged in production, and had accepted their
creative opinions properly. Things were not like that before.

This is a very important lesson. You should remember it, and in
1958, too, discuss matters directly with the workers—the
producers—and positively accept their creative suggestions.

If the workers’ fresh and valuable suggestions are to be heard, the
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ministers, directors of management bureaus and managers must not
work at their desks, but must go among the workers on the job, and
promptly take practical measures to solve new problems. Then, our
work would bring about greater results in 1958.

If we talk and consult with the workers and accept and promote
their collective wisdom, it would help us to identify new potential for
increased production and economization. People who are ignorant of
socialist ideology can never understand this. Last year, when the
peasants of our country pledged to produce more than 3 million tons of
grain, a Japanese economist questioned this possibility and said that it
was “incredible” in view of the area of cultivated land in north Korea.
The Japanese scholar might have been able to calculate Korea’s
cultivated area and the rate of per-hectare yield, but he could not in any
way reckon with the socialist ideology of our people. The error this
economist made is due precisely to the fact that he was unable to
appreciate the ideology and failed to take it into account.

You, too, might make serious mistakes if you fail to correctly take
into consideration the fact that our working class today is an advanced
working class engaged in the building of socialism and that our Party
members are people who are already building socialism, the first stage
of communism. If you understand this well and continue to exploit all
your potentials, you would achieve still greater success.

You have decided to manufacture over 10,000 million won’s worth
of light industrial products in 1958 more than planned. | give my full
support to your resolve and believe that you will succeed without fail.
The sum of 10,000 million won is by no means small. The resultant net
profit alone would be enough to pay one month’s wages to our
workers.

Now | would like to refer to some of the central tasks facing light
industry.

First of all, the most important task confronting our light industry is
to find a solution to the problem of raw materials for fibres.

Our Party aims to consolidate further the economic foundations of
socialism and basically solve the problems of food, clothing and
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housing for the people in the northern half of Korea during the First
Five-Year Plan. As far as the problems of food, clothing and housing
are concerned, the most important is the clothing question.

The production of fabrics is considerably higher than during the
prewar period, but it is still insufficient. We now have textile mills and
silk mills. But we cannot say that those mills are working at full
capacity because our country’s fibre resources are inadequate.

As you know, we are now weaving cloth with cotton imported from
foreign countries. In terms of industrial development, it is very
precarious to depend on foreign countries for raw materials. Industry
can only be stable when the bulk of raw materials is produced
internally. Therefore, we should make every effort to solve for
ourselves the problem of raw materials for the textile industry.

To this end, it is necessary in light industry, first of all, to speedily
recondition and expand the Chongjin Spinning Mill and thus produce
more staple fibres and rayon yarn. Moreover, the Ministry of Chemical
Industry should accelerate the construction of a vinalon factory, now in
the stage of preparation, to produce chemical fibres. And more cotton
and flax should be planted, and sericulture should be developed.

In this way, our country should successfully solve the problem of
producing artificial and chemical fibres—that is, staple fibre, rayon
yarn, vinalon—and flax, cotton, cocoons, etc., on its own in the next few
years. Unless we solve this problem, we would not be able to deal with
the clothing problem which is the most important of the problems of
food, clothing and housing for the people.

For this reason, at present the most important task our Party has set
for workers in light industry is to increase the capacity of the Chongjin
Spinning Mill to 15,000-20,000 tons of staple fibres and rayon yarn.

Moreover, we should create conditions for making rayon yarn and
staple fibres from reed or maize stalks. If possible, it would be desirable
to build a factory with a capacity of about 10,000 tons in Sinuiju.

Thus, during the First Five-Year Plan, 25,000 to 30,000 tons of
staple fibres and rayon yarn should be produced. This depends on your
efforts.
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All branches of the national economy should contribute to this
project. The salt fields, for instance, should produce more salt and
supply ample raw materials for caustic soda; textile machine factories
should produce more machine accessories of better quality. Pulp mills
should also help it actively. There may be bumper or lean years in
cotton cultivation, but that is not the case with the manufacture of
artificial and chemical fibres. Accordingly, the solution of this problem
is a very important task for us.

We also have to give close attention to the production of flax
fabrics. We still have no experience in the production of flax fabrics.
But Soviet people who have rich experiences in this field say that flax
is the cotton of the northern countries. The quality of flax fibre is also
as good as other fibres. We have planted flax in mountainous regions
for several years, and the yield has not been bad. It seems that if we
improve the seeds, apply a little more fertilizer and improve the
methods of cultivation, 1.5-2 tons of flax could be harvested per
hectare. This would provide us with a considerable amount of fibre.

Considering such prospects of flax fibre resources, it would be a
good idea to build a flax mill. However, this mill must be constructed
at a time when we are short of foreign currency. Therefore, in my
opinion, it would be better to take steps to manufacture, on our own,
50,000 of the spindles of the cotton spinning machines we are now
planning to import and, instead, to purchase flax spinning machines
with more than 10,000 spindles. This would make it possible for us to
build, as a first step, a flax mill with a capacity of approximately
10,000 spindles and start producing flax fabrics.

The Party is now asking the workers in agriculture to produce up to
10,000 tons of castor and tussah silkworm cocoons. | believe this is
also possible. In this manner, silk textile mills will have more cocoons,
and they can expand the production of silk fabrics.

In this way we should independently secure the bulk of fibre raw
materials during the First Five-Year Plan. This is a historic task for our
light industry. When this task is accomplished, we would be able to
increase the per-capita output of fabrics up to 20 metres, against the 17
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metres envisaged by the end of the Five-Year Plan.

If we are to catch up with the developed, prosperous countries, the
minimum per-capita output of fabrics should be 20 metres. This is well
within our power. The workers, technicians and office employees in
light industry should carry out this task without fail.

Secondly, 1 would like to refer to the food-processing industry.

Our country’s food-processing industry is in a very backward state.
Unless it is developed, we cannot turn our country into an advanced
industrial state.

As a matter of fact, there are many jobs adequate for women in our
industry. But nearly all our women, who comprise half of the
population, are tied to the kitchen. And to free women from the kitchen
and draw them into production on a large scale, it is essential to
develop the food-processing industry.

The growth of the output of agricultural produce and livestock
products, too, is inconceivable apart from the development of the
food-processing industry. As our present situation shows, the
development of farming and livestock breeding has been greatly
impeded because of the backward state of the processing industry.
There is no doubt that if the food-processing industry had been
developed, we would have been able to produce various processed
goods from agricultural and livestock products. We would also have
been able to further accelerate the development of our agriculture and
livestock breeding.

Our food-processing industry, however, is in a very poor shape at
present. Needless to say, the processing of meat, fish, vegetables, etc.,
is not satisfactory. Moreover, even the delicious fruits that grow so
abundantly in our country are not processed and preserved well. As a
result, once the season is over, they can hardly be found.

There are many other natural resources to process, but nobody ever
gives them a thought as yet. We must straighten out this state of affairs
in the food-processing industry immediately and make innovations in
this field.

If we develop the food-processing industry and supply an
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abundance of convenient, tasty and cheap delicatessens, we would be
able to further improve the people’s living standard and also to make a
great contribution to the development of our industry and agriculture.
In addition, this is of great importance with regard to the inflow of
foreign currency. Thus, our Party is facing the important task of
developing the food-processing industry in a short period of time.

Workers, technicians and office employees in light industry should
understand correctly the intentions of the Party which has been greatly
concerned with the development of the food-processing industry, and
they should display patriotic devotion and creative initiative in
translating the Party’s intentions into a reality. The development of the
food-processing industry should become an important task not only for
the Ministry of Light Industry but also for all branches such as local
industries, producers’ cooperatives, agricultural cooperatives and
fishing cooperatives. In other words, the work of developing the
food-processing industry should be conducted in a movement
involving all the people.

The Ministry of Machine Industry must produce the machines
necessary for the food-processing industry and the Ministry of
Chemical Industry must produce varied kinds of chemicals for
chemical treatment in food processing.

Factories and enterprises must, on their part, take measures to
process foods to suit present local conditions by reinforcing the waste
material reclamation shops and rationalizing their operation.

Meat-processing factories of moderate size should be built in
Hamhung, Chongjin, Kanggye, Sariwon, Sinuiju and other major
industrial districts. This would make it possible to procure pigs in good
time, so that the productive zeal of the peasants would not be
dampened; and the peasants would also save fodder consumption
because they would be able to sell the pigs at the proper time.

At present, we raise tens of thousands of ducks on our stock farms.
Therefore, we should give close attention to the processing of duck.

Surrounded by the sea on three sides, our country abounds in fish.
We could make many kinds of products by processing fish. But
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because of the present primitive state of seafood processing, the
population does not get an adequate supply of fish, even though we
catch 400,000 to 500,000 tons of fish. Concrete measures should be
taken to improve seafood processing.

When our Party encouraged the peasants to grow maize, it had
already envisaged the construction of factories to process maize into
cracked grain, but this problem has not yet been solved. O Ki Sop, who
had been engrossed in anti-Party factional activities, did not carry out
the Party’s instructions to take measures for processing maize. To date
only the cornstarch factory is involved in the processing of maize.
Once it is made into cracked grain, maize provides an excellent food of
high nutritive value. Measures should be taken without delay to
develop maize processing.

A wide variety of tasty fruits such as apples, pears, grapes, peaches,
strawberries, apricots and plums grow in abundance in our country. If
these fruits are processed into jam, canned goods, wines, etc., and
offered for sale, they would not only promote the interests of the
people in their daily life, but would also bring in large amounts of
foreign currency. Therefore, we should be concerned about fruit
processing and, moreover, should give close attention to reducing
production costs.

Vegetable processing should be undertaken starting with kimchi
pickles. If kimchi pickles are made tasty and sold at a low price, who
would take the trouble to lug around heavy earthenware jars to pickle
vegetables? But so far, our factories have failed to satisfy the needs for
kimchi pickles quantitatively and, what is more, they have made them
so flavourless that every family makes its own kimchi pickles at home.
Dried radish slices, red pepper leaves, sesame leaves and so forth
should also be processed well; more tasty soy bean paste and hot soy
bean paste should be made and sold in greater quantities. This would
make our life much easier and facilitate apartment-style living.

Attention should also be given to the production of refreshing
beverages. First of all, we should produce large quantities of aerated
cider-like drink, beer, mineral water, distilled drinking water, and the
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like. In this connection, special efforts should be made to reduce the
cost of glass bottles. There are many other things we should initiate in
the food-processing industry. We should supply large quantities of
processed foods in this way.

The introduction of innovations in the food-processing industry is a
task of greater importance than ever before for the workers, technicians
and office employees in the field of light industry today.

Thirdly, it is important to expand the variety of essential
commodities.

Are we producing all the essential commodities we need at present?
No, we are not. Even the fountain pens and durable sharp pencils you
are using are not properly manufactured. There is little variety in the
essential commodities produced in our country now and, moreover,
their quality is low.

Some time ago the Cabinet adopted a resolution to expand the
variety of essential commaodities, but nothing at all seems to have been
done. No one is implementing the resolution effectively, and | have not
heard any Party organization discussing it at its meeting. I think it
would be good for you to discuss how to implement this resolution.

At present, the children in our country have no toys. The few that
have been produced are unshapely. They do not suit the taste of us
Koreans. Our children like very delicate, exquisite toys. How can they
have a liking for clumsy and heavy ones? There is no difficulty in
solving this. The problem is not production difficulty but the lack of
action. Toy factories or workshops could easily be built, and if you just
try, you would be able to produce many nice and attractive toys.

You can also manufacture pottery, glassware, and various other
kinds of plastic household utensils.

Some time ago, through a committee it had organized, the Cabinet
checked the number of different essential commodities produced, and
found that they amount to only a little more than 20,000. This is
insufficient. We should manufacture more. You should devote much
time to study how to increase the variety of essential commodities.

While increasing the variety of toys, stationery and sporting goods,
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you must determine which products the workers and office employees
would want to have for their homes, for holiday use and for all other
purposes in life. You must find a solution to this problem.

We had a shortage of adequate clothing and food before, but today
this problem has essentially been solved. However, not only clothing
and food are needed to live better. We need a great number of items for
daily use as well. So we should actively struggle to increase the variety
of essential commaodities we produce.

Another important question is the need to improve the quality of
products. To guarantee a higher quality, a rigid system of
standardization should be established and the checking system
strengthened. Moreover, a struggle should be waged to eliminate
substandard products.

We should also give attention to appearance when we improve the
quality of products. Light industrial products should look attractive.
Foods, especially, should look appealing. Only then would such
products stimulate people’s appetites. It is important, therefore, to
make food appetizing and to make articles needed for daily use lovely
and attractive. All this means improving the quality of products.

It is important in this connection to improve cultural and hygienic
conditions in the production of foods. The workers themselves, as well
as the factories producing foods, should always be clean, culturally
furnished and hygienic. Only then would there be more hygienic and
more appetizing foods. Hygienic conditions are essential for ensuring
high quality in foods.

The next thing | want to talk about is the production of salt. There is
no reason why its production should be poor when farming is
prosperous. It is important that you struggle to increase the per-hectare
output at salterns. A campaign should be launched to produce 150 tons
per hectare of salt fields by making good use of intensive methods of
production.

It is really a shame that our country, surrounded by the sea on three
sides, has to ask foreign countries for salt. A country with such a huge
coastline is supposed to export salt, but we even imported it. You
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should explain to the workers the great importance of increasing the
production of salt which is not only a necessity for the people’s life but
also an essential raw material for the development of the chemical
industry. All workers should be urged to take an active part in the
struggle to raise the per-hectare output.

Insam, a source of foreign currency, should also be cultivated more
extensively. The technique of its processing should be improved as
well.

And the purchasing work should be improved and strengthened. All
purchasing of leaf tobacco, leather, cocoons, oil-bearing crops, cotton
and other agricultural produce for light industry has now been placed
under the control of the Ministry of Light Industry.

Two fundamental principles should be observed in purchasing. One
is not to cause losses to the peasants but to be of benefit to them,
stimulating their enthusiasm for production. The other is for the state to
fix the purchasing prices so there would not be any losses when it buys
and processes the products. It is not good to conduct purchasing work
in such a way as to cause losses to the state in the long run by
purchasing products unfit for use or at high prices which would make
the costs of the processed goods rise.

This principle was previously ignored in purchasing meat, with the
result that, for some time, the price was too high for it to be sold, and
the state was compelled to sell it at a loss of nearly 200 million won. In
purchasing work, proper arrangements should be made to buy things
promptly from the peasants and transport them in good time; the
sources of purchasable goods, which are in the hands of the peasants,
should be actively tapped; and the storage and management of
purchased goods should be improved.

Economization is an important slogan put forward by our Party in
laying down the tasks for 1958 after assessing the results of the
implementation of the plan for 1957. There should be a more
determined struggle to put into practice the Party slogan, “Let us all
increase production through economization!” Extensive efforts should
be made to explore and use every available potential for economization
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and increased production: economizing actively on raw and other
materials and labour, eliminating rejects, improving the utilization of
equipment and making an effective use of production space.

One of the most important questions facing the workers in light
industry is to raise their technological level. We lack technical
know-how rather than enthusiasm. Despite our enthusiasm, we fail to
do many things because of technological weakness. So, it is very
important that we raise our technological level. In every domain,
technology is required to produce a greater variety of goods, which we
have been unable to manufacture up till now, and to improve their
quality. It is also required to increase productivity. Technology is
essential everywhere.

Our technological standard is very low particularly because our
country was, in the past, subjected to the colonial rule of Japanese
imperialism. Therefore, we must acquire technology. We should
introduce all technology which is superior to ours, regardless of the
country it comes from.

Putting up the improvement of our technological level as an
important task, we should correctly organize and conduct short courses
and practical training and improve the work of correspondence courses
and technical schools.

Our Party has established as a major task the strengthening of
socialist education among the working class. Socialist education
assumes greater importance since our country still remains divided in
two and we have long been confronted with the enemy. The greater our
victory in socialist construction, the more maliciously the enemy
perpetrates conspiracies to destroy it and to overthrow our system.

Another reason why socialist education presents itself as an important
task is that, as a result of the rapid growth in the ranks of the working
class since liberation, particularly during the period immediately after the
armistice, their class consciousness is still underdeveloped. The number
of workers and office employees has grown from 200,000 in
pre-liberation days to some 600,000 in 1949 after liberation, and today it
is more than one million. In the course of such rapid growth, a large
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number of peasants, urban small traders and handicraftsmen, not yet free
from the influence of petty-bourgeois ideology, have joined the ranks of
the working class. It is, therefore, important to educate them so that they
would be able to discard their outdated ideological consciousness and
acquire the idea of the working class.

To correctly conduct socialist education among the workers, the
factory Party organizations should work well, stimulate the Party spirit
of Party members and raise their political and theoretical levels. Party
members should also be convinced to abide strictly by Party Rules,
never violating the standards of Party life. And a vigorous struggle
should be waged against wrong tendencies such as liberalism,
parochialism, nepotism and factionalism which split the Party. In
particular, the struggle against the propensities of the small-propertied
classes should be strengthened.

Furthermore, it is important to strengthen the guidance given by
management personnel.

Many managers today have less enthusiasm for production than the
workers. Needless to say, it is not that they are against the Party policy.
The problem lies in the fact that many management personnel are
ignorant of actual conditions at the lower units and lack technological
know-how. Because of a narrow, subjective viewpoint, some of them
think that they cannot meet their large production quotas. On the other
hand, the workers are well aware of their own ability and successfully
carry out their great production assignments. This alone is enough to
show that management personnel are lagging behind the workers.
Management personnel should not allow themselves to fall behind in
technical know-how or in any other respect.

Factory managers are like commanders in the army. If a
commander does not know how to fight well, he cannot assume the
leadership of his men on the battlefield. A commander should know
how to fire a gun, and shoot a rifle better than anyone else; he should be
more proficient in tactics than anybody else; he should also be healthy
and quick in action. Only then would he be able to play his part as a
commander fully.
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The same is true of a manager. The manager of a textile mill should
be better acquainted with the machines in the mill and should know
better how to handle them than anyone else. If he does not, he should
learn with determination. If a machine is out of order, he should be able
to find out why.

Managers should not be visitors just passing through. They should
not just carry briefcases about. If they do things this way, they would
lose ground while the workers, technicians and all others would
become better from year to year. Our ranks are now making dynamic
progress, and those who fail to keep up with the pace will limp along
behind and become worthless in the end.

Therefore, managers should better their business qualifications, and
thus make themselves versed in the efficiency of machines in their
factories. They should also be able to inquire into book-keeping,
production costs and all other affairs connected with the management
of their factories. In our age, a manager without such knowledge is a
useless laggard. To avoid lagging behind, he must learn quickly and
become an able manager.

This is not difficult. Six months or so of hard work would do. How
is it possible that workers can operate machines and managers cannot?
| have heard that a certain worker can handle 57 looms simultaneously.
The manager should be able to handle at least one, instead of 57. Even
that would give him a rough idea of the technical process. Only when
the manager knows all about this, would he be able to direct work
correctly, not be upset even when some trouble arises, and be able to
explain and solve any questions the workers may raise.

The same is true of the Party officials in factories. Chairmen of
some factory Party committees think that because they conduct Party
work, it makes no difference whether or not they know anything about
factory management. But factory Party committee chairmen should be
personally well acquainted with actual conditions in the factories and
should understand the workers’ life in order to know the headaches of
the workers and solve their difficulties, and help them to heighten their
productive zeal.
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To do this, they should always be out in the workplaces and also
know how to handle machines. The Party committee chairman’s job is
not only to attend meetings. Sometimes, he should work with the
workers and find out where the workers’ shoes pinch and what kind of
problems need to be solved. Only then would his direction of Party
work conform with the actual situation.

Leading factory personnel who simply hold meetings or sign
documents in their office cannot direct our country’s developing
industry. Therefore, all cadres—managers or Party workers at
factories—must study hard.

Comrades, this year we will discuss the First Five-Year Plan. The
Five-Year Plan will be made public after it has been endorsed by the
Supreme People’s Assembly following discussion at a Party
conference to be held shortly.

To implement the First Five-Year Plan, we should not be carried
away by the successes already achieved, but should mount a more
determined labour campaign.

The most dangerous thing for us is to be content with our 1957
achievements and think everything would go well without a great
struggle. We must get rid of such self-conceit and work more diligently,
exploit more potentials, economize more and raise production, and thus
implement the 1958 plan and then the Five-Year Plan.

When we implement the Five-Year Plan, the forces of socialism in
the northern half would be stronger, and these forces would constitute
the most important guarantee for the reunification of our country.

The reunification of our country will certainly be achieved. Even
though the US imperialists and the Syngman Rhee clique are
frantically making every possible effort to obstruct it, their attempt will
surely fail.

Because of the colonial rule of US imperialism, south Korean
industry is on the road to ruin, and in south Korea there is no way to
revive the economy. There is no coal or cement. Iron is necessary for
the construction of buildings, but it has neither iron works nor
electricity. There are only a few textile mills, and even those mills are
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now all practically destroyed. The economy in south Korea is bankrupt
and the local capitalists are ruined.

Although south Korea has more farmland than the northern half and
has more than twice as many paddy fields, agriculture has deteriorated
to such an extent that the peasants are on the verge of starvation.

The corrupt regime of south Korea, where fraud, blackmail and
robbery are rampant, will end up in ruin just as the similar regime of
Jiang Jieshi did.

But the northern half of Korea has plenty of food and clothing, and
prospects for a better life are unfolding before us.

We are now continuously creating paddy fields and expanding
irrigation facilities. If the per-hectare yield reaches an average of five
tons on our 600,000 hectares of paddy fields, about 3 million tons of
rice would be produced. Then all the people in the northern half would
be able to live on rice and use maize as fodder to get meat.

In the past, the peasants in the Korean countryside considered a
man to be rich if he owned an orchard, lived in a house with a tiled roof
and ate rice and meat soup every day. All this would be realized in our
countryside in the not-too-distant future.

Our workers also have great prospects. If you work hard, there
would be 20 metres of fabrics annually for everyone by the end of the
First Five-Year Plan, and the housing problem would essentially be
solved by the time as well.

Under these conditions, were the north and the south to exchange
visit, it is obvious that the south Korean people, having acquainted
themselves with the superiority of socialism, would offer a unanimous
show of hands for us, not for Syngman Rhee.

Thus, the struggle to implement the Five-Year Plan is a struggle to
promote the reunification of our country.

For the socialist construction in the northern half and for the
peaceful reunification of the country, let us unite even more firmly
around the Central Committee of the Party and the Government of the
Republic and join in the labour campaign for the victorious completion
of the First Five-Year Plan.

37



ON THE CURRENT TASKS OF THE WORKERS
IN THE ELECTRICAL POWER INDUSTRY

Concluding Speech at the Third Meeting of Activists
under the Ministry of Electricity
February 4, 1958

Comrades,

On behalf of the Central Committee of the Party, | extend warm
congratulations and thanks to all the workers, engineers, office
employees and cadres in the electrical power industry who
implemented the postwar Three-Year National Economic Plan with
flying colours and also carried out the tasks of 1957 successfully.

Had | attended this meeting from the first day and heard all your
speeches, | would have had a better understanding of the work of the
Ministry of Electricity. But to my great regret, circumstances did not
allow me to do so. | believe, however, that there would be other
opportunities in the future to study the work of the electrical power
industry. Today | would like to speak about some tasks confronting it.

Some time ago the Presidium of the Party Central Committee
assessed the work of 1957 and discussed and decided on the guidelines
on which the work of 1958 should be conducted. As was pointed out
emphatically at that time, too, the central task of the power industry at
present is to meet the fast-increasing demand of the national economy
for electric power. To do so, it is necessary to raise the utilization of the
generating facilities by reconditioning and putting in order the existing
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facilities quickly and to minimize the transmission loss of electricity
and to strengthen the struggle for electric power economization.

To produce more power with the existing facilities and to intensify
the struggle for power economization is very urgent both in view of the
actual situation of the power industry itself and in view of the
development of the national economy in general.

As you all know, the capacities of our generating facilities are by no
means small. If we completely recondition and put them in working
order and operate them to full capacity, we can produce much more
electricity than we are doing now. Therefore, reconditioning and
putting in good shape the damaged and defective equipment is the most
effective way in which to satisfy the country’s demand for power.

At present, it is also a vital necessity for our economic development
to increase the utilization of the existing equipment and strengthen the
struggle for economization everywhere. We are now undertaking
capital construction on a large scale in order to rebuild the war-ravaged
national economy and improve the deteriorated people’s livelihood
quickly. In future, too, we should continue to rebuild and recondition
the devastated factories and railways and build more factories and
houses. When the size of its population is taken into consideration, our
country can be regarded as one of those countries which lead the world
in capital construction.

This huge capital construction programme is a great strain on the
funds and manpower of the country and makes it imperative to
undertake as few new construction projects as possible and actively
exploit internal potentials in all fields of the national economy and thus
increase production. Particularly in those fields where the greater part
of equipment has not yet been reconditioned as in the power industry,
every effort should first be concentrated on repairing and
reconditioning the existing facilities.

In the past, however, some officials in the power industry showed
the wrong tendency to build new power stations without control rather
than reconditioning the ravaged generating facilities. At the opportune
time, the Party Central Committee had criticized this bad tendency.
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Judging by the speeches of some comrades today, it is obvious that
the officials of the Ministry of Electricity have accepted the criticism
by the Party and are taking the necessary action to correct their
mistakes. Nevertheless, there are still people who suggest building new
power stations without control under the pretext that the power
industry should keep ahead of other industries. So, it seems that the
intentions of the Party Central Committee have not been brought home
to all officials of the power industry.

There is now plenty of potentials in the power industry. Not all
generating facilities have been reconditioned yet, and even those in
operation do not work at full capacity because they are not in the best
working order possible. Moreover, electricity cables and transformer
substations which are the cause of so much loss of power have not yet
been reconditioned. Therefore, what is important in the power industry
today is not to build new power stations but to repair and recondition
the damaged and defective generating facilities as early as possible to
produce more electricity and to economize in utilization of power. It
cannot be interpreted otherwise than as an act of seeking to cause
difficulties in the economic development of the country that they only
insist on constructing new power stations rather than tapping such
potentials.

To undertake a new task before finishing an old one is not the work
style worthy of a revolutionary. In that way work cannot be done well.
In the power industry, too, new projects should be started only after the
work of repairing and reconditioning now underway has been
completed. If you undertake the construction of new power stations
thoughtlessly before finishing repairing and reconditioning damaged
generating facilities, neither the work of reconditioning nor the
construction of power stations would be successful and, eventually, it
would be impossible to meet the power needs of the national economy.
Our officials should discard this harmful method of work as soon as
possible and acquire the revolutionary work habit of finishing a piece
of work before starting another.

It is beyond dispute that there is a lot of carelessness and
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unplanning in the work of the officials of the Ministry of Electricity. At
present, you are working even without a clear estimate as to how much
power can be produced and supplied annually if you repair and put in
working order all the generating facilities and reduce the rate of power
loss in transmission. Some say 9,000 million kWh of power can be
produced and supplied each year, while others say 9,500 million kWh.
Everyone quotes a different figure. The estimate of the Industrial
Department of the Party Central Committee differs from that of the
State Planning Commission, and the Ministry of Electricity presents
another different estimate. There is no knowing which is correct.

Only when there are exact estimates of the total capacity of the
existing generating facilities and of how much power can be produced
when all of them have been reconditioned and put in good working
order, would it be possible to take correct measures for the
development of the power industry and draft a long-term plan for the
development of the national economy. With the incorrect estimates it is
in fact impossible to draft a reliable national economic plan. | have
heard that officials of the Ministry of Electricity are asking the State
Planning Commission about the capacity of power that should be
produced. This is however something which they should estimate
themselves. We can hardly say this is an attitude worthy of the officials
in charge of the country’s power industry.

We should fully explain Party policy and the intentions of the Party
Central Committee to all workers, engineers and office employees in
the power industry including the officials of the Ministry of Electricity,
so that they would unite in one movement to fulfil the immediate tasks
assigned to this industry by the Party. All enterprises and Party
organizations in the power industry should set correct targets as to
when they would complete the reconditioning of the damaged
generating facilities, and strive to reach them. They should thus ensure
that all existing generating facilities operate at full capacity and that the
rate of power loss in transmission is reduced as far as possible. At the
same time, they should confirm the maximum annual capacity of
power generation at an early date.
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Another important task of the power industry is to implement the
capital construction programme in the best possible manner.

At present, large-scale capital construction is under way in the field
of the power industry to rebuild the war-ravaged power stations and
power transmission and distribution facilities. The Ministry of
Electricity is undertaking so many construction projects that it could be
referred to as a ministry of capital construction. It is therefore a very
urgent task for the power industry to promote the work of capital
construction successfully. But the capital construction in this field has
a series of shortcomings that must be rectified immediately.

First of all, the main drawback is the failure to implement the
capital construction plan. According to the report of the Party
Committee of Jagang Province, the construction of the Tongnogang
Power Station is carried out far too slowly and in a disorderly manner.
They say that the workers of this power station only carry out easy jobs
first and have implemented their plan in terms of money. But, on closer
examination, it can be established that they fall a long way short of
their plans, on all indices of products, and the construction of the
power station as a whole is progressing very slowly.

If the power industry fails to implement its plan for capital
construction like this, it would not be able to meet the growing demand
for electrical power and, accordingly, would greatly impede the
development of the national economy as a whole and, in particular, the
priority growth of heavy industry. The personnel of this industry
should clearly grasp the importance of power production and correctly
implement their plan for capital construction whatever the
circumstances.

Another drawback in capital construction is that there is a great lot
of wastage.

This phenomenon is not limited to the sphere of construction of
power facilities; it is a shortcoming common to all branches of
construction work today.

In October last year, the plenary meeting of the Party Central
Committee held serious discussions on the problem of improving the
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work of capital construction. The keynote in this meeting is that we
should erect more inexpensive, functional and durable buildings faster.
Authorized by the Presidium of the Party Central Committee, |
recently examined how well did Pyongyang building workers know
the message of the October Plenary Meeting. With the builders |
assessed the work performed in the past and also discussed whether we
could economize more in designing and in building operations. At that
time, a worker rose and said that if they installed the switch board in a
recessed opening especially made for this purpose when starting to lay
bricks for a building, rather than installing a large, wall switch board
separately at the cost of a large sum of money as it is done at present, it
would be easy to install and also very economical. Another worker said
that it seemed to him that too many staircases were included in drafting
designs for two- or three-storey buildings. Thus, were they to reduce
their number a little and build more rooms instead, there would be
more flats. All their suggestions were correct. As a result of serious
consultations with the workers and engineers, a way was found to save
556 million won in the housing construction in Pyongyang alone.
When the potential tapped in the construction of public buildings is
added, the sum exceeds 1,000 million won. With this saved money we
can build enough dwellings to house 17,600 families more. The
Presidium of the Party Central Committee has decided to accept this
excellent suggestion of the builders of Pyongyang.

This simple fact is enough to show clearly what enormous potential
there is in the building industry. This alone tells us that in our country
the sphere of capital construction is very similar to virgin soil. This
sphere has the greatest potential and also the largest number of
problems which call for early solutions.

Our country cannot afford to allocate a large area of land for
housing construction because its territory is limited, and so as many
multi-storey houses as possible should be built. Nevertheless, our
officials are reluctant to build multi-storey houses on the pretext that
they require a large amount of funds.

It is said that in other countries it is now much cheaper to build
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multi-storey houses, and this should naturally be so. Contrary to this,
the building of one-storey houses is considered to be cheaper in our
country. On the basis of a detailed calculation this time, it has been
confirmed that the construction of multi-storey houses is economically
more advantageous, contrary to the advice of our officials. It took so
much funds to build multi-storey houses in the past, entirely because of
poor designs entailing a lot of wastage and of the failure to mechanize
building operations.

Officials of the Ministry of Electricity also need to reexamine the
construction of power stations in view of the message of the decision
of the October Plenary Meeting. In the field of the construction of
power stations, too, a good reassessment of the designs, building
operations and management work would probably result in substantial
economization. If you manage well, you might obtain enough funds to
build the Pyongyang Thermal Power Station.

Many draftsmen are present here, so | would like to take this
opportunity to stress once more the need to enhance their sense of
responsibility. As | often say, if a draftsman makes a small mistake and
draws a false line, he would cause a loss of hundreds of thousands or
even millions of won to the state treasury. Deeply conscious of what
great responsibility they bear to the Party, the state and the people,
draftsmen should always work, thinking of how to be more beneficial
to the Party and the state even when designing a blueprint or drawing a
line.

Furthermore, the personnel in the field of the power industry as
soon as possible should get rid of their wrong habit to consider with
disdain small and medium-sized power plants.

At present they tend to belittle small power plants because there are
many large power stations in our country. They refuse to recondition
and put small plants into operation quickly. This is very wrong. During
the Fatherland Liberation War we produced power by operating small
and medium-sized power plants including the Ryonghunggang Power
Plant. This is a good experience. Small and medium-sized power
plants and thermal power generators in factories are very important
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potential sources for power production. We should recondition and put
them in good working order as soon as possible and make use of all big
and small potential sources of power production.

Simultaneously with the reconditioning of ravaged small and
medium-sized power plants we should build more of them.

Since our country has rivers everywhere and many reservoirs, we
can build as many small and medium-sized power plants as we want if
only we choose to do so. If we install generators on the irrigation
canals now under construction on a large scale, we would be able to get
electric power at the cost of a fairly small amount of funds. In such a
way we would be able to push ahead with rural electrification. This
scheme is good in many ways, for it enables us to make an effective
use of water—irrigating the fields and producing electric power.
Furthermore, the small generators needed for such power plants are not
so difficult to manufacture. It is reported that at a certain cooperative in
Jagang Province they have made a generator by themselves. So this
would be quite possible at other places, too, if people get down to it in
earnest.

Construction of small and medium-sized power plants is also of
great significance in preparing our own forces to build large power
stations. It is all very well that you want to build large power stations.
But we lack experience. So it would not be right to try to construct only
large ones from the beginning. And it takes huge amounts of funds to
build large power stations. The financial situation of the country does
not allow us to do so. In the course of building small and medium-sized
power plants, our technical forces would expand and our experience
would be enhanced. The technical forces | have mentioned mean the
building forces, designing forces, and machine-building forces. By
grooming such technical forces, we must gradually prepare for the
building of large power stations in the future.

It is absolutely wrong to neglect the construction of large power
stations just because | put emphasis on the problem of building small
and medium-sized power plants. As you all know, without giving
priority to the power industry we cannot develop the national economy

45



and, accordingly, we cannot build socialism successfully. And with the
construction of small and medium-sized power plants alone, we cannot
keep power production ahead so as to meet the demand of the national
economy and socialist construction, nor meet the growing power needs
of the national economy. Therefore, we should also build large power
stations along with small and medium-sized ones, and energetically
make preparations for it. When | criticize you today, | only criticize
your tendency to consider with disdain small and medium-sized power
plants while constructing too many large power stations; | do not mean
to say that you should neglect the construction of large power stations
to take up just small and medium-sized ones.

Our country abounds in water-power resources and has lots of
places suitable for building power stations. We are now pushing ahead
with the construction of the Tongnogang Power Station in real earnest
and have already started work on the Kanggye Power Station, too. In
the future, we should harness all the water-power resources and expand
and strengthen the power capacity of the country. To do so, we should
build many power stations, big and small, at all suitable places
including the Amnok, Tuman, Sodu and Taedong Rivers.

From now on, personnel in the power industry should closely
investigate and register the water-power resources of our country and
make scrupulous preparations for building power stations on a large
scale. What must be seriously considered in particular in the building
of hydroelectric power stations in the future is that in view of the
economic situation of our country, such projects which can be quickly
constructed with small investments and which can be useful in many
ways, should be given priority. The orientation and order of priority in
the survey of the water-power resources should also be decided from
this point of view.

Since we are going to build many power stations in the future, we
should be far-sighted enough to pay close attention to the training of
technicians and skilled workers who would undertake their
construction and manage them. The workers in the power industry
should strive to raise their technical levels and skills and to master new
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techniques. School is not the only place to learn technology. Not all
university graduates are capable of performing such operations as
assembling huge, precision power-generating equipment and welding
iron pipes that withstand high water pressure. Such high-grade skills
can only be acquired quickly through practical work. Construction and
production sites seething with activity are as good places of learning as
schools. For the first time we are building such a power giant as the
Tongnogang Power Station by ourselves. We must train a large
number of competent electrical technicians and skilled workers
through this undertaking.

You should also learn modern techniques and experiences from
foreigners who are helping us in the construction of power stations.

If the workers improve their techniques and skills and introduce
new, technical know-how, they can prevent electrical accidents,
produce more power with the same equipment, and give greater
benefits to the state. All the workers, technicians and leading personnel
in the power industry should not be at all conceited, but they should
strive to continuously improve their technical levels and skills and
learn new techniques in the practice of reconstructing and managing
power stations, and to introduce modern techniques in production.

Another important task of the power industry is to establish a
system of work and order and strengthen discipline in the operation of
electrical equipment.

These days accidents involving electrical equipment including
generators are frequent. Analysis shows that in many cases the principal
cause is the failure to check and repair the equipment in good time and to
observe the recommended directions and discipline in their operation.

To establish a good system of work and order and strengthen
discipline is more vital in the power industry than in any other sectors.
This is because electricity is the main kind of energy, the most
important factor, needed to keep most industries in the country in
operation. Just as a man dies when the heart stops beating, so all
industries of the country would come to a standstill simultaneously
when the generators stop working.
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The workers in the power industry should establish a strict system
of work and order in handling the equipment, lose no time in checking
and repairing all electrical power facilities such as power stations and
transformer substations, tighten discipline in their running and strictly
observe the standard rules of operation, so that no accident happens.

At the same time, the struggle to take good care of power facilities
should be intensified. The power stations and power facilities in our
country belong neither to capitalists nor to any other individuals. Like
all other industrial facilities in our country, the electrical power
facilities, too, belong to our working class and people, and to you. It is
the sacred duty of all citizens to value, love and protect the properties
of the state and the people. You should always value and love as best as
you can the precious equipment gained at the cost of the sweat and
blood of our working class and people and fully utilize your wisdom
and enthusiasm so as to make them last longer and use them more
effectively.

Furthermore, the struggle to stimulate Party spirit amongst the
workers of the power industry should be strengthened.

Many of them are old-time intellectuals. Indeed, through the Party’s
education and in the course of the struggle with the enemy for more
than ten years since liberation, a great part of these people turned into
working-class intellectuals who faithfully serve the working class and
the people. But some of them still cling to ideological remnants of the
past. Some comrades are unwilling to rely on their Party organizations,
fail to implement Party decisions, and attend Party meetings with
reluctance. Not only that, but | have heard that they even obstruct these
meetings. This is outrageous. We should wage a resolute struggle
against such liberal ideological tendencies which are unworthy of a
Party member.

Needless to say, our personnel need to have technical know-how
and ability. But the most important thing is their ideological maturity, a
high degree of Party spirit, and willingness to work for our Party and
people with devotion. For us, technology separated from the interests
of the Party and the people is without value, and an engineer without
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Party spirit is not useful. We only need such technology and engineers
serving the Party, the working class and the people.

The engineers and all other personnel of the power industry should
always strive to become workers with high Party spirit, workers who
are boundlessly loyal to the Party and the revolution and who put their
technical know-how and knowledge to good use for the benefit of the
working class and the people.

High Party spirit means boundless loyalty to the Party, devotion of
one’s wisdom and zeal to defending the Party and implementing Party
policy, and unselfish struggle in the interests of the Party. Our Party is
representative of the interests of the working class and the working
people and the advanced group of people fighting for their happiness.
Therefore, to be loyal to the Party and to implement Party policy is a
struggle for one’s class and all the people and, at the same time, a
struggle for oneself.

A person with no Party spirit can have neither class spirit nor
loyalty to the people. After all, Party spirit, class spirit and loyalty to
the people are one and the same thing, and they are manifested in
boundless loyalty to the Party and the revolution and in loyalty to the
working class and the working people.

If a man, whether a Party member or not, is to be loyal to the Party
and the revolution and be faithful to the people, he should have high
Party spirit and class spirit and be humane. Party spirit should be
expressed not only in one’s ideological and political life but in the
implementation of the Party’s economic policies and in one’s private
life as well. Whoever is lacking in Party spirit, even to some degree, is
apt to commit serious mistakes, regardless of his subjective intentions,
and may slip into a quagmire before he knows it. The reason why the
Ministry of Electricity misinterpreted Party policy and committed an
error last year is also because its officials were lacking in Party spirit.

In the past, anti-Party factionalists like Kim Sung Hwa and Ri Phil
Gyu ignored the Party, neglected to implement Party decisions and
deliberately opposed Party policy. They challenged, “What on earth
does the Party know?” The party is literally an organization in which
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many people are gathered together. There is a saying, “Putting their
heads together, three shoemakers are wiser than Master Zhuge Liang”.
Then, how can our Party, an organization with mass wisdom, be worse
than Kim Sung Hwa or Ri Phil Gyu? Nevertheless, some believed in
Kim Sung Hwa and his ilk and followed them as their disciples, instead
of trusting our Party and fighting for its sake. This can be attributed to
two causes. One is that on seeing Kim Sung Hwa swaggering about
with an air of importance, they thought they could earn their bread only
by currying favour with him. The other is that they were taken in by
their false propaganda based on the “international current thought” or
that “the Korean Party is going to be overthrown”, and joined in the
anti-Party factionalist activities of such fellows as Choe Chang Ik and
Kim Sung Hwa. In the final analysis, both are anti-Party acts resulting
from lack of Party spirit.

Many comrades who committed errors due to lack of Party spirit in
the past have criticized themselves before the Party and are
endeavouring to rectify their mistakes. It is a good thing that they
should strive to do their work well, restarting with a clean slate after
truly realizing their mistakes and criticizing themselves before the
Party with an open mind. We know that these comrades have worked
well for more than ten years since liberation, and we believe that this
time they will correct their faults without fail.

In order not to commit such shameful errors again in the future,
they should further strengthen the struggle to stimulate their Party
spirit. In particular, the intellectuals should be active and energetic in
stimulating their Party spirit more than anybody else.

Attending Party meetings with sincerity and enthusiasm is an
important way of enhancing Party spirit. Everyone should acquire the
habit of trusting and relying on the Party in their work and lives, and
take an active part in organizational life including Party meetings. At
the same time, Party members should always make a deep study of
Party policy, arm themselves firmly with the Party ideology, defend
the Party and strive to implement Party policy anywhere and at any
time. If anyone should act against Party policy or try to infringe upon
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the interests of the Party, they should fight mercilessly and resolutely
against him, basing their struggle on strong Party principles.

Technicians should always be humble, learn with an open mind
without becoming self-complacent and make strenuous efforts to
improve their technical qualifications. At present, some technicians
assume an air of wisdom just because they got a little education during
Japanese imperialist rule, and they show the wrong tendency of
sticking to the accepted capacities of those days. Probably, even to the
Japanese themselves the standards set ten years ago have already
become obsolete. Furthermore, the Japanese used outdated capitalist
methods of work, whereas we are now employing progressive socialist
methods. How, then, can we cling to the accepted capacities set in the
days of Japanese imperialism?

We should stubbornly combat such conservatism and passivism
and all other remnants of outdated ideas. We should move forward
continuously and bring about radical changes uninterruptedly on the
road indicated by the Party without any self-complacency.

Lastly, the leading officials should strive to shed the bureaucratic
style of work, implement the mass line of our Party and acquire a
popular work style.

Speeches at today’s meeting have given me the impression that
even now the directors of enterprises, chiefs of management bureaus
and cadres of ministries are not willing to accept the creative ideas
suggested by people at the lower levels and that they do not solve their
problems in good time. | think it is necessary to warn them once more
against this today.

This is not the first time that the question of doing away with
bureaucracy has been brought up. Since the very first day we started to
build our new country, we have stressed the need that cadres should
acquire a popular style of work. Even after the plenary meeting of
December 1956, at meetings of the Party Central Committee and the
Cabinet, we told the leading officials many times to rectify their old
style of work and enhance their role. But some directors of enterprises
and cadres of ministries still lag behind their subordinates, picking on
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petty mistakes and preventing them from moving forward, instead of
giving them active support and assistance when they try to work better
and make creative suggestions. As a matter of fact, these sorts of
people are not made of leadership material. They trail behind, and they
are not qualified for positions of leadership.

Leading officials must not trail behind others. In order to perform
their role properly as leading workers, they should accept good
suggestions from subordinates with an open mind and put them into
practice without delay. And they should provide the necessary
conditions for everyone to work well.

Leading officials should always go to the masses, take counsel from
them, and mobilize their wisdom and strength for the settlement of
difficult problems. They should give close attention to this.

The December 1956 Plenary Meeting of the Party Central
Committee displayed great vitality. On no account was this due to the
fact that its decision was particularly better than others or due to the
fact that it had some secret up its sleeve. The point is that the wisdom
and strength of the masses were brought into action correctly for the
implementation of the decision of the plenary meeting.

In former days all that there was to do for the Party Central
Committee was to reach a decision and let it be known to lower Party
organizations. But after the December Plenary Meeting the leading
Party and Government officials went personally to production sites and
explained its decision to the workers and discussed with them the ways
to implement it. They went to the iron works, steel plants, power
stations, construction sites, farming districts and fishing villages,
where they lived with producers of iron, electricity, fabrics and rice
and conducted political work and concrete organizational work to
implement the decision of the plenary meeting.

I went to the Kangson Steel Plant and informed the workers of the
message of the plenary meeting. | told them that we had many things to
do such as building more houses, laying railways, reconditioning ports
and producing machinery. | told them that we were short of steel, and
so, | wanted to discuss with them ways of producing a little more steel.
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To this they answered in unison that they could produce more if the
Party demanded it. They made many good creative suggestions. We
gave active support to their suggestions and they splendidly carried out
their resolve. Thus, in 1957 the blooming workshop, for instance,
turned out 120,000 tons of steel materials at its mill which had an
accepted capacity of 60,000 tons. This was a great achievement.

Also, leading officials of the Party and Government went to the
countryside and discussed with peasants how to develop agricultural
production more quickly in view of the shortage of food grain and
meat, and roused them to a new production upswing. In response to the
Party’s call, the peasants came out unanimously in the struggle for
increased farm production, applying more manure to the fields and
weeding them well. In spite of the long spell of severe drought last
year, the peasants did not give up but overcame the dry weather by
carrying water jars on their heads to water their maize plants one by
one. In this way the peasants honoured the pledge they had given to the
Party with credit and produced 3,200,000 tons of grain for the first time
in the northern half of Korea. Before the war, we used to supply
peasants with more chemical fertilizers than we did last year, but the
peasants did not produce as much grain. In the days of Japanese
imperialist rule, production of so much grain was beyond imagination.

The success achieved in the power industry in the past was possible
only because the Party line and policy were fully understood by the
masses and the masses struggled for their implementation.

To believe in the strength of the masses and work by relying on
them, carry out the revolutionary tasks by mobilizing the wisdom and
creativeness of the masses is our Party’s traditional work method.
Leading officials should always explain the Party line and policy
correctly to the masses, accept their creative suggestions with an open
mind and actively help them to implement their resolve. The time has
gone when such a bureaucratic style of work as sitting in one’s office
issuing orders and ignoring the suggestions presented from the lower
levels, prevailed. Already since the April 1955 Plenary Meeting we
have waged a struggle at all Party levels against bureaucracy.
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Bureaucracy has nothing to do with our Party’s style of work and is
utterly intolerable within our Party. Leading personnel of the power
industry should also get rid of the bureaucratic style of work for good
and employ the Party method of work which means carrying out the
revolutionary tasks by believing in the strength of the masses and
mobilizing them.

I have spoken so far about some immediate tasks the Party Central
Committee has set before the power industry at present. | firmly
believe that all workers in the power industry will vigorously fight for
the implementation of the tasks assigned by the Party and thus
accelerate the development of the industry by tapping all its latent
reserves. | also believe that you will carry out your resolve to increase
production by 700 million kWh of electric power without fail this
year.
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THE KOREAN PEOPLE’S ARMY HAS INHERITED
THE ANTI-JAPANESE ARMED STRUGGLE

Speech to Officers and Men of Unit No. 324
of the Korean People’s Army
February 8, 1958

I have been authorized by the Presidium of the Central Committee
of the Workers’ Party of Korea to visit you comrades serving in Unit
No. 324, on the occasion of the tenth anniversary of the founding of the
Korean People’s Army.

On behalf of the Central Committee of the Workers’ Party of Korea
and the Government of the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea, |
would like first to offer warm greetings to you, the soldiers of Unit No.
324, and through you, to all the officers and men of the heroic Korean
People’s Army which is made up of good sons and daughters of the
Korean people and which defends our people’s government, our
people’s democratic system and our socialist achievements.

Availing myself of this opportunity, 1 would like to talk to you
about a few questions.

Our People’s Army has inherited the glorious anti-Japanese armed
struggle.
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The Korean People’s Army was founded as a regular army on
February 8, 1948. But this does not mean that our people had their own
army for the first time after the August 15 liberation. The Korean
People’s Army was founded ten years ago, but the Korean people had a
genuine armed force which fought imperialism and the feudal forces as
far back as 1932.

In the darkest period of Japanese imperialist rule, the staunch
communists of our country, guided by the Marxist-Leninist theory,
organized an Anti-Japanese Guerrilla Army, the first contingent of the
revolutionary people’s armed forces in our country, from the
progressive workers and peasants and patriotic youths who were
opposed to Japanese imperialism and wanted the national
independence and social emancipation of the Korean people.

Our People’s Army was founded with these patriotic fighters of the
anti-Japanese armed struggle as the backbone and on the basis of its
revolutionary patriotic traditions and valuable experience. For this
reason, the Korean People’s Army is the successor to the anti-Japanese
guerrilla struggle.

It seems, however, that some people think that our People’s Army
is the successor to the anti-Japanese guerrilla struggle only because
people who participated in that struggle now serve in it. The People’s
Army is the successor to the anti-Japanese guerrilla struggle regardless
of whether people who participated in that struggle now serve in it or
not.

Why do we call the People’s Army the glorious successor to the
anti-Japanese guerrilla struggle? It is because in the days of the
anti-Japanese guerrilla struggle, the Korean people already had a
people’s army which championed the interests of the masses of the
people, including the workers and peasants, instead of the interests of
the landlords and capitalists, and opposed imperialism. In a word, our
people have long had a real Marxist-Leninist army.

What does a Marxist-Leninist army fight for? It fights against
imperialism, in the interests of the working people. Therefore, we call
the People’s Army the successor to the anti-Japanese guerrilla struggle
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not merely because the people who participated in that struggle played a
leading role at the time when the regular army was organized, but even
more important, because the Anti-Japanese Guerrilla Army fought
under the banner of Marxism-Leninism against Japanese imperialism, to
defend the interests of the workers, peasants and other working people,
and the People’s Army has taken over such traditional feats.

It is true that the armies which fought against Japanese imperialism
included the “Righteous WVolunteers’ Army”, the “Korean
Independence Army” and the “Patriotic VVolunteers’ Corps”, but they
were all nationalist armies that championed the interests of the
propertied class.

Since the anti-Japanese armed struggle was launched the Korean
people acquired an army which, different from those armies, was
inspired by Marxist-Leninist ideology, which defended the interests of
the working people and battled resolutely against imperialism.

Our People’s Army is not the successor to an army that fought in
the interests of the landlords and capitalists. It is an army that has
inherited the revolutionary traditions of the Anti-Japanese Guerrilla
Army which, inspired by Marxist-Leninist ideology, fought against
imperialism in the interests of the working people, including workers
and peasants. It is a great honour for us that our People’s Army is the
successor to the Anti-Japanese Guerrilla Army.

What do we mean by the inheritance of revolutionary traditions of
the Anti-Japanese Guerrilla Army? We mean that the People’s Army
has inherited the ideological system of the Anti-Japanese Guerrilla
Army, its fine working methods and style.

The anti-Japanese guerrillas traditionally adopted a fighting spirit,
by which they fought not for the landlords and capitalists but for the
good of the working people, and always lived among the people and
struggled hand in hand with the people. The ideology of the
Anti-Japanese Guerrilla Army was a Marxist-Leninist ideology and its
aim was to strive for the establishment of a people’s government which
would fight imperialism and safeguard the interests of the working
people.
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In those days, the guerrillas, under the slogan that “As fish cannot
live without water, so the guerrillas cannot live without the people,”
always loved and respected the people and fought bravely for the
liberation of the country.

The guerrillas were not merely soldiers fighting the enemy; they
were also information workers who educated and inspired the people,
and also organizers who mobilized them. Wherever they went, they
formed various local organizations such as the Association for the
Restoration of the Fatherland, Anti-Japanese Association,
Anti-Japanese Union, Women’s Union, Anti-Japanese Youth League
and Liberation Struggle Union. These organizations were closely
rallied around the Anti-Japanese Guerrilla Army, and the guerrillas
and the people were closely united.

The anti-Japanese guerrillas were able to wage a partisan struggle
over a period of 15 years even though they did not have state power, as
they fought for the people and had the full support and backing of the
people.

There was a firm unity between superiors and subordinates in the
anti-Japanese guerrilla units. This means that the guerrilla army was
not an army based on the mercenary system, such as the army of the
propertied class in which superiors oppressed and humiliated their
subordinates.

The interests and purposes of the officers and men in the
Anti-Japanese Guerrilla Army were completely identical. In those
days, all officers were promoted from soldiers, who were all the sons
of the people. This was why there could not be any bitter feeling
between the officers and men, and there was established a beautiful
tradition of fighting together in close unity in the interests of the
people, living together, and respecting and loving each other.

The anti-Japanese guerrillas did not join the guerrilla army at the
request of others. They all came and joined voluntarily for the good
of the people, for the people’s government, to fight imperialism.
Those amongst them who had distinguished themselves in battle were
selected as commanders. Therefore, the guerrilla units were firmly
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united and had a very strong spirit of mutual respect and
comradeship.

There was a considerable number of other armies that fought
against the Japanese army. There was the “Independence Army”, that
operated in south Manchuria. But this army collapsed. In the
“Independence Army”, the interests of officers and soldiers were not
the same and those of the former conflicted with those of the people.
Accordingly, they could not continue fighting for a long period.

But in the Anti-Japanese Guerrilla Army, the relationship between
the officers and soldiers was more harmonious than that of blood
brothers, and both superiors and their subordinates were closely united
in mind and will.

Let me recall an incident which happened during the guerrilla
struggle. Sometime round 1941, during the most difficult period in the
anti-Japanese armed struggle, we changed the line of our struggle. On
the one hand, we trained many cadres in Soviet territory in anticipation
of the future development of the revolution; while on the other, we
switched over from large to small unit operations and intensified the
underground struggle with the aim of preserving our forces. In those
days the Japanese imperialists stepped up their “punitive operations”
and, therefore, it was very difficult to carry out large unit operations
and an open struggle.

One day a small group consisting of three men went to a locality on
a mission to set up an underground organization. The group got into
difficulties with regard to food and other matters. The leader of the
group started to show signs of indecision, unable to overcome the
difficulties. One morning he seized the pistols his comrades had left
behind when they went out to wash and urged them to surrender with
him to the Japanese enemy. He told them: “It is claimed in the guerrilla
army that there are conflicts between the Soviet Union and
imperialism, and between colonies and imperialism, which will lead to
a great future, and that, therefore, it is necessary to make preparations
to meet the forthcoming great revolution by preserving the
anti-Japanese armed forces, training cadres and extensively carrying
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out activities in local areas. But this is something which concerns the
future, and that is hard to believe. The Soviet Union has concluded a
neutrality pact with Japan. Who knows how many years have to pass
until the victory of the revolution is achieved? I’ve been with the
guerrillas for ten years now, but | do not see any hope. Only fools will
remain with them, but I can’t do so any longer.” In those days, the
Japanese imperialists distributed many reactionary leaflets urging the
anti-Japanese guerrilla units to surrender. When he was in Changchun
even Choe Nam Son once distributed the leaflets which called for
“surrender” in various places.

Then, the two other members of the group told him: “If you want to
go, go alone. Why do you want us to join you, and why are you going
to take away even our pistols? No matter what the prospects of the
revolution may be, how can we go away, leaving our comrades with
whom we have fought shoulder to shoulder for over ten years, only to
save our own skins? Our sense of justice does not permit us to do so.
Go alone, if you want to. Give us our pistols back. We will fight to the
last.”

But the coward said: “I won’t go back, because | would be executed
when you get back and report everything. | can’t return the pistols to
you right now, because you would use them against me. 1’ve decided to
go, anyway, but I’ll not take part in the punitive operation against the
guerrillas after my surrender. I’ll hang your pistols on the bridge. Go
and get them.” Then, he ran away.

The two resolved to report the incident without delay to the
guerrilla headquarters, though the deserter had promised he would not
join the “punitive operation”. They went down the mountain after dark
and found the two pistols hanging on the bridge. They picked them up
and made their way to their headquarters, which had already been
moved.

In those days it was a rule for the guerrillas to change the location of
the headquarters after sending out a small detachment, and then to set
up a liaison post there. So the two comrades waited for a contact. Their
provisions having run out, they were almost starved. After they started
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to lose hope, they wrote a message on a tree trunk with a piece of
charcoal saying that they had starved to death while the other one had
surrendered. Then they lay down under the tree. Soon after, a liaison
man arrived from the headquarters, and he carried them to the
headquarters on his back.

These soldiers treasured comradeship and remained faithful to the
revolution and their obligations.

In other armies there were cases of soldiers shooting their
commanders to death and running away. But in our guerrilla army, this
never happened.

As you see, the anti-Japanese guerrillas lived with the people and
fought for the people and the commanders and soldiers were firmly
united. This is a fine tradition which we must not fail to carry on.

Another fine tradition created by the anti-Japanese guerrilla
struggle is that of the fighting spirit in overcoming difficulties. The
anti-Japanese guerrillas waged arduous struggles for the victory of the
revolution and for the liberation of the country.

It is not an easy task to overthrow the old social system and build a
new society that brings everyone a happy life. This can be achieved
only through an arduous struggle. It is impossible to express verbally
all the difficulties involved in the guerrilla struggle.

Today the People’s Army, as a regular army, receives sufficient
supplies from the Party and the Government. But the guerrillas fought
arduously for 15 long years, and not just for a year or two, surmounting
all hardships. The guerrillas armed themselves with the weapons
captured from the enemy; they used the food and clothes seized from
the enemy, or relied on the help of the people.

It is not always so easy to continue valiant struggle steadfastly in
any situation whether it is favourable or not. In the closing days of
their rule the Japanese imperialists distributed leaflets among the
guerrillas which read: “Your strength is like millet floating in the sea.
How can you fight against the Greater Empire of Japan?” Of course,
it was very difficult for a small number of people to fight Japanese
imperialism.
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But the guerrillas, firmly enlightened with Marxist-Leninist
ideology, were confident of the collapse of capitalism and certainty of
a victory for socialism and communism. Therefore, they continued the
arduous struggle in the face of all difficulties and at last achieved final
victory.

Those who did not understand the Marxist-Leninist ideology could
not foresee the downfall of Japanese imperialism. Such people lost
confidence in the revolution and surrendered to the Japanese
imperialists. There were even some who deserted a few days before the
August 15 liberation. For this reason the problem of ideological
consciousness is more important than anything else.

Our People’s Army must adopt the revolutionary spirit of the
anti-Japanese guerrillas who fought hard for the victory of the
revolution with faith in Marxism-Leninism.

In its struggle, the Anti-Japanese Guerrilla Army, as a revolutionary
army of the working people and different from the nationalist army of
the propertied class, strengthened international solidarity with the
Soviet and Chinese people and maintained close ties particularly with
the Soviet Union. The anti-Japanese guerrillas belonged from the
beginning to one and the same family of communists. The guerrillas
defended the idea of Marx: “Workingmen of all countries, unite!” and
firmly armed themselves with the idea of proletarian internationalism.
This is another fine tradition of the Anti-Japanese Guerrilla Army that
the People’s Army should inherit.

| stress this today because it is necessary for the People’s Army,
which emerged victorious in the war, to have a clear understanding of
the great significance of inheriting the traditions of the anti-Japanese
guerrilla struggle in increasing its fighting efficiency to defend peace
and safeguard socialist construction.

Anti-Party factionalists came out against our People’s Army
inheriting the revolutionary traditions of the Anti-Japanese Guerrilla
Army. Why do they oppose this? Their aim is to prevent the People’s
Army from becoming an army with a strong revolutionary spirit like
the Anti-Japanese Guerrilla Army.

62



Should we become the successors of the “Independence Army” or
“Patriotic Volunteers’ Corps”, which defended the interests of the
propertied class, or the “Volunteers® Army” or Kim Tu Bong’s
“Independence Union” which never engaged in any battle with the
Japanese enemy, and fled at the mere sight of them? No, we cannot be
successors to such non-Marxist armies.

The only traditions we should carry forward are the revolutionary
traditions of the Anti-Japanese Guerrilla Army which fought to defend
the interests of the working people under the banner of
Marxism-Leninism.

Recently, the anti-Party factionalist Kim Ul Gyu demanded that our
People’s Army be the successor to the peasant movement in Kilju and
Myongchon. The peasant movement in Kilju and Myongchon, of
course, was a worthy revolutionary struggle like those of other
districts. However, in all respects, it was no more than a simple
struggle waged for a few days by the peasants against the Japanese
imperialists and landlords or a dispute involving tenants; it did not
develop into an armed struggle. No one can say that the peasant
movement in Kilju and Myongchon marked the beginning of the
Korean people’s armed forces, or that the Korean people had their
armed forces after that. All the peasants’ uprisings took place as a
result of the anti-Japanese armed struggle.

All the Korean people recognize the fact that our People’s Army
inherited the revolutionary traditions of the Anti-Japanese Guerrilla
Army. The heritage of such traditions is beneficial to us. There is
nothing wrong about it.

Why do the anti-Party factionalists oppose this? Their purpose is to
claim that no achievements were made by our country in the past and,
if there already was, to divide the credit among all groups. Their false
statements are utterly groundless.

The People’s Army did not rise out of nothing; it was founded in
1948 to inherit the glorious revolutionary traditions of the
Anti-Japanese Guerrilla Army and has grown into a reliable armed
force of the Korean revolution.
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When we speak of inheriting traditions, we do not mean
indiscriminately taking over everything.

In China there were also diverse independence movements and
armed struggles, but it was not until the Nanchang Uprising (August 1,
1927) that the Chinese People’s Liberation Army was founded. This
happened because the Chinese communists, under the leadership of the
Chinese Communist Party, took up arms for the first time only at that
time, rose in revolt against imperialist aggression and organized the
people’s revolutionary armed forces.

We must add more splendour to the history of the People’s Army
which has inherited the glorious revolutionary traditions of the
anti-Japanese guerrilla struggle.

The People’s Army was organized by the Workers’ Party of Korea
as the revolutionary armed forces of the Party to carry out the
anti-imperialist, anti-feudal democratic revolution and socialist
revolution in Korea.

One of the former cadres of the General Political Bureau
maintained that the People’s Army was not the army of the Workers’
Party but the “army of the united front”. Then, can the People’s Army
be an army of the Chongu Party or the Democratic Party? No,
absolutely not.

The Korean People’s Army is the armed forces of our Party
assigned to fulfil the revolutionary tasks set forth by our Party.

Some people get confused over the fact that there was no Party
organizations in the People’s Army when it was formed and that it
was only during the war that Party organizations were set up in it. Can
we call the People’s Army the “army of the united front” because we
did not have Party organizations in it when it was founded? No, we
cannot.

There are only two kinds of armies in the present-day world. One is
the army of the propertied class and the other, of the working class.
These two classes, that is, the propertied class and the working class,
are in conflict. Since the propertied class resorts to arms to maintain its
grip to power, the working class needs armed forces in order to carry
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out a revolution to overthrow the propertied class and build a new
society.

There can never be a neutral army that belongs neither to the
propertied class nor to the working class.

Who is going to overthrow capitalism, build socialism and then
communism in Korea? It is the Workers’ Party of Korea and the
Korean working class. Therefore, the Korean People’s Army, a
Marxist-Leninist army, is the army of the Workers’ Party of Korea.

In the People’s Army there are only the Workers’ Party
organizations. Certainly, in the army, there is the Democratic Youth
League, a mass organization which is guided by the Party. But under
no circumstances do we allow organizations of other parties to exist in
the army. There is nothing ambiguous about this. Those who talk
ambiguously about this have ulterior motives. It is nothing but an
attempt to divert the People’s Army from Marxism-Leninism and
change it into an army of the propertied class.

Our People’s Army is led only by the Workers’ Party of Korea. The
Korean People’s Army ensures with arms the fulfilment of the
revolutionary tasks set forth by the Party. Based on the principles of
Marxism-Leninism, the Party has organized the People’s Army to
bring about the democratic revolution and carry out the socialist
revolution. Nothing more can be said or considered in regard to this
problem.

The Korean People’s Army is a revolutionary Marxist-Leninist
army which is loyal only to the Workers’ Party of Korea and which
marches forward along the path of revolution under the sole leadership
of the Workers’ Party of Korea, guards the fruits of revolution gained
by the Party, and builds a new society by overthrowing the old one in a
revolutionary manner. We should remain steadfast at this point, and we
will not deviate even a little from this path.

The Korean People’s Army should, therefore, unite more firmly
behind the Party and make better ideological, combat and technical
preparations for the accomplishment of the revolutionary tasks
entrusted to it by our Party.
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I deem it necessary today to put greater emphasis on this point
because there are certain wrong ideas among members of the army.

The Korean People’s Army has a glorious decade-long history. It
has inherited the revolutionary traditions of the past anti-Japanese
guerrilla struggle and has a glorious record of defeating the US
imperialist army which had boasted of being the “strongest” in the
world.

The Korean People’s Army has now become a powerful army in all
respects. In the days of the anti-Japanese armed struggle only small
guerrilla units existed and in the early days following the founding of
the regular army there were only a few combined units. But today the
People’s Army has grown into a reliable revolutionary force, a force of
the Party and the Korean people that is powerful in all respects—be it
numerical strength, technique or political preparedness.

The Syngman Rhee puppet army, of course, is larger than ours. But
we can defeat it. In the days of the anti-Japanese struggle, the guerrillas
were, as the Japanese themselves said, literally “a drop in the sea”
compared with the Japanese imperialists.

Today, the balance of forces between us and the enemy is quite
different. The People’s Army is a powerful army which has a
memorable history of battles and a wealth of combat experience. Our
People’s Army, though smaller than that of the enemy, has
incomparable superiority over the latter. Our army is an army which is
inspired by the progressive ideology of Marxism-Leninism, an
invincible army which is provided with excellent technical equipment.
The People’s Army is an army led by the Workers’ Party. The
superiority of our army lies precisely in this fact.

It is not an exaggeration to say that practically none of our officers
had experienced major battles, such as those fought by the regular
army, before June 25, 1950. If there were any such experienced
soldiers, they were only the cadres who fought battles against the
Japanese army during the guerrilla struggle. The experience gained by
the guerrillas in the battle against the Japanese army cannot be
compared with the experience gained in large-scale modern warfare. In
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the period of peaceful construction before the war, our army only
underwent field training; it did not have actual combat experience. It
can be said that at that time almost none of our soldiers had ever seen
shells exploding and rifles being fired in actual battle.

But now the situation is quite different. Today our army is a
powerful experienced army which has won battles against a strong
enemy. Most of our officers and men have combat experience. Our
army has many cadres who had gained experience in the long guerrilla
struggle, and numerous cadres who were tested in the Fatherland
Liberation War. | believe that all the comrades present here had
advanced as far as the Raktong River. This is the most valuable asset of
the People’s Army.

Our drivers are also far better than those of the Syngman Rhee army
or the US forces. If we and the enemy had been placed the other way
round, as regards the air force, during the last war, the Syngman Rhee
army would not have held out. If drivers of the Syngman Rhee puppet
army are ordered to drive without headlights at night, with aircraft
flying overhead, they would never do it. However this presents no
problem to our drivers.

The ideological consciousness of our army drivers is different
from that of the drivers of the Syngman Rhee puppet army. The
soldiers of the puppet army do not know what they are fighting for
because they are mercenaries. But our army is strong because it
knows that it is fighting for the workers and peasants, for the country
and the people. The Syngman Rhee army is a tool in the hands of the
US enemy and is forced to fight in the forefront. But our People’s
Army is an army formed of soldiers who plan battles on their own and
fight voluntarily.

Our army has grown strong, both politically and ideologically, and
gained much combat experience. The situation was very difficult when
the enemy landed in Inchon during the war. We did not have platoon
leaders to organize units. Students who had never heard guns being
fired were sent to the front after one month of training, and so,
naturally, they could not fight well. Now the situation is different. If
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any one of our noncommissioned officers is ordered to carry out a
defence operation with 30 men right now, they will be able to fight
well. Even in those days, the enemy managed to land in Inchon only on
the third day. Now that we have much experienced cadres we are fully
capable of foiling any invasion attempt by the enemy.

Why then do we continue to give importance to the cadre army? We
do so with the aim of passing on the combat experience to recruits who
have not participated in battle, and thus training them to become cadres
capable of leading a battle.

The past ten-year history of the People’s Army is a most glorious
one. The People’s Army has today grown into an army which is fully
capable of defending the country’s independence, peace and socialism.
Our army has become incomparably strong in number, technigue,
consciousness and combat experience.

We are strong enough to successfully carry out the Korean
revolution. In the northern half we have a powerful revolutionary
democratic foundation, a population of 10 million, one million Party
members and millions of Democratic Youth League members, apart
from a strong combat-experienced army. Even in the period of the
anti-Japanese armed struggle when the enemy called us “a drop in the
sea” we managed to defeat the Japanese imperialists. How then can we
fail to successfully carry out the revolution with such strength as we
possess today? There can be no pessimism, but only optimism for us.

Under the leadership of our Party, our people made remarkable
achievements in the rebuilding and development of the national
economy in the years after the war.

Having successfully accomplished the Three-Year Plan, we have
embarked on the task of fulfilling the First Five-Year Plan. Although
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the First Five-Year Plan has not yet been made public, we succeeded to
reach targets for 1957 and are now carrying out the plan for 1958 in
accordance with the decisions of the Third Party Congress.

We are making preparations to submit the Five-Year Plan for
discussion at a Party conference this year and to endorse it at a session
of the Supreme People’s Assembly in the first half of the year.

Today industry and agriculture are developing at a much faster rate
than was envisaged in the draft Five-Year Plan. In particular, as a result
of the unparalleled enthusiasm displayed by our working people on
their jobs, in accordance with the decision of the December 1956
Plenary Meeting of the Party Central Committee, we exceeded the
targets of the national economic plan for 1957.

In 1957, industrial output was 44 per cent higher than in 1956, and
2.8 times the prewar level. In the agricultural sector, 3,200,000 tons of
grain were produced in 1957 as compared with 2,670,000 tons before
the war. This is the biggest harvest in the history of our country. In
agriculture we have basically solved the grain problem during the past
years. In the northern half, the present average grain yield per person of
the population amounts to more than 350 kilogrammes. Thus, industry
and agriculture in our country are now developing at a fast rate,
unprecedented in the whole world.

As regards the value of total output, industry accounts for
approximately 63 per cent and agriculture 37 per cent, the proportion
of industry being already far greater than that of agriculture. So, our
country is changing rapidly from one with an outdated agriculture into
an independent industrial-agrarian state.

Giving priority to the growth of heavy industry simultaneously with
the development of light industry and agriculture has been the basis of
our Party’s economic policy in the postwar period. This line of postwar
economic construction was decided upon at the Sixth Plenary Meeting
of the Party Central Committee in 1953.

This economic policy is quite correct. If we had not done so, we
would have failed to carry out the difficult tasks of rapidly improving
the people’s standard of living which had deteriorated as a result of the
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war and, at the same time, of strengthening the economic foundations
of our country.

Unless priority is given to heavy industry, it is impossible to
develop light industry and agriculture. We cannot increase grain
production and extensively develop agriculture unless we build many
irrigation systems and supply large quantities of fertilizers and farm
machines to the countryside. In order to increase grain production in
our country, which has a limited area of arable land, it is necessary to
raise the per-unit-area yields by supplying fertilizer in large quantities,
building many irrigation systems and producing many farm machines.

Irrigation projects need transformers, motors, reinforcement rods,
cement, electricity and so on, all of which must be produced by heavy
industry. Without developing heavy industry, it is impossible to
manufacture such things as cement, reinforcement rods, copper wire,
transformers and motors. The great success in agriculture is attributed
to the fact that we have given preference to the development of heavy
industry which enabled us to rebuild or construct cement, fertilizer and
machine-building factories and supply the countryside with large
quantities of pumps, motors, transformers, electric wire, water-pumps,
cement, fertilizers, farm machines, etc., and that, at the same time, we
have boldly undertaken the Phyongnam irrigation project and many
others in North and South Hwanghae Provinces and in various other
districts.

In future we will undertake more work to irrigate fields other than
paddy fields. The state continues to increase investment in this sector.

If we had to buy fertilizer from other countries instead of having
reconstructed the fertilizer factory, it would cost us a lot of money and
foreign suppliers would not readily comply with our order. We do not
have the money to purchase large quantities of fertilizer, either. But, as
we have rebuilt the fertilizer factory, we are now able to produce more
than 400,000 tons of fertilizer a year and supply them to the
countryside.

In this way, preferential reconstruction of heavy industry enabled
us to develop agriculture and increase the per-unit-area yields. From
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this it follows that heavy industry is essential for the development of
agriculture.

This is also the case with light industry. Light industry includes the
food-processing and textile industries which solve the problems of
food and clothing. These all depend on the development of heavy
industry and agriculture. Light industry, too, has made great progress
in the postwar period.

Before liberation, the Japanese imperialists pursued a colonial
plunder policy in our country and, accordingly, they did not develop
light industry. The Japanese imperialists robbed Korea of its raw
materials while at the same time they sold the country their goods at
high prices. A few textile mills in south Korea were the only light
industry factories that existed in our country before liberation. As the
country is divided, we are unable to make use of the light industry in
the southern half. In the northern half there was practically no light
industry. There were only two small textile mills, one in Sariwon and
the other in Sinuiju.

But in the postwar period we built a big new textile mill in
Pyongyang. Before the war north Korea produced 9 million metres of
fabrics each year. The average output at that time was less than one
metre per person. But now we produce over 100 million metres, that is,
nine to ten metres per person. By the end of this year, the figure will go
up to ten or eleven metres.

Unless we develop heavy industry on a priority basis, we cannot
supply raw fibre materials to light industry. For the production of
artificial and synthetic fibres, it is necessary to develop the chemical
industry. The development of the chemical industry requires the
development of the power and coal industries. Coal and electricity are
indispensable for operating factories. It is clear from this that chemical
fibre, a raw material for light industry, cannot be obtained either, without
developing heavy industry. The textile industry needs a large quantity of
caustic soda, which is also produced by the chemical industry.

Without heavy industry, it is impossible to develop the fishing
industry, even though we are surrounded by resourceful seas. We have
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to build fishing vessels, and we need shipyards in order to build them.
Many ships were destroyed during the war. But we are now able to
land hundreds of thousands of tons of fish. This, too, is attributed to the
construction of many fishing vessels at our shipyards in Chongjin,
Nampho and Rajin.

As for the building of houses we need cement, iron and lumber.
These, too, cannot be produced without heavy industry. How can you
expect to build good houses when you do not have cement,
reinforcement rods, electrical equipment, sanitary installations and
pipes?

But as we have reconstructed the Hwanghae Iron Works, Kim
Chaek Iron Works, Chongjin Steel Plant, Kangson Steel Plant and
Songjin Steel Plant by developing heavy industry on a priority basis,
we are able to produce pig iron, reinforcement rods, pipes and other
steel materials and thus build modern houses with them. We have built
many modern houses in the past. Since we have already laid the
foundations for the construction industry, we can build many more
houses in future. Had we not done this during the Three-Year Plan, we
would not have been able to build anything other than huts in our age
when a new culture is being established.

It is beyond dispute that the economic policy of our Party has been
correct.

Nevertheless, the anti-Party factional elements criticized and
opposed the economic policy of our Party. Their declarations are
utterly devoid of any theoretical justification. They did not study the
economy of our country and, making unfounded criticism on the Party
work, they claimed that priority should not be given to the
development of heavy industry.

Originally our country had big power stations, chemical factories
and iron and steel works. It is not permissible to abandon all these
things without reconstructing and developing them. We have some
foundations and conditions, so why cannot we ensure priority
growth of heavy industry simultaneously with the development of
agriculture and light industry?
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The anti-Party factional elements said it was impossible. They
proposed that instead of reconstructing and developing industry and
agriculture, we should use foreign assistance, that is, 1,000 million
rubles from the Soviet Union, 8,000,000 million yuan from China and
aid from other socialist countries, to buy consumer goods such as rice
and fabrics for a period of a few years.

The Party Central Committee rejected this. If we had used all the
foreign aid for food and fabrics what on earth could we have done
afterwards? It was a step in the right direction to build factories and
find a way of increasing industrial and agricultural production in order
to create conditions for a better life in future, although we had some
difficulties at that time. Is it right to go begging after using all the aid
for food? No one is likely to give more aid to such people.

The real intention of the anti-Party groups is to place our country in
a difficult position and destroy the revolution. Their declarations are
counter-revolutionary. It goes without saying that the anti-Party groups
opposed the correct policy of the Party. And even some of the friendly
parties had doubts about our Party’s economic policy. When the
Three-Year Plan was announced, some dubious people in the friendly
parties accused us of indulging in day dreams. But it was not a dream;
it was actually feasible.

We have consistently adhered to the policy of giving priority to
heavy industry and, at the same time, rapidly developing light industry
and agriculture. All our achievements are attributed to the fact that we
have made economical use of our natural resources and of the aid from
fraternal countries and devoted our principal efforts to building
foundations for heavy industry while, at the same time, developing
light industry and agriculture. Results have convincingly proved that
the economic policy of the Party has been fully correct.

What then is the basis of the Party’s economic policy in the First
Five-Year Plan? The central task of this plan is to further reinforce the
economic foundations of socialism and basically solve the problems of
food, clothing and housing for the people in the northern half. For the
accomplishment of this task, we must continue to put emphasis on
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heavy industry, simultaneously with the development of light industry
and agriculture.

In the sector of heavy industry, we must rapidly develop power,
coal, metal and chemical industries, and in particular the
machine-building industry

In the agricultural sector, the main stress must be put on grain
production and, at the same time, stockbreeding, industrial-crop
production, fruit growing, silk raising, etc., must be developed.

In order to enable all Koreans to have rice meals, it is necessary to
produce at least 3 million tons of rice. We must strive to put 500,000
hectares of paddy fields under full irrigation, expand their area to about
600,000 hectares and increase the per-unit-area yields, thus producing
far more rice than at present by the end of the First Five-Year Plan.

We have also laid foundations for developing stockbreeding. As a
result, we recently substantially cut the price of meat. An annual
production of 200,000-300,000 tons of meat in the years to come will
make it possible to supply an average 20-30 kilogrammes per person.
When we add 600,000 tons of fish to that, our living standard will
improve considerably. This is only possible if the Party properly
organizes work and gives good guidance.

Increased production of industrial crops is important in agriculture.
In order to solve the clothing problem, it is first necessary to obtain raw
fibre material by further developing cotton cultivation and sericulture.
Along with this, oil-bearing crops such as castor bean, sunflower and
sesame should be cultivated on a wider scale and thus production of
oil, soap, etc., should be further increased.

Then there is the fruit growing sector which should be further
developed. As a result of a campaign to increase orchards, we already
obtained 30,000 hectares of land last year alone. It is quite possible to
reclaim 100,000 hectares of land during the Five-Year Plan period.

In the villages throughout the country, a mass campaign is now
under way to expand irrigation facilities, increase the production of
compost, improve the quality of seeds and introduce advanced farming
methods.
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The most important factor for the major achievements we have
made in agriculture is the great victory in the socialist transformation
of this sector. We succeeded in accomplishing agricultural
cooperativization within three to four years after the war without any
problems. In the agricultural cooperative movement, we adopted the
policy of positively developing cooperatives on a wide scale, while
gradually gaining experience and training cadres through the
experimental stage. As a result, at present 95.6 per cent of all peasant
households are members of cooperatives. Socialist cooperativization in
agriculture has thus been nearly completed.

Some peasants are still not members of cooperatives. They are the
peasants who are scattered in mountain areas, or speculators living in
cities or county seats, who are engaged partly in farming and partly in
trade. There are others who are well-to-do peasants, or people who
oppose cooperativization. The Party follows the policy of making
these people change their mind not by force but by means of
explanation and persuasion, by convincing them with facts of
advantages of the cooperative economy.

We should see to it that the living standard of every cooperative
member reaches that of the former well-to-do middle peasant. When
each peasant household starts receiving, as its share, an average of 2.5
tons of rice and 25,000-30,000 won in cash we could say that its
standard of living has reached the level of the former well-to-do middle
peasant. It can be said that the standard of living of the middle peasant
has now been generally reached. But this is not enough. Our immediate
aim is to increase the income of cooperative members to the level of
the former well-to-do middle peasant.

An important task confronting agricultural cooperatives is to
continue to give a boost to agricultural production and thus increase the
income of members and further accumulate their common property.
Along with this, it is necessary to intensify efforts to educate the
peasants in socialist ideology, with a view to consolidating the victory
achieved in the socialist transformation of the countryside.

Under the conditions in which the form of agricultural economy has
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been transformed the immediate, important tasks are to remould the
consciousness of the peasants along socialist lines and gradually carry
out the technological reconstruction of agriculture.

Light industry, too, has big prospects of development. It is
important to produce a large quantity of synthetic and artificial fibres
by continuously developing the chemical industry. In our country
which has a small area of arable land, we cannot solve the question of
fibres only by relying on cotton. Hence it is necessary to produce a
large quantity of synthetic and artificial fibres to augment the
production of fabrics. By the end of the First Five-Year Plan,
per-capita production of fabrics will reach 18 metres. This is a high
figure and represents a great leap forward.

Workers and technicians in light industry have pledged to the state
to produce 10,000 million won of goods above the plan targets this
year.

It is also necessary to develop the food-processing industry. This
industry is the most outdated branch of our economy at present.

For the acceleration of socialist construction, it is necessary to
improve the people’s living standard and give jobs to more women.
This requires enabling them to organize their life in a better way. To
this end, the food-processing industry should be developed so that
processed meat, vegetables, fruit and such things could be supplied to
the population. When we plant fruit trees over 100,000 hectares of
land, we cannot consume all the fruit in the harvesting season. We
should dry or can fruit and vegetables in order to supply them to the
population all year round.

It is also important to increase the production of essential
commodities. We cannot yet produce all such commodities by
ourselves. We should produce a wide range of daily essentials and
improve their quality.

The housing problem is as important as those concerning food and
clothing. We have built many houses in the postwar period, but we still
need more houses.

Workers in the construction industry are now striving to implement
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the Party’s construction policy. It is important to quickly build many
convenient and durable houses with less materials and at a low cost.
This is the basic policy of the Party for the construction industry.

Some people say: “We are told to quickly build many convenient
and durable houses at a low cost. But how can we manage this with all
existing difficult conditions?” You can if you show enthusiasm and
initiative. Tackle it, and you will succeed to do it.

In the past anti-Party factionalists in the construction and
building-materials industries, criticized and strongly opposed the
policy of our Party. The October 1957 Plenary Meeting of the Party
Central Committee exposed and condemned the harmful deeds of
anti-Party factionalists in the field of construction. The Party explained
thoroughly to the builders its construction policy and conducted a
political and ideological struggle to eliminate the harmful effects of
actions by anti-Party factionalists in the field of construction.

The Presidium of the Party Central Committee inspected work in
the field of construction and decided to cut down the cost of
construction per square metre to 1,800 won. This was done because the
Party properly organized and mobilized the workers, technicians and
office employees and took advantage of their creative enthusiasm. Our
builders eliminated the harmful effects of the behaviour by anti-Party
factionalists and responded to the call of the Party, and as a result, they
have managed to build a modern two-room family flat covering an area
of 35 square metres at a cost of 50,000-60,000 won. In building army
barracks, it is also necessary to use reserves in accordance with the
decision of the Presidium.

The Third Party Congress decided to build houses over a 7,200,000
square-metre area during the Five-Year Plan. And the designers and
workers have decided that it is possible to build 10,000,000 square
metres of housing with the same funds in towns and workers’ districts.
In Pyongyang a campaign is being launched to build multi-storey
apartments for 17,000 families this year.

We plan to build 200,000 houses in the countryside during the First
Five-Year Plan. But this does not mean the final solution of the
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housing problem in the countryside. Peasant households number one
million, and 60 per cent of them need new houses. When we build
200,000 houses in a second five-year plan period and a similar number
in a third five-year plan period, tile-roofed houses will replace nearly
all of our farm houses.

These are the Party’s policies with regard to the development of
industry and agriculture, and the construction of houses.

Further details pertaining to the Five-Year Plan will be discussed at
a Party conference. When we accomplish the First Five-Year Plan,
socialist construction in our country will have made giant strides
forward.

The building of socialism in the northern half of Korea provides a
solid guarantee for the reunification of the country. For the attainment
of the peaceful reunification of the country, it is important above all to
show the advantages of the socialist system established in the northern
half. All the people in the southern half must thus be fully convinced of
the advantage of the system established in the northern half. This will
promote the reunification of the country.

Everyone knows that Kim Ku and Kim Kyu Sik were die-hard
nationalists who had been dead-set against communism in the past. But
they finally arrived at a compromise with us in 1948. When Kim Ku
came and saw things in north Korea, he said: “lI now realize that
genuine communists are here. Communists are genuine patriots,
indeed. We oppose the United States. We fully support those of you
who are patriots.” And when leaving for south Korea, he had this to
say: “l wish to be here in north Korea. But if | stay here, they will say |
have been detained in north Korea. So | have no choice but to go back
to south Korea. But | will never work for the Americans. | will tell the

78



people that north Korea pursues a correct policy and that the people are
happy. I will come again when | find it impossible to continue living in
south Korea. | hope you will give me an orchard then.”

On his return to south Korea, Kim Ku, once a die-hard opponent of
communism, took a stand against US imperialism and propagated the
correctness of our policy among youths. As a result, even those who
had had an erroneous idea of communism gradually came to
understand it better, and this finally led the Americans to assassinate
him. Kim Ku did wrong things in the past, but it is true that he was
doing what was right in the last days of his life.

Even a man like Kim Ku supported us after he witnessed such
construction work in the northern half. Needless to say, the masses of
the people in south Korea will support us and rise against the Syngman
Rhee regime when they become aware of the real state of affairs in the
northern half. The overwhelming majority of workers and peasants in
south Korea support us as we have common interests. Those who
oppose us are only a handful of reactionaries and the victims of
malicious propaganda and deception.

When the border between north and south is opened and the people
of south Korea could freely travel to the northern half and see what we
have done, they will find an independent economy here, an economy
that does not depend on foreign countries.

We have now introduced compulsory primary education and by the
end of the First Five-Year Plan all the children and youths of Korea
will receive compulsory secondary education as well. This is the way
to develop our national culture, the way to turn our country into a
civilized one.

All the workers and peasants in the northern half live a decent life
free from the problem of unemployment—doing their jobs well, having
good meals, being well clothed and living in good houses. South Korea
has 1,130,000 unemployed persons and when those who are employed
on part-time basis are added, the figure reaches over 3,000,000.

Paddy fields in south Korea cover an area of 1,100,000 hectares of
land which is twice as much as ours. But the rice harvest last year was
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no more than 15 million sok although it is said to have increased by 10
per cent. If considered in terms of tonnage, this means 2,200,000 tons.
Even when minor grain and summer crops are included, the harvest
does not exceed 3,000,000 tons. South Korea has a population twice
the size of ours, so how can they get along with this? We are
self-sufficient in food, but south Korea is not. Consequently, south
Korea turns to the Americans to obtain grain from them—rotten maize,
barley and wheat. But even these are almost beyond the reach of the
peasants. The number of peasant households which abandon farming
and are without food is increasing year after year.

Which road will the peasants in the southern half choose when they
compare our constantly developing socialist agricultural sector with
agriculture in the southern half? There is not a shadow of doubt that
they will follow the road we are taking.

The living conditions of the south Korean workers are just as
miserable as those of the peasants. You can easily imagine the present
plight of the south Korean workers when you recall the miserable life
of the workers under Japanese imperialist rule. The south Korean
workers are exploited and oppressed more cruelly than under Japanese
rule. Far from enjoying freedom and rights, they even find it difficult to
keep on living.

Under such conditions, which system and which policy will the
south Korean workers choose when they join us after the barriers
between north and south are torn down? They will never vote for the
corrupt dictatorship of Syngman Rhee. They will all raise their hands
in favour of the socialist system. So the greater our achievements in
socialist construction, the faster the reunification of the country will be
attained.

Last February 5, a Cabinet meeting again put forward a proposal for
the peaceful reunification of the country. Some people would ask why
we repeated the same thing, but our reunification proposal is only just
and, therefore, we must be persistent in our efforts to propose it.

The Korean Armistice Agreement provides for the convening of a
higher level political conference with the participation of
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representatives of north and south Korea, and representatives of the
countries concerned, to discuss the question of peaceful reunification.
This decision, however, has not been effected owing to the
manoeuvring of the US imperialists. Later, our Government delegates
took part in the 1954 Geneva Conference, and at that time they
advanced a proposal similar to that put forward in the recent statement
of the Government of the Republic. But the conference failed owing to
the opposition of Dulles, the so-called “delegates of the member states
of the UN Forces” which took part in the aggressive war in Korea and
the Syngman Rhee clique.

In the years that followed, the situation in south Korea worsened.
The US imperialists transferred the “UN Command” from Japan to
south Korea, enlarged the south Korean puppet army and now they
have brought in atomic weapons and are conducting offensive atomic
exercises. The Americans shoot Koreans dead almost every day; they
have ruined south Korea’s economy and pushed the workers and
peasants into extreme poverty.

We can no longer tolerate such a state of affairs. So we have issued
another statement with a view to achieving the peaceful reunification
of the country and relieving the south Korean people from such
hardships.

We demand that a solution to the Korean question be found by the
Koreans themselves following the withdrawal of all foreign troops.
That is, our demand is to solve the question through negotiations
between north and south Korea after the withdrawal of both the
Chinese People’s Volunteers and the US army. When the US army
pulls out, the south Korean authorities, under the pressure of the
people, will be compelled to enter into negotiations with us.

Our aim is to negotiate. We declare that the freedom of activities of
political parties and social organizations should be guaranteed and that
elections be held in north and south Korea. What we mean is that
Syngman Rhee’s Liberal Party will be free to carry out activities in
north Korea and, in return, activities of the Workers’ Party in south
Korea should not be disrupted. Probably, even if Syngman Rhee were
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to organize the Liberal Party in the northern half, only former landlords
whose land was confiscated would become members. But no one in his
right mind would join the Liberal Party. The number of members
would perhaps be only a few thousands.

But our Workers’ Party will certainly gain ground in south Korea.
Our Party will advocate distribution of land to the peasants,
construction of irrigation projects for them, introduction of an
eight-hour workday and social insurance systems for the workers, and
the building of many holiday homes. The people will actively support
our stand. So, why should we be afraid of elections?

Syngman Rhee will, of course, ignore our proposal. He demands
that “elections” be held only in the northern half under the “UN”
supervision because he insists that the “elections” already held in south
Korea are effective. How can we accept this?

We call for democratic elections, which means holding elections
under conditions in which political parties and social organizations are
guaranteed freedom of activities. We want that both sides be free to
make speeches before the masses and have freedom of activities and
that free elections be held. Syngman Rhee fears these things. He fears
all words which the people like to hear, such as democracy, freedom,
peace and reunification. The people will support us. Once the US army
withdraws, Syngman Rhee will be forced to enter into negotiations
with us under the pressure of the people.

We have reduced the People’s Army by 80,000 men. Syngman
Rhee must also do the same, instead of keeping an army of 700,000
men.

The strength of Syngman Rhee’s army is insignificant. It has many
internal problems. The relationship between the superior and the
subordinate in this army is not like ours, for the officers are the sons of
the landlords and capitalists, while the soldiers are sons of the workers
and peasants.

When the strength of the armies of north and south is reduced to the
same level and the people, including the soldiers, are permitted to
travel freely in peace, many people in south Korea will not support
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Syngman Rhee but will follow us.

Our stand is justified. Our proposals also have the approval of the
south Korean people and the support of people throughout the world.

Following the publication of our Government statement, the
Chinese Government yesterday issued a statement in which it
expressed its readiness to hold negotiations with the Korean
Government on the question of withdrawing the Chinese People’s
Volunteers, and also demanded the withdrawal of the US army from
south Korea. A Government delegation from the People’s Republic of
China, led by Premier Zhou Enlai, will visit Korea soon. We will then
discuss the question of the withdrawal of the Chinese People’s
Volunteers. The Chinese People’s Volunteers are expected to return to
their country even if the US army refuses to pull out.

There is no reason why we cannot continue to defend our socialist
system on our own after the withdrawal of the Chinese People’s
Volunteers. We are fully able to guarantee national defence. Our
People’s Army is not technically inferior to the enemy; it is a
revolutionary army which is ideologically strong. Our army,
enlightened by Marxist-Leninist ideology, is fully capable of fighting
against great odds with only a small force. Though numerically larger,
the Syngman Rhee puppet army is disorderly and has no advantage,
technically or in combat experience, at all over our army. The
Syngman Rhee army is a mercenary army which is politically and
ideologically weak.

We can do well even after the withdrawal of the Chinese People’s
Volunteers. We can successfully repel any enemy invasion on our
own.

The withdrawal of the Chinese People’s Volunteers will be a heavy
blow to the enemy at a time when we call for the peaceful solution to
the Korean question.

There is no reason whatsoever for the US army to remain in south
Korea. The US army must get out at once. After the withdrawal of the
Chinese People’s Volunteers, we will call even louder: “US army, get
out of Korea!”
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As the Chinese People’s Volunteers may withdraw after the
forthcoming talks between the Governments of Korea and China, we
must make ideological preparations and organize all work in
anticipation of their pullout.

In order to enable the People’s Army, with its own strength, to
protect the socialist achievements, safeguard the people’s government
and firmly secure our defence, repelling the intruding enemy, it is
necessary, above all, to intensify the political and ideological
education of our soldiers. Armaments like guns and aircraft are, of
course, important too, but still more important is the strengthening of
the political and ideological education of servicemen.

We must see, in the first place, that they have a correct
understanding of the peaceful reunification of the country. Only when
the People’s Army is strengthened can we preserve peace and achieve
peaceful reunification. It seems that some comrades believe that
peaceful reunification will make members of the army redundant. This
is a big mistake.

The more the Party and the Government call for peaceful
reunification, the stronger should be our People’s Army and the firmer
its ideological preparedness. If the combat capabilities of the People’s
Army weaken, peaceful negotiations cannot be conceivable and the
enemy will try to defeat us.

Only while we remain strong, will the enemy be deterred from
attacking us and will peaceful reunification be achieved. Even if the
enemy dares to attack us, we can strike back. So there is no reason why
we should slacken our combat training only because we insist for
peaceful reunification. You must not allow yourselves under any
circumstances to become lazy and negligent. All officers and men in
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the People’s Army should keep this in mind.

The important thing in ideological work is to intensify education in
socialist patriotism. | have stressed this point time and again. This is
the slogan the Party put forward right after the armistice.

Each and every man, officer and general should clearly understand
whom they serve and what they are fighting for. Syngman Rhee is also
talking about “patriotism”. But the patriotism we mean is not the
patriotism of the capitalists and landlords, but socialist patriotism. We
need patriotism to defend the interests of the workers, peasants and all
other working people and to safeguard their socialist achievements.

While literally selling the country to the United States, Syngman
Rhee urges the puppet armymen to become loyal subjects like Ulji
Mun Dok. They call us “Reds” and are spreading false propaganda
against us by saying that we are “stooges” of the Soviet Union.

We have the same ideology as the Soviet people and, like the Soviet
Union, we are building a social system free from exploitation of man
by man, in which the workers and peasants are their own masters. It
follows from such ideas that we support and defend the Soviet Union.

For whom and for what are we fighting? We fight for the interests
of the workers, peasants and other working people and we fight for
socialism, and in defence of socialist gains. It is, therefore, necessary to
convince the soldiers that ours is not a bourgeois patriotism, but a
patriotism for the socialist country where power is in the hands of the
workers and peasants.

Only when they are fully aware of socialist patriotism, will every
officer and man understand for whom and for what they are shedding
their blood, and fight courageously against the enemy.

The servicemen should be encouraged to show loyalty to the Party.
The Korean People’s Army is the army of the Workers’ Party of Korea.

The Workers’ Party of Korea leads the people in the struggle to
carry out the tasks of the anti-imperialist, anti-feudal democratic
revolution to liberate the people in the southern half from the
oppression of US imperialism and feudal forces, and to fulfil the
socialist revolution in the northern half. Therefore, the People’s Army,
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the army of the Workers’ Party, should fully understand that it is a
revolutionary armed force which must contribute to the fulfilment of
the tasks of carrying out the anti-imperialist, anti-feudal democratic
revolution in Korea and achieving the reunification and independence
of the country, while defending the socialist revolution and the
socialist achievements.

It is necessary to strengthen Party work in the People’s Army so
that it will become more loyal to the Party. As we found out during the
inspection conducted by the Party Central Committee, Party work in
the army has many shortcomings.

First of all, Party members and servicemen in the army were not
well educated to carry out the revolutionary tasks and policy of the
Party. Anti-Party factionalists, particularly Kim Ul Gyu, Choe Wal
Jong and others, plotted to destroy the Party ideas with parochialism
and factionalism in the General Political Bureau and by propagating
the wrong “theory” which could cause great confusion in political
work.

The anti-Party factionalists ignored the revolutionary patriotic
traditions of the Anti-Japanese Guerrilla Army and insisted that the
People’s Army was not the Party’s army but an “army of the
Democratic Front for the Reunification of Korea”. They attempted to
destroy the loyalty to the Party of hard-core members, selected from
each cell and sent by the Party to serve in the People’s Army at a time
when it was being set up and also destroy the loyalty of members with
the strongest Party spirit who had advanced as far as the Raktong River
and then returned fighting their way back across rugged mountain
regions, suffering great hardship. They also attempted to separate the
Party from the army.

The central figures leading the recently exposed anti-Party
factionalists are former members of the New Democratic Party. Kim
Tu Bong, Choe Chang Ik, among others, are all members of the New
Democratic Party. The intention of the anti-Party factionalists was to
eliminate hard-core members who originated in the Communist Party
and to establish within our Party the influence of those who originated
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from the New Democratic Party, that is, men of petty-bourgeois origin.
It does not mean, of course, that all former members of the New
Democratic Party have this tendency.

The anti-Party factional elements intended to turn our Party into a
petty-bourgeois party and to pursue a neutral policy towards both the
Soviet Union and the United States, and attempted to push our country
along a lawless and dangerous path.

The former Director of the General Political Bureau Choe Jong
Hak, took no definite actions to fully expose and condemn the criminal
deeds of the anti-Party factional elements and to arouse hostility
against such elements from Party members and soldiers.

Party work in the army has many shortcomings. But the People’s
Army is formed of reliable Party elements, so, most members, except a
few who wavered, were not influenced.

Another serious matter was that the decisions of the Party Central
Committee and its directives to the People’s Army were not properly
spread and explained within the army. The General Political Bureau
submitted false reports to the Party Central Committee, claiming that
everything was going well.

The Party organizational system in the army was also not correct: it
enabled many officers to keep afar from Party life and to place
themselves beyond the control of the Party. Consequently, some
officers became arrogant and warlordism grew among them.

The one-man management system is enforced in the army, but no
commanding officer should place himself beyond Party control. When
they are not under the control of the Party, some people become
negligent and corrupt; they make their men chop firewood, fail to keep
discipline and commit various irregularities. There are cases of officers
who are offended and make complaints even when they are slightly
criticized.

There are cases where officers neglect the education of those who
fought well against the enemy during the war and then punish them
outright when they make mistakes. The Party Central Committee is
very sad to see brave combatants, who had fought so courageously,

87



shed their blood and risked their lives, being treated like that.

Why are those people who fought so well treated in such a manner
without day-to-day guidance or education simply because they made
mistakes at some time? This is not the way to educate these fine
people.

All this is due to the failure to strengthen Party life.

The Rules of our Party explicitly point out that every Party member
should thoroughly follow Party life, and the documents of the Third
Party Congress emphatically set forth the task of observing the
Leninist standards of Party life. This task, however, is neglected in the
army. There are Party members who have attended only one Party
meeting in a year. Commanders, chiefs of staff and heads of political
departments of army corps are criticized slightly only when they attend
officers’ training courses organized at the Ministry of Defence. Except
for this, there is nothing that guides, educates and controls them.

We believe that the Party Central Committee has made a timely and
proper inspection. It is necessary to initiate in future a system of Party
committees in the People’s Army—from the Ministry of Defence down
to divisions and regiments.

All the Party members, without exception, should take part in Party
life, receive education in the Party organizations, and regard it as the
highest honour and duty to be loyal to the Party.

To implement the decision of the Party Central Committee in
conformity with their actual conditions, the Party committees in the
army should discuss it and take measures for its implementation. It is
the most important task confronting the Party organizations in the
army to normalize Party life and completely restore the standards of
Party life. Only by carrying out this task, will it be possible to educate
everybody in the Party, from the generals down to soldiers, through
loyalty to the Party and to make even servicemen who are not Party
members fight for the Workers’ Party of Korea.

All military men, united behind the Party Central Committee,
should determinedly fight against the anti-Party elements, including
those who seek parochialism.
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Parochialism is the hotbed of factionalism. In the General Political
Bureau Kim U1 Gyu carried out factional activities with people from
Kilju and Myongchon.

Those who claim that they were engaged in a revolutionary struggle
at home must follow Party life more strictly. They were imprisoned for
having organized tenant farmers’ struggles and only shouted manse,
but they had no experience in Party life. While in prison they might
have been mentally tested, but they had no opportunity to receive
political education. Nepotism and parochialism which lead to the
practice of going about in a group of close people and seeking a high
position while neglecting study despite having no education, provide a
hotbed for factionalism. Parochialism and factionalism should not be
tolerated.

Anything that goes against the Party policy must be thoroughly
opposed. There should not be a single alien element in the People’s
Army since it protects the Party with arms. A vigorous ideological
campaign should, therefore, continue within the army.

Education of soldiers in the Marxist-Leninist ideology should be
intensified. It is important to arm the servicemen with the world
outlook of dialectical materialism. Only with the world outlook of
dialectical materialism that new things triumph and old things
disappear, can everybody fight valiantly to the last, overcoming all
difficulties, and clearly understand the trend of developments evenin a
confused situation.

As the declaration of the international Moscow conference of
representatives of the Communist and Workers’ Parties pointed out,
socialism has now grown incomparably stronger and capitalism is
declining further. The socialist camp prevails decisively over the
forces of imperialism with regard to the number of people and
scientific and technological progress. Every soldier and Party member
should have faith in the final victory for socialism.

When you study the declaration of the Moscow conference, you
will find that our Party policy has been correct on the questions of
combatting dogmatism and revisionism or defending the Soviet Union
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and appraising imperialism. Therefore, when you study the declaration
of the Moscow conference and the documents of the Enlarged
December 1957 Plenary Meeting of the Party Central Committee, you
should not fail to study them in conformity with the policy of our Party.

It is always necessary to look back on the path our Party has taken.
Then your confidence in the Party Central Committee will become
more stronger, your sense of pride in being members of the Workers’
Party will grow even more and you will be more convinced that all the
work carried out by our Party leads the people to victory.

Next, training should be stepped up in the army. Ours is an age
when amazing technical progress is being made. Modern arms should
be prepared to keep pace with the development of the times. The Party
Central Committee gives much money to our army. We cannot fight
the enemy well without modern technology, however high our
consciousness. Therefore, the People’s Army should be strengthened
with the latest military technology. Along with the Marxist-Leninist
ideology, modern military technology should be introduced.

The technological level of artillery and all other branches of the
armed forces should be improved, and the military personnel should
master their arms.

In order to fight back powerful enemy forces with a small army it is
important to reinforce fortifications. Fortifications are important
particularly in modern warfare.

Following their humiliating defeat in the past war the Americans
said that “modern technology came off a loser to the technology of the
feudal age.” They said so because we fought from strong fortifications
and defeated them.

When we build strong fortifications, we can defend ourselves
against an enemy that can be not three times, but even five or six times
stronger. It is necessary to build up solid fortifications properly.

In conclusion, you should keep stricter discipline in the army,
struggle against corruption, fight against counter-revolutionary
elements and intensify the counter-espionage struggle by maintaining
the vigilance. The enemy is plotting to destroy our army from its
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foundations. The Party calls for stricter revolutionary vigilance at all
times. You should prevent malicious elements from infiltrating your
ranks, instead of merely remaining on the alert for the sound of
gunfiring in south Korea.

No spy can infiltrate when there is strict discipline, when things are
in perfect order and armymen have a high degree of ideological
consciousness. At a place where discipline is lax, where things are in
disorder, and uncontrolled acts are tolerated, it is impossible to
uncover spies even though they may be active. Therefore, it is
necessary to establish discipline and order and thoroughly carry out
guard and garrison duties. A spy never puts a label on his forehead to
indicate he is a spy, nor does he answer even if you shout, “Who is the
spy?”

When strict discipline and order are enforced and the ideological
system is firmly established, all negative elements can quickly be
detected and exposed. Hence, the need for tightening Party discipline,
strengthening the unity of the Party and intensifying vigilance.

By reinforcing our revolutionary foundations and strengthening the
People’s Army we will provide a decisive guarantee for the peaceful
reunification of the country. | am sure that you will do your utmost to
strengthen combat capabilities of the People’s Army in every possible
way.
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FOR THE SUCCESSFUL IMPLEMENTATION
OF THE FIRST FIVE-YEAR PLAN

Concluding Speech at a Conference
of the Workers’ Party of Korea
March 6, 1958

Comrades,

We have discussed very important issues at this conference. We
have discussed how to promote socialist construction in the northern
half of Korea and how to further consolidate our Party, the General
Staff of our revolution. The discussion of these issues is of tremendous
importance.

To further strengthen our Party and successfully promote socialism
in the northern half, the source and main position of our revolution,
means precisely to further increase the political and economic forces of
our revolution.

In our country it is only our Party which fully devotes itself to the
struggle, in whatever adversities, for the benefit of all the people, for
the welfare and prosperity of our nation and for the reunification and
independence of the country; it alone shows all the people the path of
struggle. This proves that it is natural for all the Korean people to trust
their destiny in the hands of our Party. Moreover, it proves that only
our Party is capable of taking the responsibility for the destiny of the
Korean people upon its shoulders.

You have unanimously supported the draft First Five-Year Plan for
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Development of the National Economy submitted by the Party Central
Committee and have firmly resolved to struggle for its
implementation. You have also shown your strong determination to
rally closely around the Party Central Committee and defend the unity
of our Party as if you were defending the apple of your eye by
completely smashing the anti-Party groups, in order to achieve the
cohesion of Party ranks in thought, will and action; you have expressed
a unanimous desire to remain faithful to the banner of
Marxism-Leninism and thus to carry our revolution through to a
victorious conclusion.

I am very much gratified by the profound trust expressed by you
comrades in the Party Central Committee and by your firm resolution.
When our Party marches forward in such firm unity, there will be no
insurmountable difficulties in front of us; all shades of anti-Party
groups and reactionary forces opposed to the revolution will have to
give way before the united force of our Party and people, and we will
achieve complete victory.

I would like to speak once again about the Five-Year Plan, although
you have thrashed it out in your speeches.

The Five-Year Plan, as many comrades said, is the first of its kind
in our country. There could be no planned economy in our country in
the past—neither during feudal reigns nor under Japanese imperialist
rule. Only when the people have taken power into their own hands,
only under the socialist system, it becomes possible to develop the
national economy in a planned way.

We have already experimented with a one-year plan, a two-year
plan and a three-year plan, and today we are discussing our Five-Year
Plan which is already being implemented.

The fact that we are carrying out a five-year plan is in itself
striking evidence of the firmness of the economic basis of our
country, its development as well as of the strength of the people’s
democratic system in our country. If our economic power had been
weak and the people’s democratic system not consolidated, it would
have been impossible to draw up and implement such a

93



comparatively long-term perspective plan.

Today we are engaged in economic construction, looking ahead not
for one or two years, but for five years. A one-year plan, as you know,
envisages small-scale construction over a short period. But a five-year
plan envisages magnificent, large-scale construction over a long
period. If the economic basis of our country were unstable and all the
necessary preparations had not been made in every sector of our
national economy, we could neither envisage nor realize such a
project. Therefore, the mere fact that today we are discussing the
Five-Year Plan and have begun carrying it out is, in itself, something in
which the Korean people should take great pride, and a historic event
unprecedented in our country.

Another political significance of the Five-Year Plan is that it offers
great prospects to all the people. In the past our people lived in
destitution, not even knowing how they would get their daily bread the
next day. As a worker said in his speech a little while ago, our people’s
conditions were so bad that they had to live from hand to mouth. But
today our people can clearly foresee what they will have to do at least
for five years, and how much our country will have developed and how
much our life will have improved at the end of that time. This affords
the prospects of socialist construction and a bright future for all the
people, confirming their confidence in victory. Hence, our people can
surmount any difficulty with still greater courage, realizing that it
precedes fresh victories and advances. Thus, the very fact that for the
first time we have drawn up and are carrying out a five-year plan is of
tremendous significance.

What, then, are the main tasks of the Five-Year Plan which our
Party is discussing at the present conference? These tasks which we
have put forward are to lay the foundations of socialist
industrialization in our country and basically solve the problems of
food, clothing and housing for the people.

What does this mean? This means that our country will devote its
attention to all aspects of the problems of economic construction and
the people’s standard of living and solve them in a proportionate
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manner by rationally combining them. In other words, while stepping
up all work of construction for the future development of our country
and for the further consolidation of the nation’s economic foundations,
we plan to solve, at the same time, the problems of food, clothing and
housing in order to improve the people’s material and cultural life.

The basic tasks of the Five-Year Plan are based on the lawful
requirements of our country’s economic development and are in full
accord with the interests of the whole nation for the reunification and
independence of our country and its future prosperity.

The laying of the foundations of socialist industrialization in our
country will convert it from a backward agrarian country into an
independent industrial-agricultural state.

For a long time our country was an extremely backward agrarian
country under the rule of the feudal dynasties. Then for nearly 40 years
it was a dependent country under the colonial rule of Japanese
imperialism, providing raw materials to Japan. The industry we
inherited with the liberation was a colonial dependent one that had
been providing the imperialists with raw materials. Agriculture was
also extremely backward and utterly devastated.

Our aim now is to eliminate the colonial dependence of our industry
and the backwardness of our agriculture. In other words, we intend to
completely liquidate colonial lopsidedness in industry and build an
independent, modern socialist industry. Constructing an independent,
self-supporting economy means building a country in which we can
earn our own living, that is, a self-sufficient country.

The setting up of such an economic foundation requires both heavy
and light industries with modern technological equipment. As you all
know, heavy industry in the northern half had, in the past, been geared
to supplying raw materials, and there was practically no light industry.
Now we are going to build an independent heavy industry and modern
light industry.

As for agriculture, we are going to convert the backward rural
economy of the past when we could never anticipate a stable harvest
because of yearly disasters, into an advanced rural economy, which
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will enable the peasants to work easily, reap bumper harvests at all
times free from disasters and guarantee sufficient food supplies and
industrial raw materials.

That is why all the people, in response to our Party’s call, are
mobilizing to promote this kind of hopeful, joyful and prosperous
socialism.

Some people might ask: Can we reach this goal? Is it possible to
build such a country? Is it not a dream? Of course, it is attainable; it is
not a dream at all.

Some people scoffed at us even when we were working out the
Three-Year Plan. What did they say when they derided us? Certain
officials of the Democratic Party said: “The communists talk sheer
nonsense.” They vacillated. Within our ranks, there were also
waverers. It is clear now that anti-Party elements were busy
backbiting.

As you know, we set out on the Three-Year Plan empty-handed
under extremely difficult circumstances: we literally had
nothing—neither bricks, cement nor reinforcement rods. Factories had
been virtually reduced to ashes. We started rehabilitation under such
conditions that it was impossible to determine the extent of destruction.

However, we surmounted all the difficulties and achieved a great
victory. Today all the factories and enterprises are turning out more
and better products than before the war. Many new factories have been
built. A machine-building industry, non-existent in our country before,
has been set up, and the colonial lopsidedness in industry has been
considerably eliminated. This means that we undertook the
construction of heavy industry after determining our priorities
according to our needs; in reconstructing factories we rebuilt them into
modern ones. Those which were formerly engaged in the production of
semi-finished goods were built anew to turn out finished goods, and
those which previously manufactured raw materials were rebuilt to
produce semi-finished goods. Thus, every factory has been developed
onto a higher level. We have created the bases of light industry
although we started practically from scratch.
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Then, will we be able to implement our plans in the future? | think
we are fully capable of doing this in view of what we have already
accomplished.

If we are to carry out our present plan, it is necessary to continue
adhering to the line our Party has followed until now, that is, the line of
laying the main emphasis on heavy industry while, at the same time,
developing light industry and agriculture. This line is the one most
suited to our country. The correctness of this line has been verified
through practice in our country.

Our country has favourable conditions for the development of
heavy industry. Though ours was a colonial industry, there was some
foundation in heavy industry. Besides, our country is rich in mineral
resources. If we make efforts to exploit our mineral resources and
utilize them properly, we will be able to further develop heavy
industry. Therefore, the development of our country’s heavy industry
must be given priority. Without heavy industry, it is hardly possible to
develop light industry and agriculture. It goes without saying that the
heavy industry we are going to build up is one which will be able to
serve the development of light industry and agriculture, which will lay
the foundations for our future socialist industrialization and which is
essential today for the solution of the problems of the food, clothing
and housing for the people.

Thus, the line of laying the main emphasis on heavy industry and
developing light industry and agriculture at the same time, is entirely
correct. Therefore, during the Five-Year Plan, too, we must adhere to
this line of laying the main emphasis on heavy industry simultaneously
with the development of light industry and agriculture.

At the same time, it is important to find rational solutions to the
issues of economic construction and the people’s standard of living
both in financial policy and in investment. In other words, the balance
between accumulation and consumption should be properly fixed and
maintained.

We cannot follow a policy of eating up and consuming all we earn
without accumulation. We must constantly increase accumulation for
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the future, for our country’s prosperity, for its industrialization and for
the sake of further consolidating the basis of socialism. Accumulation
is, of course, in the interests of the people. It is different from
consumption only in terms of time. In other words, consumption meets
immediate needs, whereas accumulation is geared to the systematic
improvement of the people’s livelihood. We must increase
accumulation for the future.

Yet, we should not put too much stress only on accumulation and
on the future, neglecting the present living conditions of the people.
Therefore, it is of great importance to solve the problems of economic
construction and the people’s standard of living rationally by keeping a
proper balance between accumulation and consumption as we have
done up to now.

We can never accept the views of those stupid people who
disregard production and construction, shouting only about the
people’s standard of living. It is also inadmissible to emphasize
accumulation alone, while paying little attention to the people’s living
conditions.

We must fully convince all the people of the fact that for their future
well-being a high level of accumulation is necessary and that the
country will become rich and strong, and the people’s living conditions
will improve only when economic construction goes well and
production steadily develops through accumulation. This is the law of
economic development, and all the people, especially our Party
members, should have a clear understanding of this law.

Insistence upon eating up as much as we obtain without
constructing and accumulating, without doing anything, is nothing
short of the assertion of the anti-Party groups. This we cannot do. We
must continue to observe the principle of regulating accumulation and
consumption in a rational way.

Another important problem is to eliminate the distinctions between
town and country in improving the people’s standard of living.

Under capitalism, towns thrive excessively with everything
converged upon them, whereas the countryside becomes more and more
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desolate and the standard of living there falls far below that in the towns.

We communists aim to eliminate this gap between town and
country. Since we have so far made proper adjustments in the relations
between town and country, the gap has now been considerably
reduced. This means that the standard of living of the peasants and the
workers is being proportionately adjusted in our country.

We must see that no large disparity is allowed to exist between
urban and rural construction or between the standard of living of the
workers and the peasants since we develop the economy according to
plan.

It is necessary to develop our national economy along this line.

Then, which branch should we emphasize in industrial
development, especially in giving priority to the development of heavy
industry?

Firstly, the ferrous metal industry should be developed, so that pig
iron and steel are produced in quantities to meet our country’s needs.
We are fully able to do this. We have the Musan, Chondong and
Hasong Mines. We have huge deposits of iron ore. Besides, we have
the previously existing blast furnaces, electric furnaces and revolving
furnaces for granulated iron. If all of them are rehabilitated, some
newly built and expanded, that will do.

At present, owing to the shortage of steel, we are unable to build
many houses and undertake many projects, such as the building of
bridges, harbours, railways, etc. Large quantities of steel are needed to
set up factories, dwellings and many other facilities, to develop
numerous mines and to manufacture large quantities of machines. We
have to make good for the shortage of steel. Last year 80,000 tons of
steel were imported. There is nothing wrong in importing steel, but
why should we when we are fully capable of producing it for
ourselves? We must take advantage of our capabilities. We must
develop the ferrous metal industry and meet our country’s needs as far
as steel is concerned. To reach our aims Party members, workers,
engineers, assistant engineers, managers and other management
personnel in this branch should make greater efforts.
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Secondly, coal and power production should be developed. Without
coal and electricity, factories, mines, railways and all other sectors
would not be able to operate. Therefore, the power and coal industries
should be continuously developed.

The development of the power industry is very important, for it
strengthens the power bases. In order to develop industry, it is
necessary to keep the power industry ahead of other branches. The
important thing in solving the problem of electric power, as the
Minister of Electricity said in his speech, is to mobilize to the
maximum the latent reserves for the increased production of electric
power through complete rehabilitation and readjustment of the existing
power stations, and, at the same time, prevent loss of electricity by
perfecting the power-transmission networks and establish a strict
system of economization in the consumption of electricity. We must
take these initial measures, and then begin new construction. It is
wrong to take up many new projects without fulfilling the tasks you
have already been given. The first task in this sphere, therefore, is to
produce more electricity by perfecting the existing equipment and to
make the most of the electricity produced. To make good for the
electricity shortage, we must then speed up the construction of the
Tongnogang and Kanggye Power Stations. We must also embark on
building new small hydroelectric and thermal power plants and making
use of all the existing ones.

It is also of great importance to develop the coal industry. At the
Third Party Congress we pointed out, “You are crying for coal while
sitting on a pile of coal.” Now, | find the draft resolution using mild
terms: “Coal resources are not properly exploited.” In fact, we are
crying for coal while sitting on a mountain of coal. There is no place in
our country where there is no coal. As the manager of the Aoji Coal
Mine said in his speech yesterday, the Aoji region alone has a deposit
of at least 100 million tons of coal. If it is mined at a rate of one million
tons a year, we can go on mining for 100 years. One hundred years is a
century! Then what do we have to be afraid of? However, malicious
elements entrenched in this sector have continued their malevolent
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actions and, therefore, the Party’s policy has failed to reach the lower
levels smoothly. Now the coal problem must be solved. The draft plan
envisages 9.5 million tons, but we should surpass 10 million tons at
least.

Furthermore, one of the important problems in solving the
questions of food, clothing and housing is that of fibre. We are facing
great difficulties owing to the lack of fibre. The Party, therefore, has set
the production of chemical fibre as an important task of the chemical
industry.

The problems of food, clothing and housing are vital to man, but we
are now unable to manufacture more knitted goods, fabrics and fish
nets because of lack of fibre. When we visit factories, we hear the
workers say that they have no knitted goods. The reason why the
Koreans cannot manufacture knitted goods is not the lack of
know-how, but rather the shortage of yarn.

The vinalon that the chemical research institute has been studying
must be put into production. It is advisable for the Party to direct great
attention to this. In my opinion, the comrades working in the chemical
industry should find bold and prompt solutions to the problems
presented by Comrade Ri Sung Gi. Thus, while perfecting vinalon, it is
important to see that the Chongjin Spinning Mill produces more rayon
yarn and staple fibre.

We will have to completely solve the fibre problem in our country
by means of chemical fibre. All the technically advanced countries are
nowadays opting to solve the fibre problem with chemical fibre.
Chemical fibre has special significance in our country where cotton
does not grow well, and even if it did, it cannot be extensively planted
because of the limited amount of arable land.

Next, we come to the problem of fertilizer. As was emphasized in
the report, chemical fertilizer is very important for the solution of the
food problem. The plan envisages the production of 630,000 tons, and
this is no small figure. One comrade said it would be possible to
produce up to 700,000 tons, and it would be even more gratifying if
you were to carry out your work so well that you would be able to
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exceed the expected results.

Besides fertilizers, medicines for both men and domestic animals,
agricultural chemicals and various other chemical products should also
be produced in large quantities. Our supply of medicines and
chemicals is now greatly deficient. We are short of agricultural
chemicals, reagents, and medicines for men. We must meet the need
for all kinds of medicines and chemicals.

As far as heavy industry is concerned, emphasis should be put on
the mining and nonferrous metal industries. These constitute important
sources of foreign currency for our country. As | have often mentioned,
hoarding gold is useless. It is now necessary to mine large quantities of
gold and rare metals and sell them to other countries, so that we build
up industrial bases and carry out effective industrial construction in our
country. Therefore, those branches of the mining industry which would
bring us foreign currency should be further developed.

Another important issue is to expand the building-materials
industry, especially the production of cement. Cement is required both
for the solution of the housing problem and for the productive
construction aimed at expanded reproduction. The more cement we are
able to produce, the better. With large quantities of cement we can
undertake various projects. Farming, too, can be done quite easily if we
have cement. There are many large mountains and ravines in our
country. If we build reservoirs by damming up all these ravines, we can
produce electric power, stave off flood damage, and supply water to
rice paddies and dry fields in dry weather. In this way we will create
the most important conditions for developing agriculture.

It is desirable to undertake such projects during the Five-Year Plan.
South Hamgyong Province now suffers from floods every year.
Therefore, water conservation work should first be undertaken on the
Ryonghung and Namdae Rivers in that province. In these places, when
the stream is dammed up in the lower reaches, the embankment will
often give way, so the stream should be stemmed in the upper reaches
where it rises, instead of taking pains to build embankments in the
lower reaches. Then, we can generate electricity, irrigate dry and
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paddy fields with that water, and prevent flood damage. Ultimately,
this conservation work is good in all its aspects, because it will enable
us to irrigate fields, produce electricity and, moreover, breed fish in
well-maintained reservoirs and also provide an area for boating. Why
then should we not carry out the conservation work? It will be even
better if vacation hostels are built there.

There is no end to our needs for cement. Some comrades doubt
whether we are producing too much cement, but that is a wrong idea. If
we had plenty of cement, we could now make concrete blocks and wall
off the sea in the tidelands on the west coast. Then we would obtain
hundreds of thousands of hectares of new land. We have to build roads
and harbour facilities. Therefore, tremendous quantities of cement are
required in our country.

Emphasis should be put on those branches of heavy industry | have
already mentioned.

As the Minister of Metal Industry said in his speech, iron and other
industries should develop those branches which can secure raw
materials in our country. This is important. Industries which depend
upon foreign countries for raw materials are not stable. Of course,
fraternal countries can fill mutual needs and cooperate with one
another; but there is a limit to this; it is impossible to rely entirely upon
others. Therefore, this factor must be taken into account in developing
heavy industry.

Of paramount importance in solving all these problems is the
development of the machine-building industry. Without developing
this industry it is impossible to carry out the technological
reorganization of all branches of the national economy. The same
applies, without exception, to agriculture, fishing, chemical, power and
coal industries.

To mine coal, rock drills must be produced; to undertake
high-speed tunnelling, debris-loading machines must be manufactured.
Thus, the question of mining plenty of coal hinges upon the
machine-building industry.

In order to speed up construction, we are going to introduce the
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assembly-line method, which requires cranes. Machines are also
needed in building new factories and developing mines in the future.
All these should be manufactured in the machine-building industry.

In order to catch more fish, it is necessary to build boats, and, in the
future, we have to build iron boats rather than wooden ones. In
addition, the development of agriculture calls for the production of
more farm machinery. The same can be said as far as the development
of light industry is concerned. Everything depends on the
machine-building industry.

For the development of all sectors of the national economy, the
machine-building industry is of the greatest importance. Although |
have already mentioned this at the recent Meeting of Activists in the
Machine Industry, | would like to emphasize it again here: workers in
the machine-building industry must be once more profoundly
conscious of their great responsibility in the implementation of the
Five-Year Plan and in the acceleration of the general development of
our country’s national economy. If they do their work well, everything
will go well, but if not, everything will go badly.

We must continue to expand and develop the machine-building
industry. And it is important to make proper use of its existing
facilities. Those who are working in the machine-building industry
should also muster up their courage to surmount difficulties and carry
out their tasks.

As for the tasks of light industry, I mentioned them at the recent
Meeting of Activists in the Ministry of Light Industry and they have
been clearly pointed out in the report this time. It is important for light
industry to solve the problem of fibre and expand the production of
cotton and silk fabrics. In the report our target is 18 metres per head of
the population, but it is necessary, in my opinion, to do our best to
boost the figure to 20 metres.

Next in importance is the food-processing industry. It is the most
underdeveloped sector in our country. Among the socialist countries
we are the worst in regard to the food-processing industry.

We must develop it through a nationwide movement. The food
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industry should be developed so that we will be able to produce good
qualities of processed fruit, vegetables, meat, fish, etc., at low cost and
supply them to the people.

Itis also important to widen the variety of daily commaodities. Daily
commodities are currently in very short supply. Why are they scarce?
It is because in the past the Japanese did not produce any daily
commodities in Korea; they only brought Japanese goods and sold
them in our country. Even paper came from Japan. Nothing was
produced in Korea.

We must do every possible effort to produce daily commodities in
larger quantities. Their production must be expanded in the producers’
cooperatives, local industrial and light industrial enterprises and in the
by-product shops of heavy industrial enterprises.

It is advisable for all the heavy industrial factories to set up shops
on a small scale to produce articles for everyday use. When I went to
the Soviet Union, | visited an aircraft factory. It was so big and
impressive. Yet, on one side they were making aeroplanes and, on the
other, milk cans out of the waste materials.

Our managers are so pompous that when instructed to make things
of this sort, they say they cannot make such trivial things. Why are
such things trivial? What is loftier than serving the people? In our
heavy industry, too, we should use the waste materials of its factories
to produce daily commodities.

We should produce a great deal of daily commodities in all sectors
such as producers’ cooperatives and local and light industries. While
increasing the variety of goods, quality should be improved through
the introduction of a strict checking system.

Now, | would like to touch upon construction. An important thing
here is to lay the main emphasis on the construction of productive
facilities while, at the same time, initiating a movement to build more
dwellings that are most vital to the people’s life. Construction work
should be undertaken in a nationwide movement in towns and in the
countryside. As we see by the figures stipulated in the Five-Year Plan,
housing with a total floor space of 10 million square metres will be
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built in towns. This is an enormous figure. It is equivalent to almost
300,000 flats. And if the 200,000 houses in rural areas are added, it
amounts to building some 500,000 houses. This is not an easy task. If
we exert every effort to speed up construction, use the prefab method
in construction in accordance with the policy adopted by the Party, and
widely utilize materials locally available in the areas where the prefab
method is not feasible, this huge task can be carried out successfully.

The houses we build must be national in form and socialist in
content. What do we mean by socialist in content? It means building
convenient and useful houses for the people. We must build modern
houses which are attractive, neat, useful and convenient for the people.

In agriculture we must struggle to lay the main stress on grain
production while simultaneously developing industrial crops, animal
husbandry and fruit growing. In increasing grain production it is
important to raise the utilization of land and boost per-unit-area yields.
What are the most important needs to increase the per-unit-area yields?

First of all, irrigation, that is, the problem of controlling water. We
should undertake irrigation projects on a large scale so that dry fields,
to say nothing of rice paddies, can be irrigated to prevent drought
damage; river improvements should be carried out and many reservoirs
built to avoid floods. This is one of our main tasks in agriculture today.

Secondly, we have the problem of fertilizer. The chemical industry
has to produce a lot of chemical fertilizer and the peasants must make
large quantities of compost.

Furthermore, to ease the work of the peasants and increase the
harvest yields, we must provide them with farm machinery and means
of transport. We must increase the number of machine-hire stations,
tractors and lorries and give priority to the production and supply of
many animal-drawn farm machines, thereby making work easier for
the peasants and increasing the harvest yields.

Socialist cooperativization is now nearing completion in our
countryside. Therefore, the strengthening of the cooperative
economy is becoming more important. In order to economically
consolidate the cooperatives, it is necessary to further increase
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agricultural production and raise the standard of living of the
cooperative members to the level of well-to-do middle peasants.

Another important issue in the rural areas is to remould the outdated
ideological consciousness of the peasants into a socialist one. With the
change in the form of the economy alone, we cannot say that the
socialist revolution has been completed. For the consummation of the
socialist revolution it is essential to transform the people’s
consciousness by strengthening the work of socialist education in the
countryside. We should see to it that the peasants become staunch
socialist fighters who hate the system of exploitation, combat all
shades of reactionary ideology that seek to restore that system, and
defend the socialist system and socialist gains even at the expense of
their lives.

Besides, the cultural revolution should be carried out in the
countryside, or else the continuous development of our countryside
would be impossible. An important aspect of the cultural revolution is
the introduction of compulsory education, and particularly providing at
least middle school education to all the people. What should be done
for those who are old how? We must provide primary education to all
those who are now between 30 to 40, and at least middle school
education to the rising generation. Only when these levels are attained
will we be able to say that the cultural revolution has been completed
in the countryside.

Attention should also be given to sanitary work in rural areas. When
man’s consciousness is developed, needless to say, sanitary work will
be improved. Owing to negligence in sanitation, our country still has
cases of distomiasis, typhoid fever, measles and other epidemics and
endemics. These various diseases must be completely wiped out and
the people’s health promoted.

All the people want to live prosperous and long lives because they
are in a good era, and why should it be impossible for our Party to solve
this problem when it is doing everything else? In order to solve it,
hygienic and epidemic-prevention work should be undertaken in a
movement involving all the people.
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In rural construction, we should give priority to productive
construction. At the same time, we should initiate a mass movement to
build modern houses, nurseries, clinics, schools, and so forth, in a
cultured way.

Thus the appearance of the countryside should be radically changed
during the Five-Year Plan period.

Next, | would like to refer to the trade issue. Our comrades are
currently taking a very passive attitude towards trade. In particular, the
local Party organizations and people’s government organs give very
little attention to this matter. Such attitude is wrong. It should be
clearly borne in mind that the development of state trade and
consumers’ cooperative trade constitutes one of the tasks of the
socialist revolution, a task of combatting intermediary exploitation.

Everyone participated enthusiastically in the organization of the
agricultural cooperatives, even spending sleepless nights, but no one
pays attention to trade. This is quite incorrect. The chief aim of the
socialist revolution is to abolish the system of exploitation once and for
all. But nobody thinks of fighting intermediary exploitation by
tradesmen.

What kind of exploitation is still existing in our countryside and
towns? It is only intermediary exploitation. Merchants practise usury
individually, buy farm produce cheaply from peasants and sell it at
high prices to workers and office employees. This is how they are
engaged in intermediary exploitation. This is the only kind of
exploitation which still exists.

How are we to combat the existing exploitation? We must abolish
the exploitative system by the method of emulation, that is, emulation
which shows who is the better hand in trade, by strengthening the trade
of the state and cooperative organizations. However, quite a few
comrades, forgetting that this is a socialist revolution, regard trade with
contempt, attach little importance to it, and do not even try to learn it.
No cadre, when asked about trade, shows that he is aware of statistics
on commodity circulation. The same can be said for the chairmen of
the provincial people’s committees, to say nothing of the chairmen of
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the county or ri people’s committees.

Without strengthening state and cooperative trade, we cannot
combat private trade. If we do not strengthen our trade and set up
trading cooperatives but only verbally urge the private merchants to
desist from exploitation, they will not listen to us. It is no use begging
them. That would be as effective as praying to deaf ears.

Then, what should be done? The only way is to strengthen the trade
of state and cooperative organizations and transform the private
tradesmen along socialist lines by displaying the same great zeal and
energy as when we organized cooperatives in the countryside.

How did we organize the agricultural cooperatives? We should
learn from the experience of the struggle for the cooperative economy,
shouldn’t we? As a woman from Yonan County said in her speech, we
have waged a really difficult struggle for the victory of socialism in the
countryside. As a result of this struggle, the socialist transformation of
agriculture has been completed up to 95 per cent, and 97 to 98 per cent
in certain provinces!

The same is the case with trade. Here, too, a hard struggle is
required. We must improve our purchasing of agricultural products,
and lay out commodities more neatly for sale.

As | have always said, the seaweed undaria pinnatifida, for
example, is piled up in one place at our state stores, all crumpled and
covered with dust, until it is sold. But how do the private merchants
handle it? Having purchased it at the same price, they spread it out with
care and pile it up in such a way that it looks clean and appetizing.
Then they sell it at a price only slightly higher than at state stores,
about two won more per kun. In this way they are in an advantage.
Customers go to the private merchants rather than to state stores. What
does this mean? It means that our state trade has been outdone by
private trade. In spite of this, the workers in state trade are not ashamed
of having been beaten out by the private merchants. They mumble: “It
can’t be helped, can it?” Such an attitude is not worthy of a communist.
This means that socialism has lost the battle in trade, yet the cadres do
not feel responsible for it.
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Some time ago we started an inquiring on the trading networks in
the Central District of Pyongyang. The inquiring is not yet over. |
myself inspected some stores. If our trade workers run stores as they
are doing in the Central District of Pyongyang, they can neither
compete with private trade nor properly carry on their duty of
supplying consumer goods to the people.

All the products manufactured by hundreds and thousands of our
factories are channelled through the trading organizations. Funds
amounting to tens of thousands of million won are placed in the hands
of the trade workers. Nevertheless, how are the trading organizations
carrying on their business? They have no sense of responsibility
whatsoever. And no one is concerned with the education of the trade
workers. One day | had a talk with Party members of a primary Party
organization in a trading establishment. There were nine Party
members and none of them had ever taken even a week’s training
course. That is why our Party’s policy has not been carried out in the
trade sector.

The proper distribution and supply of commodities to the people are
important in socialist trade. Distribution and consumption should be
effected in a planned way, just as our production proceeds according to
aplan.

Is our trade coping with this task? No, it is not. Selling is conducted
haphazardly anywhere. So people living in remote places are not
supplied with the quota of commaodities to which they are entitled. This
means that the trade workers have failed to carry out their duties.
Where the socialist economic system reigns supreme, trade should
play the role of distributing commodities evenly, stimulating
production and satisfying the needs of the population. But it fails to
fully perform this role. This fact offers a big obstacle to the struggle
against capitalism and to the socialist remoulding of the private
merchants in the period of transition from capitalism to socialism.
Therefore, the entire Party should now direct its attention to trade.

We must bring about a great change in trade. This alone will make it
possible to completely destroy the system of exploitation in town and
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country. | do not mean that we should depend on the interior service
organs to settle the problem. Private trade should be abolished through
competition by improving everything—our purchasing work, our
organization of sales, quality of commaodities, etc. Only by so doing
will we be able to transform private trade along socialist lines. It is
necessary, therefore, to develop the trade of state and cooperative
organizations in order to wipe out the system of exploitation which still
exists in counties and ri.

Now, the increase of transport capacity is also important in the
implementation of the Five-Year Plan. Transport is one of the serious
problems in the Five-Year Plan.

The Minister of Transport spoke about the transport service
yesterday, and | support his speech. The problem of transport should be
solved in such a way as to reduce the time of return trips of goods
wagons and, in addition, to further strengthen highway, river and
maritime transport.

One of the most important problems in the Five-Year Plan is the
development of science.

As the President of the Academy of Sciences pointed out in his
speech, scientists should not waste their energy and time doing
research on useless, fantastic subjects. It would be better for them to
concentrate on problems which are today vital to our national economy
and require an immediate solution. This must be their primary task.
Our country does not have many scientists. It is important to solve
current burning issues, instead of going in for “far-reaching projects”.

It is very important for our country to find an early solution to
problems such as the problem of fibre. It is necessary to solve a number
of problems: how to develop the nation’s iron industry, using less coke
or none at all; how to obtain substitutes for fuel oil in view of the
absence of an oil base in our country; and an assortment of other
problems which confront us.

Another important matter is first to introduce and popularize the
scientific and technological achievements of foreign countries to suit
our conditions, rather than producing inventions and making new
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things in our country now. In view of the fact that we Koreans are not
yet well informed about achievements made by the advanced countries
in the development of science and technology, it is important first to
study and popularize those achievements.

Also, it is desirable that scientists, instead of just staying in their
laboratories, go to the factories and production sites, give practical
help in the solution of urgent problems and do their research work
there. Since we do not now have enough laboratory equipment and
research instruments and materials, satisfactory research cannot be
expected in laboratories alone.

For a successful implementation of the Five-Year Plan the leading
officials should be skilful in guidance.

As shown by the experience acquired after the December 1956
Plenary Meeting of the Party Central Committee, it is important to
further develop such leadership methods as keeping closer contact with
the lower units, listening to the creative opinions of subordinates,
discussing matters with them, giving correct solutions to the questions
raised by them, and popularizing the knowledge of useful experience.
This, in my opinion, is the most important factor in carrying out the
Five-Year Plan.

Now, | would like to talk about Party work. As was emphasized in
the report and unanimously expressed in your speeches, we must
continue to fight resolutely against factionalism, parochialism and
nepotism in defence of the unity of the Party.

Factionalism, parochialism and nepotism are entirely alien to
communism. We must oppose them more staunchly. In essence,
parochialism and nepotism are both factionalism, the only difference
being that one is larger than the other, but they are, in fact, all
factionalism.

Factionalism derives its origin from the capitalist ideology. It
comes from nowhere else. Therefore, it is in no way compatible with
communism which is opposed to capitalism. It is hostile to our
ideology and has nothing in common with it.

The factional elements, however, contend that progress can be
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made only when factions exist. They think that factions such as the
M-L group, the Tuesday group and the like, contributed in some
important way to our country’s revolutionary work in the past. In
actual fact, far from carrying on the revolutionary cause, they wrought
havoc with the revolution. If they ever waged a revolutionary struggle,
why was the Communist Party destroyed in the 1920s? Who delights in
seeing the Party’s ruin? Who gloats over it if not the capitalists?

If the M-L group and Tuesday group had not indulged in factional
feuds and had they not destroyed the party, the Korean people would
have had their own revolutionary party by the time the liberation came.
Our Party would have been stronger today, and our country would
have not been split as it is now.

The factionalists have done very great harm. All those who go
around preaching the “theory” that factions benefited the communist
movement and the revolution, are opposed to our Party and to
communism.

Certain factional elements speak out, “Say what you will, our M-L
group is superior.” And others prattle, “Why, after all, our Tuesday
group is better.” In my opinion, there is nothing to choose between
them. No faction is better or worse than any other. All come from the
same mould; they are all products of capitalist influence in the
working-class movement. And all are a poison that destroys our Party
and the working-class movement in Korea.

Factionalism, parochialism, and nepotism all stem from selfishness.
In other words, they are the products of personal lust for fame, high
position and power, individual political ambition; they are not in the
interests of our Party or the state. This is why the factionalists are never
satisfied, no matter how high their promotions. We thought they would
be content with a high position. But give them an inch and they take a
mile.

Our Party’s experience in its struggle for over ten years shows that
the factionalists, regardless of their promotions, distrust the Party and
do not open their hearts to it. Ryu Chuk Un, for example, was even
suspicious of his appointment as minister.
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Once | asked Choe Chang Ik and Kim Ung, “Why are you so
suspicious?” | said to the latter, “You are Chief of Staff and were
Frontline Commander. Why do you always doubt whether our Party
trusts you?”

The Party trusted him, but he suspected the Party. What was the
reason? He was not candid with the Party because he was egoistically
obsessed with a greed for power and position. Outwardly he supported
the Party but at the same time he played treacherous tricks behind the
scenes. This is why he always tried to read the Party’s mind. He was
anxious to know if we were at all offended, whether a Party meeting
was tense, or how his case was discussed. A faint rustle nearby was
enough to make his eyes go round with suspicion as to whether
anything about him was being called for discussion. Criticism of
someone else even startled him, giving him a guilty conscience. Such
is the case with all factionalists. They behave like this, because they,
prompted by self-interest, always distrust the Party and suspect that it
distrusts them.

Although the Party promotes and trusts them, their personal
ambition continues to grow. We may take the example of Choe Chang
Ik. We trusted this man and promoted him, but his ambition grew even
larger. Just as these factionalists are never satisfied and their ambition
is insatiable, their suspicion also inevitably grows.

The case of Kim Tu Bong is similar. We worked with him for ten
years. But during those years he was dreaming of other things. While
uncommunicative with us, he opened his heart only to Han Bin and
Choe Chang Ik.

Despite the fact that Han Bin is a man hated by our Party for his
subversive activities against it, Kim Tu Bong considered him his
closest friend. If Kim Tu Bong had ever been a communist, if he had
ever been devoted to the Party, why had he been on the most intimate
terms with a man hated by the Party? This is how things were. Kim Tu
Bong always valued Han Bin’s words more than the resolutions of our
Party.

The same applies to O Ki Sop. As a member of the Party Central
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Committee, O Ki Sop worked with us for ten years. But his mind was
always preoccupied with other things, and he was not going in the
same direction that we were.

Why do the factionalists and parochialists behave like this?
Because they think they are the smartest men, the cocks of the walk.
Kim Tu Bong, too, thought he was the wisest man. Thus, he was
entirely discontented with the Party, was finding fault with what had
been proposed by the Party and tried to put forward something original
himself. O Ki Sop also considered himself the cleverest of men. For
some time he was a minister, and his subordinates would say: “Our
Minister O Ki Sop doesn’t do his job, but is absorbed in a study of
policies day and night.” And it was by no means in the Party’s interest
that he studied the policies. He did so because he distrusted the Party’s
lines and policies and wanted to propose something in opposition to the
Party.

All this stems from individualist heroism which is characterized by
disloyalty to the Party, careerism and a thirst for fame.

The factionalists always draw people around them to advance their
own careers. Instead of trying to build up prestige by the quality of
their work, they attract people by throwing drinking parties and
making a show of their generosity at the expense of the state; when
they get together, they talk secretly about all the things that are not
discussed in the Party. At such gatherings they talk about all sorts of
things, prefaced by, “This is strictly between us.” In this way, they
place personal friendship above the Party organization, putting greater
faith in the personal friendship.

Kim Tu Bong used to suggest something new whenever he had
stayed overnight at Han Bin’s house. This was always aimed at
undermining our Party.

Perpetrators of factionalism, parochialism and nepotism all place
the interests of their own group and of themselves above those of the
Party.

Our Party members must value the interests of the Party more than
their own lives and make it an iron rule to sacrifice themselves for the
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good of the Party. We must have the lofty characteristic of giving all
we can for the unity and cohesion of the Party. Otherwise there can be
no Party unity.

Next, we must criticize the attitude of self-importance that causes
someone to keep the activity of his branch of work from everyone else
and to boast that his branch is doing the best work. No one should
consider that the branch, locality or ministry (bureau) in his charge is
the first rung of the ladder of a brilliant career.

We must resolutely combat the tendency to factionalism,
parochialism, nepotism and departmentalism, and further intensify the
struggle for the whole Party to obey the leadership of the Party Central
Committee.

What should we do, then, to oppose factionalism? We should not
just talk about the M-L group, the Tuesday group and the crimes of Pak
Hon Yong and Choe Chang Ik. We must give our Party members a
clear idea of the harm of factionalism, nepotism and parochialism,
which brought ruin on our Party in the past and which today may again
tear it into shreds and revive capitalism.

We should not educate Party members in such ways as simply
criticizing Pak Hon Yong for having done wrong in the past and Choe
Chang Ik for being wrong this time. We should give Party members a
clear understanding of the true nature of factionalism, nepotism and
parochialism, of how the factionalists behave and wherein lie the roots
of their ideology. In this way we must make sure that there is no room
left for the factional elements to gain a foothold. We will thus prevent
people from being inveigled into factional actions and help them to
recognize anyone who might try to do so and oppose him in advance.
This is of great importance.

The crime of Kim Tu Bong is really serious. He spoiled many
young people. The Party and the state gave Party assignments to
simple and honest people to work at the Presidium of the Supreme
People’s Assembly. However, many of them were ruined there.

In order to prevent the recurrence of similar crimes in the future, it
is very important to make the whole Party aware of the evil effects of
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factionalism. This requires strengthening the Marxist-Leninist
education of Party members. We have to raise their ideological and
theoretical levels of Marxism-Leninism, thus helping them to acquire
foresight, learn to analyse every problem, completely do away with
bourgeois ideological viewpoint and form the working-class world
outlook. Only by doing so, will we be able to completely destroy
factionalism, parochialism and nepotism.

Now, | will make a few remarks about revisionism. Though
revisionism in our country has not appeared in a systematic way, those
who stood against our Party, carried away by the so-called
“international trend”, spread revisionism. Thus, in our country, too,
there has appeared the revisionist trend which disrupts the communist
movement, opposes Marxist-Leninist principles and capitulates to
capitalism.

The imperialists and their servants, the revisionists, are now
spreading revisionism in opposition to Marxism-Leninism and the
communist movement. It would be silly to declare that revisionism will
not find its way into our country. It has found and is still finding a place
in our country, too, and the anti-Party groups have already exploited it
to their own advantage. In his speech yesterday a comrade said that the
anti-Party groups had smuggled in revisionism, and, indeed, that is
what they have done.

In our country revisionism found expression in the rejection of
the Party’s leadership and the dictatorship of the proletariat. Kim Tu
Bong said that the Presidium of the Supreme People’s Assembly
stood above the Party. What does that mean? It means that the
Presidium rejects the Party’s leadership. So Hwi said: “The Party is
not entitled to lead the trade unions. The membership of the trade
unions is greater than that of the Party; they are a larger organization
than the Party. Those who are working in Party organizations should
obey the leadership of the trade unions because they are all trade
union members. The trade unions should get rid of the tutelage of the
Party.” Kim Ul Gyu said that the People’s Army was not the army of
the Party, but rather “the army of the united front”. All these are
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ideological viewpoints which reject the Party’s leadership.

In some ministries and people’s committees today there is a
tendency of disagreement with the administration of the Party’s
leadership with regards to their work. This attitude is also a rejection of
the Party’s leadership. It is true that the Party should refrain from
improperly taking the place of the administrative bodies. But the Party
should lead all the work of the power organs.

We are also witnessing the wrong tendency among some people to
believe in the omnipotence of technique, thinking that they are the
greatest authorities in technical matters and refuse to readily accept the
Party’s leadership. This, too, is a very harmful propensity. What is the
use of technology if it is separated from the will and leadership of the
Party? The Party needs only the kind of technology which serves
socialist construction and helps in the implementation of the
revolutionary tasks of the Party. It does not need any other technology.

Our Party is a militant organization which promotes socialism and
communism, leading all the working people including the working
class. And ours is the only party that leads the class struggle and the
revolution in Korea. To reject our Party’s leadership means precisely
to deny the revolution and capitulate to capitalism. Therefore, it is
necessary not only to fight against the revisionists who reject the
Party’s leadership, but also to relentlessly combat all the unhealthy
elements that provide good soil for revisionism.

Some people say that our people’s power is not one that exercises
the dictatorship of the proletariat because it is based on a united front.
This is a completely erroneous view. Today, our people’s power is a
state power that belongs to the category of the dictatorship of the
proletariat. In the northern half of Korea, now that we are in the period
of transition from capitalism to socialism, the functions of the
proletarian dictatorship of our people’s power must be strengthened
even more.

Others have a wrong idea of the character of our state power and
revolutionary tasks and so hold that it is unnecessary to promote the
socialist transformation of private merchants and industrialists,
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because there are not many capitalist elements in towns and the
countryside. This is also incorrect.

Although great achievements have been obtained in our socialist
construction, we cannot say that the exploiting classes have now been
completely destroyed in the northern half. And even if they have been,
ideologies antagonistic to socialism will survive for a long time.

As long as small commodity producers, private merchants and
manufacturers, even in limited numbers, remain in urban and rural
areas, as long as the tasks of the socialist revolution have not yet been
accomplished and as long as there exists a “regime” of landlords and
capitalists in the southern half, how can we neglect to consolidate the
dictatorship of the proletariat? For the triumphant accomplishment of
the socialist revolution in the northern half, we must further strengthen
our proletarian dictatorship.

The dictatorship of the proletariat is a powerful weapon of the
working class in thoroughly crushing all the counter-revolutionary
elements hostile to the socialist revolution and in defending the
interests of the working people and the revolution.

Our judicial organs, however, under the pretext of “protecting
human rights”, disturbed social order by freeing hostile elements such
as Ri Man Hwa, a Christian, who had turned against our Party and the
revolution, and by releasing many prisoners who had perpetrated
hostile acts. Our state power is a weapon for protecting the interests of
the working people and the revolution; it cannot be a weapon which
protects the interests of the hostile classes that oppose us. This
tendency in the judiciary is a revisionist one which is against the
dictatorship of the proletariat.

Revisionism which has found expression in our country is entirely
aimed at undermining our revolution by making our Party and
revolutionary forces impotent to fight the enemy. Therefore, a resolute
struggle must be waged against it.

I will not bring up other subjects because they have already been
discussed by and large.

I would like to mention only one more thing, the issue of
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strengthening the Party life of our Party members. Whoever is disloyal
in Party life may commit errors of one sort or the other at any time. It
is, therefore, necessary to vigorously combat the tendency to evade
Party life. At the same time, Marxist-Leninist ideological education
should be further intensified. Especially, it is very important to study
dialectical materialism. In this way, every Party member should be
helped to have the Marxist-Leninist world outlook and become a
member with a strong Party spirit.

I would like to conclude with a few remarks about the questions and
suggestions that have been raised.

How should we deal with Kim Tu Bong, Pak Ui Wan, O Ki Sop and
similar people? So far there is no evidence that Kim Tu Bong, Pak Ui
Wan and O Ki Sop took part in the counter-revolutionary conspiracy
for arevolt. Kim Tu Bong and Pak Ui Wan tried to overthrow the Party
and oust the Party leadership. In other words, they were both involved
in factional activities. O Ki Sop did not openly carry out factional
activity, but was caught doing it sneakily like some stray cat.

Our Party has done much to educate these people; it has educated
them perseveringly for a year and a half. Nevertheless, they still do not
show sincerity to make a clean breast of their misdeeds honestly before
the Party and make amends for them. It is true that they now admit all
our discoveries and promise not to repeat them, but they have made no
voluntary and candid confessions. Only when confronted with
evidence, do they acknowledge them. In short, they are still
double-faced, and do not open their hearts to the Party.

The struggle with these people should be guided by the following
principles: those who have committed serious crimes should be strictly
punished, and those who have not committed serious crimes should be
examined ideologically. Their ideological examination should be
conducted strictly and they should be punished leniently. In other
words, what should be brought to full light is how they got involved in
factional activities and what is the ideological basis. Then punishment
should be leniently applied. Thus, they should be given the opportunity
to make amends for their mistakes. In our struggle against the
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factionalists half measures will not do; facts and root causes must be
unearthed and assurances given. All of their factional crimes should be
laid bare for everyone to see, and then the factionalists should be
completely disarmed. Yet it will be good to punish them leniently. It is
advisable to deal with them on these principles.

As for Kim Tu Bong, Pak Ui Wan and O Ki Sop, our opinion is that,
according to the “socialist principle of distribution”, they should be
given as much as they have “earned”. It is advisable to deal with them
on this principle. What have they earned and what do they fairly
deserve? This you comrades should decide here.

The most important thing in the struggle against factionalism is to
defend the Party Central Committee in order to safeguard Party unity.
Without the Central Committee there can be no Party. Therefore, the
principle of democratic centralism, a principle which calls on the
individual to obey the Party organization and on all Party organizations
to obey the Central Committee, should be observed. This is the
Leninist organizational principle. Only by observing it can we increase
our Party’s fighting capacity. Our Party cannot become a strong party
without observing this principle.
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ON IMPROVING PARTY WORK

Speech to the Chairmen of Provincial, City,
County Party and People’s Committees
March 7, 1958

Today | would like to speak about Party work.

Some time ago the Organizational Leadership Department of the
Party Central Committee suggested setting up of agricultural,
industrial and many other departments within the county Party
committee. We opposed this. Later on, another suggestion was made to
slightly increase the number of the staff of the county Party committee.
The Presidium of the Party Central Committee discussed the
suggestions and reached the conclusion that these were unjustified.

It appears that the county Party committee still lacks the right
system of work. I think it is probably necessary to seek shortcomings
from this angle.

The occasions when Party departments reveal shortcomings in their
work are not confined to local Party organizations alone. While
keeping the full Party work in hand for two years, | made an analysis of
the activities of the various departments of the Party Central
Committee, which showed that some of them were going round doing
nothing. After we learned this, we saw to it that none of the
departments remained idle but that all of them worked to keep their
feet firmly on the ground.

How did the departments of the Party Central Committee do their
work in the past? Many of the officials had no clear objectives; they
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merely sat in the offices and behaved arbitrarily, only summoning
people and meddling in other people’s affairs. In consequence, they
failed to perform a single job properly.

In the past the Party instructors worked for some time even without
a clear idea of the Party policies. Moving about without knowing the
intentions of the Party Central Committee and its Presidium, they used
to single out shortcomings instead of giving correct guidance when
they inspected the work of lower units. They went out there only to
return with an unending list of shortcomings and mistakes. Then they
would stay in the offices for days preparing reports on how to rectify
this or that, on how to increase production, what to do and how to do it,
and all sorts of “directives” and “decisions”, while even interfering in
the housekeeping affairs of others, which they sent out in succession.

Thus, the instructors had no time to study the Party policy, simply
because they went about doing nothing, and because they were too
busy making various unnecessary decisions. As a result, they could not
understand the Party’s intentions and policies clearly.

This is why after the Third Party Congress and particularly after the
August Plenary Meeting, the Presidium of the Party Central
Committee boldly revised the system of Party work.

The important tasks that resulted after the Party work system was
revised were, first, to clearly explain the intentions of the Presidium to
all personnel of the Party Central Committee. Unless they are aware of
the Party’s intentions, the instructors cannot give correct guidance
when they tour the provinces.

The things said by both the Chairman of the Party Central
Committee and the instructors should be identical. If they say different
things as they please, no one would be able to judge which are the
Party policies. The Chairman, the Vice-Chairmen and the instructors
should all say the same things. This is not limited only to the personnel
of the Party Central Committee, but applies also to all Party workers,
including the officials of provincial, county and primary Party
organizations.

Only when Party officials at all levels correctly understand the
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intentions of the Presidium of the Party Central Committee and the
policies of the Party, can they implement them in the right manner. So,
to begin with, the Party Central Committee has established a system
under which the Chairman and Vice-Chairmen call together
department directors, section chiefs and instructors and personally
explain to them the Party’s lines and policies, including its
organizational line, and policies on the struggle against
counter-revolutionaries, on industry, agriculture and capital
construction so that each of them understands them better. After that,
the same things were dealt with in newspapers and at lectures, and all
activities were based firmly on the intentions and policies of the Party.

Secondly, we set the important task of changing the method of
guidance. It was seen to it that guidance was given to eliminate any
shortcomings on the spot and thus they gained good experience instead
of ending up with a list of shortcomings as in the past.

We changed the word inspection that was used by the Party in the
past and started calling such work intensive guidance by the Party
because the word inspection frightened people. When officials went
out to give guidance to the lower levels in the past, they conducted
their inspection entirely in an interrogatory and detective manner
without giving lectures and explanations in order to help them. This
style of work was also found in the Secretariat of the Cabinet, and even
Pak Yong Bin conducted Party inspection work in this manner in the
past. He even sent people like Kwon Thae Dong to tailor shops to
investigate who had ordered suits and how many. After making such
investigations, he would reach the conclusion that this or that person
must have committed a dishonest act because he had ordered so many
suits. Then he would summon such a person and, giving him a hostile
stare, would howl in interrogation, “Hey, you have committed such an
act, haven’t you? Out with it.” This was how he worked. As he
conducted Party work in this manner, he became isolated from the
masses, and people trembled with fear at the word Party inspection.
Furthermore, they thought they would survive only by cowering
behind such persons and thus flatterers appeared, and these became
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still more proud and would abuse Party authority.

This was why our Party proposed at the plenary meeting in April
1955 that a resolute struggle be launched against bureaucracy and
abuse of Party authority. The struggle was continued after that and, as a
result, the method of Party work has now been almost corrected.

How, then, should we conduct intensive guidance?

Let us suppose, for instance, that a guidance group has been
dispatched to a factory. They should begin their work by giving a
lecture on the industrial policy of the Party explaining what the Party
Central Committee wants and what it is going to do, and what should
be done to put Party plans into effect.

The Party members who understand the purpose of the Party
Central Committee will voluntarily review their own work. They will
frankly say where they have failed in their work in order to meet the
wish of the Party and will tell who is to blame for it. Thus, everyone
will make serious criticism and self-criticism, pointing out all their
shortcomings and their causes.

Comrades dispatched on guidance work should help all members of
the Party to eliminate any shortcomings by themselves, and should also
seek ways to correct them with the Party members on the spot. Only
then will it be possible to say that the Party is conducting proper
guidance work. This method of work is far better than that of bygone
days when they used to return to their offices after pointing out
shortcomings and then work out and issue numerous decisions. This
kind of guidance alone can be very effective in the work of the lower
Party organizations.

Our Party workers should not move about with a briefcase under
their arm only to throw their weight about but should give lectures to
the masses, sweep the yards of their lodgings when they get up in the
morning, and have meals in the company of all other people. Living
with them in this way, they should know the people’s opinion and
kindly advise them to correct their mistakes in good time if there are
any.

The work of the Party committees in ministries has also improved
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considerably. Some ministers have told me this these days and I think
they are right.

In the past the ministerial Party committees ignored important
things and only wasted time arguing about incidental shortcomings,
blaming each other. So, although they performed much work, one
could not say what they really did. But as they are now working
intensively with clear objectives on the basis of the Party’s policies,
many good suggestions are being made and all Party members are
willingly implementing Party decisions.

Itis a fact that our Party work has undergone great changes over the
past two years. But the personnel administration of our Party still has
serious shortcomings. We have failed to carry out a good, systematic
job in training, dispatching and understanding cadres.

Therefore, the Presidium and Organizational Committee of the
Party Central Committee early this year had serious discussions about
this problem. Then we again took up the matter at a meeting of the
department directors. After repeated discussions, we came to the
conclusion that there were certainly major shortcomings in the
administration of the Party personnel.

Success in all our work depends on the cadres. Whether personnel
administration work is conducted well in a planned way or not is the
fundamental question that will decide the future of our revolution.

Nevertheless, how have we carried out the administration of Party
personnel so far? In many cases we did not understand the cadres well
but handled them in a superficial manner. And we did not give
attention to all cadres working in different fields of activity but turned
our attention only to the cadres at the level of the county Party
chairman and upwards. Little attention was paid to the large numbers
of cadres in the economic and administrative sectors at factories.
Generally, we would appoint or promote them after checking their
personal record to see if there was anything particularly doubtful.
Moreover, we fully trusted those who had had a little role in the
revolution or spent some time in prison in the past. But as we have
found out, some people had participated in the revolution ages ago and,
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staying away from the revolution for a long time, either went into
business or kept public houses. Even while they were engaged in the
revolution, they had received no correct Party guidance and so had no
clear idea what sectarianism, parochialism or nepotism meant. Even
now there are people who do evil things, associating themselves only
with those who had worked with them decades ago. As a result of
appointing or promoting such persons without having sufficient
information about them, much harm was done to the Party.

For example, we were certainly wrong in appointing such people as
Pak Yong Suk, the former Vice-Minister of Justice, and Jo Song Mo,
the former Prosecutor-General. As for Hwang Se Hwan, President of
the Supreme Court, we had appointed such a man because he was said
to have worked in the Yonghung peasants’ association in the past, but
he did a great deal of harm to our judicial system.

Of course, when we appointed those people, we did not do so
deliberately to disrupt the revolution. We meant well for the sake of
our work, but the result was not so good. Why? This happened because
there was still no proper system for the administration of the Party
personnel.

We are still not properly informed about cadres. Frankly speaking,
the directors of departments of the Party Central Committee do not
know the people under them well. They only know how they look like
and if their noses are big or small. For us it is more important to know
what they have in their minds, what they are thinking and who they
want to work for.

To tell you the truth, if we ask the Director of the Industrial
Department to tell us how many factory directors he could vouch for
as having a Party spirit so strong as to work for the Party at all times,
he will probably find it hard to name a single person. This is not the
only such case. The Director of the Department of Cooperative
Organizations will find it even more difficult. Why is this happening?
It is happening because they do not have contact or mingle with their
subordinates and do not understand them. If you only see personal
records or written reports, you cannot understand the cadres with
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whom you have not worked or lived.

Tackling the work of personnel administration in this way, we
could not detect evil doers infiltrating our ranks, nor could we find out
what harmful things they were up to.

Therefore, evaluating the work performed in 1957 by the
departments of the Party Central Committee, we set the first and
foremost task of making a good job of personnel administration.

The Party Central Committee revised the system of personnel
administration. Its Personnel Department was abolished and a new
system established under which each department took care directly of
the administration of personnel within its jurisdiction.

We emphasized that personnel administration was the primary task
of every department of the Party Central Committee. Cadres decide
everything. If all cadres are faithful, are well-prepared ideologically,
have a strong Party spirit and together uphold Party policy, our
socialist revolution, socialist construction and also the peaceful
reunification of the country will be achieved with success. If we fail in
personnel administration, nothing can go well. Therefore, as in the
past, we must today continue to attach great importance to personnel
administration.

All departments of the Party Central Committee should from now
on set about to learn more about the people under their authority.

The Industrial Department should understand all cadres working at
metallurgical, chemical and other factories. It should have information
about the degree of Party spirit and ideological level of the director of a
particular factory, what working and intellectual abilities he has, how
he is implementing the Party’s decisions and instructions, what kind of
relationship he has with the masses, and if he carries out his duties
properly or not.

Then the Industrial Department should correct the work style of a
particular person if it is wrong and should give comradely help to
improve his knowledge and techniques if they are below level. Above
all, the department should properly perform this kind of work. Of
course, it will be difficult for the department to deal with all cadres
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under its authority by itself. So, it will be a good thing to share
responsibilities and place some of the cadres under the care of the
provincial Party committees.

The Industrial Department should not only handle the cadres in
factories but also learn more about the cadres in ministries. It should be
well aware how the ministers are working, what the vice-ministers
have in their minds, what their merits and shortcomings are, how
strong their Party spirit is, how they are guiding their subordinates, and
what kind of help they need.

Other departments, too, should learn more about the personnel
under them by this manner.

If all departments of the Party Central Committee had worked in
this manner in the past, such serious shortcomings as those revealed in
the Presidium of the Supreme People’s Assembly would have been
corrected beforehand. Formerly, no one was responsible for giving
Party guidance to the Presidium of the Supreme People’s Assembly.
Being out of reach of Party control, Kim Tu Bong used to say that he
was President or King, called the technical secretaries working there
court maids, claimed that the Presidium was superior to the Party and
uttered all sorts of nonsense. In the end, he turned the Presidium into a
disorderly place.

Had there been an Administration Department in the Party Central
Committee in the past to understand the cadres in the Presidium,
courts, public prosecutors offices, the Ministry of the Interior and the
army, the situation would today be different.

Good personnel administration is essential to further consolidate
our Party, prevent the birth of factions, quickly detect any factions that
may appear, and clearly know who are Party hard-core members.

In order to improve personnel administration we abolished the
Personnel Department of the Party Central Committee.

Since there was an independent Personnel Department in the Party
Central Committee before, the other departments did not show interest
in this work. Instead, they used to ask that department for the cadres
they needed and only waited for them to be appointed. What cadre
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centre does the Personnel Department have, to be able to readily
provide any number of cadres whenever they are wanted? This is
impossible. Each department should itself train and select the
necessary cadres instead of waiting for someone else to provide them.
In future each department should directly undertake personnel
administration. And the Organizational Leadership Department should
assume general control of the personnel administration of all other
departments and take responsibility for personnel administration of
Party organs and working people’s organizations.

Provincial, city and county Party committees should also carry out
personnel administration according to this system.

Now | will refer to the work of the county Party committee.

A study of this committee’s work without doubt shows that it is
unsatisfactory. As the county Party committee is trying to take over all
work, the question of personnel shortage crops up. We demand that the
work of the county Party committee should be fully converted into
Party work.

What is Party work? One aspect of it is inner-Party duties and the
other aspect is guidance of the administrative and economic affairs.

Instead of directing the work of the unit concerned according to
the Party method, the county Party committee tries to perform all
work, but as it has insufficient staff, and is pressed with work, it
makes a poor showing despite its hard efforts. It is therefore
necessary to determine correctly what the work of the county Party
committee involves.

While planning inner-Party work and life, this committee should
guide all administrative and economic affairs. What, then, should the
county people’s committee do? This committee is an administrative
organ which conducts economic and cultural work. Like this, the
county Party committee and the county people’s committee should be
clearly distinguished from each other as far as their work is concerned.

As | have already said, it is wrong to say that the county Party
committee should also have as many departments as the Party Central
Committee or that its staff should be increased. This committee need
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not have any departments other than the organizational and
information departments.

In counties where there are many factories and enterprises, county
Party committees now have an industrial department. But this matter
should be reconsidered some day. What are these departments doing?
They are doing nothing, simply interfering in matters which could be
settled by the factory Party organizations.

The same can be said for the agricultural department. If an
agricultural department is set up within the county Party committee as
you have suggested, its members will stay at the offices of the
management boards of cooperatives, aimlessly meddling in farm work
all the time, instead of doing Party work.

The factory or rural Party organization has no work which is not
connected with production. In the building of socialism there can be no
revolutionary task independent of production. Thus it is advisable to
ensure that the primary Party organizations in factories or in rural areas
directly take the matter of production in hand and give active guidance
in it.

What, then, should the county Party committee do? It should
properly operate the organizational and information departments to
help the primary Party organizations under it effectively. It should thus
ensure that both industry and agriculture make progress. It is the Party
organ directly entrusted with the task of giving guidance to primary
Party organizations. Therefore, its work should be focussed on the
guidance of these organizations.

What should officials of the county Party committee do when they
inspect a primary Party organization?

Suppose they go to the primary Party organization of an internal
security organ. Does the county Party committee need a
legally-qualified person to lead the Party organization of such an
organ? No, not necessarily. What is important in guiding the internal
security organs is to ensure that the legality required by our Party and
the functions of the dictatorship of the proletariat are fully guaranteed
and that our Party’s policy and principles related to them are explained
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to all internal security personnel. The question is how to lead these
security personnel in the struggle against the counter-revolutionaries in
the right manner. The Party organizations of the internal security
organs should assess how well members lead a Party life, according to
how they carry out this struggle. In guiding internal security personnel
in this way, you will be able to have hard-core members, and you will
also be able to find out who works actively and who fails in his duties,
who is clever and who is not. So, the county Party committee need not
have an independent department to guide the work of the internal
security organs.

Now, suppose the county Party committee leads the work of
primary schools. The important thing in primary schools is to ensure
proper public education and give good education in socialist patriotism
to the children as required by our Party. All they have to do is to see if
this is being done well or not and give guidance in this respect along
Party lines. It is therefore not necessary to have an independent
department in charge of public education in the county Party
committee.

The same principle applies to the guidance of the primary Party
organizations in factories and rural areas. The county Party committee
should properly guide and help these organizations to implement our
Party’s industrial and agricultural policies correctly.

When guiding the primary Party organizations in the spheres of
production you naturally estimate the work performed by the people on
the merit of production. In determining who is good and who is bad,
the primary Party organization also judges them mainly on their
production level. Therefore, officials of the county Party committee
should become closely acquainted with cadres and mobilize Party
members for the implementation of the Party’s economic policy by
finding out on the spot what attitude the people are adopting in
production activities.

This is the Party work and political work the county Party
committee should carry out in the guidance of the economy. All that
this committee needs to do is to put more than 100 administrative and
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economic workers of the county people’s committee into effective
action and guide all Party organizations and members in the county
properly. So there is no need for this committee to have many
economic departments such as an industrial department or an
agricultural department and so on.

How is it, then, that there are many departments within the Party
Central Committee? The Party Central Committee has various
departments which formulate and study policies, give political
guidance to different ministries and other central organs, supervise the
implementation of the Party policy, and deal with cadres who are not
cared for by the provinces or counties. Is it a good thing for the county
Party committee and primary Party organization and all to work out
policies like the Party Central Committee? This is not right. If each and
every Party committee submits its own policy, it will be impossible to
tell which is really the Party policy and no one would implement it.

The county Party committee should not adopt all the methods that
the provincial Party committee is applying at present in its work. Since
the latter has much more work it cannot give on-the-spot guidance to
all organs. So, it issues decisions to the units under its guidance.

When the county Party committee receives a decision from the
provincial Party committee, it automatically formulates a decision of
its own. Because of such paperwork, officials of the county Party
committee are always sitting at their desk. Instead of making one
decision after another in imitation of the decisions of the provincial
Party committee, the county Party committee should send its people to
guide the primary Party organizations in a direct manner in accordance
with the decision of the higher Party body.

For instance, suppose the county Party committee receives a
decision from the provincial Party committee to intensify the work of
internal security organs. As the provincial Party committee is in charge
of scores of internal security organs, it cannot guide them one by one,
but the county Party committee is fully able to do so. The county Party
committee is in charge of a county internal security station, which also
has several substations. So there is no need to make another decision
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just for a small number of internal security organs. Instead of doing so,
the county Party committee should send its officials directly to the
internal security station and substations, to hold talks with Party
members there, organize work and give guidance in accordance with
the decision of the provincial Party committee. This will be more
effective.

Let us suppose, as another example, that a provincial Party
committee decision to carry out spring ploughing and planting in time
has been sent. Since this is an important matter, the county Party
committee can now call a plenary meeting or a meeting of its activists.
But even in this case they need not bother to make another lengthy
decision but should instead make brief minutes of their meetings,
explain the decision of the provincial Party committee to the lower
bodies, and give concrete assignments to the Party members while
urging them to implement the Party decision.

The county Party committee should not insist on setting up more
departments but should give a bigger role to the existing organizational
and information departments. Officials of these departments should
frequently meet the chairmen of primary Party organizations and
cooperatives and all other Party members, enhance their Party spirit,
know them better, and give consideration to fostering Party hard-core
members and strengthening primary Party organizations. The county
Party committee should control all activities by means of Party
organizations. If it fails to control such institutions as the people’s
committee, internal security organ, public prosecutors office and court,
these could not function properly.

How, then, should it exercise control? It is not enough to sit down
and only issue orders on the pretext of placing administrative work
under the control of the Party. Instructors and heads of the
organizational and information departments and vice-chairmen and the
chairman of the county Party committee should frequently go and
check whether the people’s committee, internal security organ and
court are properly implementing the Party decisions or not and, if not,
they should call Party meetings to discuss the matter, sum up the will
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and wishes of the Party members and take appropriate measures for the
future. This is how to exercise control.

The first and most important task of the county Party committee is
to know cadres better, foster Party hard-core members and strengthen
primary Party organizations. This task is of great importance in the
work of the committee. If this task is fulfilled, all other work will be
carried out with success. The crux of Party work lies here. If you only
perform your part well in this work, farming, industrial production and
the struggle against counter-revolutionaries will all succeed.

The second important thing in the work of the county Party
committee is to fully implement Party policy. In order to follow this
policy correctly, you should first understand its purpose clearly. It is
essential to study the Party policy deeply and make the masses more
aware of it by explaining it to them.

Furthermore, it should carry out supervision to see how the Party
policy is being implemented. If the Party policy is explained to the
masses and supervision is carried out properly, it will be fully
implemented.

The third important thing in the work of the county Party committee
is to intensify ideological education. Unless Party members are
educated well in the Marxist-Leninist ideology and in socialist
patriotism, it will be impossible to strengthen Party organizations.
Success in increasing the Party’s efficiency and in defending the
socialist gains depends entirely on how we conduct the ideological
education of Party members. This is why our Party calls for intensified
ideological education for Party members in the People’s Army,
internal security organs, towns, farm villages and elsewhere.

It is important to carry out these three tasks efficiently in the work
of both the county Party committee and other Party organs. If these
tasks are carried out properly, all other things will succeed.

Let me emphasize the points once more. What is important in the
work of the county Party committee is, first, to know cadres better,
foster hard-core Party members and strengthen Party organizations;
secondly, to conduct the work of organization and leadership for the
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correct implementation of Party policy; and thirdly, to give good
ideological education.

Is it possible for the county Party committee to carry out its work on
such lines with the organizational and information departments? Yes,
certainly. It should leave a few people at the Party membership card
section, the archives and documents section to keep official records in
order and should send all the rest to the lower echelons for guidance.

It seems that bureaucracy which is an evil left behind by Ho Ka |
has still not disappeared. This time you should thoroughly revise the
system of Party work. The county Party committee should not keep
redundant people; it should be staffed by qualified persons numbering
around 30. If these people go and guide two or three primary Party
organizations under a plan and exchange their experience, they will be
well aware of the situation in the primary Party organizations within
the county, and will even know the temperament and mentality of
every person.

Our Party workers should all be organizers, information and
motivation workers. Officials from the organizational department
should also be able to conduct the work related to motivation and
education, whereas those from the information department should also
be capable of organizing work and of learning more about cadres. It is
not right to draw a strict line and say, “I don’t have to do with anything
but information work” or “I only have to do with organizational work”.
What sort of revolutionary is the person who speaks in this way? When
we were engaged in underground activities in the past, we performed
Party organizational and information work and everything else. Party
workers should be revolutionaries of this sort.

Since the county Party committee gives guidance to rural work, all
its personnel, whether working in the information department or in the
organizational department, should know everything about farming.
They should know how to grow cold-bed seedlings, how much
fertilizer should be applied and how to use animal-drawn weeders.
Without knowing everything about farming they cannot conduct
information work. Yet, information workers know less than others
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about farming. If these workers, who are in charge of rural affairs, go
round even without knowing what cold-bed seedlings are, what will
they answer when someone asks them how these seedlings are
cultivated? They should learn the economy and technology rather than
adopting unnecessary decisions.

At present the provincial Party committee, too, functions in a
bureaucratic manner, issuing many unimportant decisions. There are
already various decisions by the Party Central Committee, so the
provincial Party committee will do well to issue as few decisions as
possible. Its officials should personally go out and give guidance to the
people instead of making more decisions.

For example, suppose you guide planting operations. As this is a
seasonal task, it should be carried out rapidly while Party organizations
should be mobilized. The county Party committee should not miss the
planting season while sitting and making decisions and appeals but
should send its officials directly to farm villages, where they should
call meetings of primary Party committees or general membership
meetings of primary Party organizations and inform them about the
requests by the Party Central Committee and the provincial Party
committee, organize work giving an indication what should be done,
when and how, and intensify guidance on the spot.

Now | would like to refer to the working relationship between the
county Party and people’s committees.

The county people’s committee falls under the provincial people’s
committee’s administration, but is subject to the leadership of the
county Party committee as far as Party guidance is concerned.

The county people’s committee is an administrative body
responsible for its activities before the county Party committee. Thus,
it must not fail to consult the county Party committee on all matters.
When it receives instructions from the provincial people’s committee,
its chairman must consult the chairman of the county Party committee
before obeying them.

If the county Party committee chairman finds it difficult to decide
on the matter, he should refer it to the executive committee of the
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county Party committee for consideration. This executive committee
should discuss how to solve the problem before giving work
assignments to the officials concerned.

The county people’s committee chairman should carry out work in
accordance with the decision of the executive committee of the county
Party committee, and the county Party committee chairman should
mobilize the primary Party organizations and Party members for the
work and carry out supervision to see how the decision of the Party is
being implemented. If the county Party and people’s committees
maintain their working relationship along these lines, the work of both
committees will go on smoothly.

At present local people’s committees are not working properly. |
instructed the provincial and county people’s committees to give
serious attention to trade, education and public health, but they are
failing to do so with any of them. As for the city people’s committee,
for example, its most important task is city management and trade, but
it neglects both of them. People’s committees should not concentrate
on farming alone, but should also give serious attention to trade,
education and public health, which occupy an important place in
economic and cultural construction.

Our Party organs should not take upon themselves the work of
administrative bodies, but should get acquainted with their functions,
hear the reports on how the people’s committees are working and
exercise day-to-day leadership and control over them. At present the
county Party committee is said to be busy investigating even such
things as how many eggs the hens lay, but this kind of work should be
carried out by the county and ri people’s committees.

Party work should be based on knowing cadres better, training
Party hard-core members, strengthening Party organizations,
propagating Party policy and controlling its implementation. If a Party
organ does not make these tasks the basis of its activities and acts like
an administrative body, it cannot achieve good results. The Party
Central Committee has clearly defined the direction of activities and
responsibilities of its departments, and so they no longer act as
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administrative departments. Party and administrative work should not
be mixed up.

If a Party organ is not clear about the direction of its work, it will
meddle in all affairs and will get nowhere in the end. The departments
of the Party Central Committee are not independent organs which
should be responsible for their work directly to the state, as in the case
of the ministries. The ministries which fall under the Cabinet can adopt
decisions and issue orders and directives through their own
independent functions. But the departments of the Party Central
Committee are not independent organs. They assist in the work of the
Party Central Committee. Therefore, these departments have no
authority to adopt a decision or issue an order; they organize work to
implement Party policy and decisions of the Presidium of the Party and
supervise their implementation from the Party standpoint. The only
document issued on behalf of a department at present is the bulletin
published by the information section of the Organizational
Department, and this is aimed at revealing the good things and
shortcomings in the work of Party organs and at disseminating their
experience.

What, then, should be done by the economic departments including
the Industrial and Agricultural Departments? Before anything else,
these departments should study Party policy and decisions of the
Presidium of the Party and explain them to the relevant branches.
Officials of these departments should prepare texts for lectures on
Party policy and go out and give lectures personally or instruct the
ministries concerned to explain Party policy themselves.

And it is important to exercise Party control and supervision
effectively to ensure the correct implementation of Party policy. The
economic departments should supervise the implementation of Party
policy in the spheres under their authority and make proposals for
further development of their work to the Presidium of the Party.

The county Party committee should also organize work in this
direction and keep in constant touch with the county people’s
committee. It should not mix up its Party work with the latter’s
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administrative duties, but should conduct its own work well.

Now I would like to speak about the tasks of the rural primary Party
organizations.

As in the case of the Party organizations in other fields of activity,
the tasks of the rural primary Party organizations are, first, to build up
the Party ranks by constantly enhancing the Party spirit of their
members and strongly unite the masses behind the Party. As | have
already spoken at length about this question on many occasions, | will
not make further remarks.

The second important task of the rural Party organizations at the
present stage is to continuously increase agricultural production by
putting emphasis on increased output of grain and simultaneously
developing the cultivation of industrial crops and livestock farming,
and to intensify the socialist education of the farming population. Only
when the rural Party organizations themselves carry out this work
properly, will it be possible to further strengthen the foundation of
agriculture, sharply improve the farmers’ living standard, put their
thinking on socialist lines and thus accelerate the building of socialism
in the rural areas.

The third important task is to step up the struggle against the
counter-revolutionaries. This struggle is precisely one to defend the
gains of socialism. It is an important political task which should not be
completed at one stage but carried on regularly.

The fourth task is to efficiently organize distribution of goods and
financial and money-lending business in the countryside. Without
organizing this work well it will be impossible to combat and wipe out
exploitation practices that still remain in rural areas. Consumers’
cooperatives, credit cooperatives and peasant banks play an important
role in eliminating such practices. Therefore, Party organizations
should direct their attention to the work of these establishments and
also mobilize the social organizations such as the Democratic Youth
League and Women’s Union for the struggle against practices of
exploitation.

The fifth important task is to continue the cultural revolution
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successfully in the countryside. This involves various questions, such
as introducing compulsory education, improving the cultural level and
technical skills of the peasants, conducting sanitary work well and
particularly building houses, bathhouses, clubhouses, nurseries and
clinics. We should improve the education of the peasants to the level of
that of the primary school graduate. This is not a simple job. But if the
rural Party organizations take it in hand and intensify efforts, they will
be fully able to cope with it.

In my opinion, if primary Party organizations manage these tasks
well, they will achieve good results.

Rural Party organizations should carry out the matters decided on at
the recent Party conference and, in particular, the work of
strengthening inner-Party unity not at one stage but regularly.
Especially our cadres and Party members should be fully aware of the
harm resulting from factionalism, localism and nepotism. Everyone
should start hating those addicted to such practices and wage a
merciless struggle against those who invent evil schemes that harm the
Party. This is very important.

And it is important to make the masses more aware of the
significance of the Five-Year Plan adopted at the recent Party
conference and the prospects for future development charted by our
Party. If our Party members and people have a correct idea of these
things, they will make further steps forward towards the bright future,
with firm confidence and optimism.

Party organizations at all levels should make every effort to fully
understand the document of the Party conference and explain it to one
and all.

I wish you success in your work.
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TASKS FOR IMPROVING PARTY POLITICAL
WORK IN THE PEOPLE’S ARMY

Concluding Speech at a Plenary Meeting of the Central
Committee of the Workers’ Party of Korea
March 8, 1958

This plenary meeting of the Central Committee of the Party has
considered the issue of strengthening Party political work in the
People’s Army. This is not because Party political work in the People’s
Army has departed from the policy of the Party or because it has any
serious problems.

How is it then that the plenary meeting of the Party Central
Committee has taken up the issue of strengthening Party political work
in the People’s Army?

Since the formation of Party organizations in the People’s Army,
the Political Committee of the Party Central Committee has clearly
pointed out the direction in which Party political work should proceed
in the People’s Army in each period. But never has the Party Central
Committee dealt with the political work in the People’s Army as a
whole at its plenary meeting. This plenary meeting has been called
with the aim of improving Party political work in the People’s Army
and further strengthening the army on the occasion of the tenth
anniversary of its foundation.

In recent years, following the counter-revolutionary incident in
Hungary, the imperialists stepped up anti-communist campaigns, and
launched a malicious political offensive against our country, too. The
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enemy spread counter-revolutionary ideas within our Party through the
medium of anti-Party elements and politically unsteady fellows.

As was indicated in criticism at the Party conference, the anti-Party
elements smuggled in revisionism and considerably spread its virus in
our country. Revisionism affected the minds of some working people
and intellectuals, and it could not but exercise ideological influence on
the army. This is why the Presidium of the Party Central Committee
lately inspected Party political work in the People’s Army. The
inspection proved that the anti-Party elements had also spread no small
amount of ideological poison of revisionism in the People’s Army.

In view of the fact that we have been, and may also be in the future,
in direct confrontation with the enemy for a long time, it is of great
importance to wipe out the poison of revisionism spread by the
anti-Party elements.

In order to check any surprise attack by the enemy, firmly defend
the gains of socialism and peacefully reunify the country, we should
further strengthen our People’s Army. To strengthen the People’s
Army it is indeed important to equip it with advanced military
techniques, but it is still more important to imbue all the armymen
deeply with Marxism-Leninism and socialist patriotism. Of course, it
is beyond any doubt that the People’s Army is the faithful armed forces
of the Workers’ Party of Korea and that in the future, too, it will
creditably carry out its revolutionary tasks under the leadership of the
Party. Nevertheless, we should continue to strive to strengthen it and to
improve Party political work in it.

The recent inspection clearly revealed that although in the past this
political work was, in general, carried out correctly in accordance with
the lines pointed out by the Party, it still fell short of the level required
by the Party and had many serious shortcomings.

The main failure of the Party work in the People’s Army is that the
organizational life of the Party members is not healthy.

The organizational life in the Party is a school for its members. If
Party life is healthy, everything will go off well; if not, the members
will commit errors and everything will go amiss. Therefore, every
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Party member should take an active part in Party life and thus
constantly harden himself.

But in the past many cadres of the army did not participate in Party
life regularly and stayed outside the control of the Party, neglecting to
promote their Party spirit. In particular, the cadres including
regimental commanders and higher ranks did not even readily attend
meetings of the primary Party organizations. And at these meetings
criticism against cadres would be dull. At meetings of the military
commissions, the shortcomings of cadres were also not criticized in
good time because their daily life was not well known. The long and
short of it is that the cadres received neither criticism, nor education,
nor control.

In the past many officers fought battles well and faithfully struggled
in defence of our Party and our social system, but later on, they did not
willingly participate in the Party organizational life and neglected to
harden themselves in Marxist-Leninist ideology, so that they gradually
developed liberalistic tendencies and violated the organizational
discipline of the Party and military discipline, neglected their proper
duties and military training and, in the long run, came to commit grave
mistakes.

The Political Committee of the Party Central Committee already
discussed the issue of strengthening the guidance for the People’s
Army in 1954, At that time, on the ground that armistice had been
attained, some military men did not observe discipline well and caused
accidents, and wrong practices appeared among the officers, and so we
strongly demanded that discipline should be tightened and Party life
strengthened. These steps resulted in great improvements in the work
of the People’s Army, but similar shortcomings have not yet been
completely eliminated. Though partly, bureaucratism and warlordism
still remain among officers; instead of educating their men by
explanation and persuasion, they often punish them at random; and
they mislead their subordinates to cause many accidents.

Since the armymen receive education while living together, they
should be at a higher level than the local Party organizations in
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discipline, in Party organizational life and in everything. But they are
not so at present. The ideological struggle against the anti-Party,
counter-revolutionary elements has not been satisfactory in the army,
and the level of the commanding officers is also low.

In short, because Party life was not healthy nor Juche was firmly
established in the People’s Army, some commanders and political
workers stayed out of Party life, became politically beclouded and
violated discipline.

One of the major failures in the Party work of the People’s Army in
the past was that education in Marxism-Leninism and socialist
patriotism was weak.

Since ideological education was neglected in the army, revisionists
and factionalists took the opportunity to sneak in and diffuse malignant
virus. If education in socialist patriotism and Marxism-Leninism had
been strengthened in the People’s Army as demanded by the Party, that
kind of poison would have never been able to infiltrate into it. Today
when socialist construction is making rapid strides, the People’s Army
cannot faithfully carry out its duty of defending the socialist system
without imbuing the soldiers thoroughly with socialist patriotism.

What, then, was the reason behind the failure of the General
Political Bureau in properly conducting its work to meet the demand of
the Party in the past?

It was because Choe Jong Hak and some other workers in the
bureau wavered ideologically. Seeing their ideological vacillation, the
anti-Party elements lurking in the People’s Army took the opportunity
to disperse the ideological virus of revisionism in the army. Instead of
dauntlessly fighting back the virus, the Chief of the General Political
Bureau trembled with fear, and some people under him remained
indifferent even when they saw this virus running riot. Taking
advantage of this state of affairs, the anti-Party elements and
factionalists actively diffused anti-Party and revisionist ideological
virus.

With such a situation, Party work in the People’s Army failed in
recent time to keep abreast of the ideological struggle of the entire
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Party against the revisionists and anti-Party elements. The Party
organizations in the People’s Army made just a little passive defence,
but failed to actively keep step with the entire Party in the struggle to
hit out at the anti-Party elements, to oppose revisionism, to defend the
purity of Marxism-Leninism and ensure Party leadership over all
revolutionary activities. This is a great pity.

Of course, we cannot say that all officers and political organs in the
People’s Army vacillated. We believe that the people at lower levels
failed to take an active part in the struggle because the General
Political Bureau gave them insufficient guidance. Some of the military
men may have kept quiet probably because they did not know whether
they should fight or not, others may have failed to put up an active fight
because they did not know how to fight, and yet others may have
lunged at the scoundrels because they thought they should fight at any
rate.

It is perfectly right that this time the Party Central Committee has
held an inquiry into Party political work in the People’s Army.

Is it then possible for the political organs and Party organizations in
the People’s Army to rectify these shortcomings revealed in Party
political work? We deem it quite possible.

The orientation we set today for Party political work in the People’s
Army has two aspects. One is to further strengthen political life and
life in the Party organization and the other is to further intensify
ideological education. This is precisely the basic message of the
present plenary meeting. In future Party political work in the People’s
Army should be improved according to this orientation.

Above all, the organizational system of the Party in the People’s
Army should be revised and Party life further strengthened.

The present system of Party work in the People’s Army unit is
arranged in such a way that this work is subject to the exclusive
leadership of its political department, and so the guidance of Party life
has a series of shortcomings.

The first failure is that the political department is only subordinated
to its upper organ and is not subject to collective leadership and control.
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If all political department chiefs were competent and had high
political level, they would have been able to actively direct Party and
political work in their units. But they are not so at present. Only ten years
have passed since the People’s Army was founded, and, moreover, the
Party members in the army had had no Party organizational life before
the war; their Party organizational life started only during the war. So,
the political department chiefs have very little experience in Party
organizational life. Nowadays, many of them mechanically convey the
directives from the superior bodies to their subordinates without even
having a clear idea of what they are about. The General Political Bureau,
too, is making a poor job of it. When it receives the copy of a resolution
of the Party Central Committee, it should take concrete measures for its
implementation and give the lower Party organizations instructions to
carry them out. But it fails to do so.

Besides their existing low level, the political department chiefs plan
and conduct Party political work by themselves. So, things are in poor
shape.

The second failure is that the organizational system of the Party is
not made in such a way as to give day-to-day education and training to
officer Party members through Party organizational life.

So far there have only been primary Party organizations in the
People’s Army. In the present conditions of the People’s Army,
primary Party organizations are not enough to sufficiently promote the
Party spirit of all members.

Of course, the primary Party body is the basic organization in our
Party’s structure and every Party member is supposed to participate in
organizational life in his primary Party body. Therefore, officers, too,
should naturally be subject to education and control by the primary
Party organization. But at present many officer Party members do not
even attend meetings of the primary Party organization willingly on
this or that pretext, and rank-and-file members do not criticize officers
scathingly. Thus, many officers have parted from political life and get
along free from criticism. Then, only after things have gone wrong,
they go to the Party committee to be criticized.
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The primary Party organizations in the People’s Army have not been
strengthened enough to control the Party life of their members and the
standard of the political organs is not so high as to independently
organize and guide work in the direction indicated by the Party. In this
light the present organizational system of the Party is inconsistent with
the actual conditions. Herein lies one of the main causes of the poor
showing of Party political work in the People’s Army.

In order to strengthen this work, the system of Party committee
should be introduced throughout the People’s Army.

The Party Committee of the People’s Army should be instituted for
the whole army, which should work under the direction of the
Presidium of the Party Central Committee, and Party committees
should be set up respectively in corps, divisions and regiments. And it
will be a good decision to institute primary Party committees in
battalions and primary Party organizations in companies.

Party committees should be properly composed with Party activists.
They should not be formed with a small number of persons but
comprise many people so as to ensure collective leadership.

It is advisable that the Party Committee of the People’s Army
includes people from armies, corps and the General Political Bureau,
political workers and military cadres. The Party committee of the
regiment should unfailingly have its commander and political deputy
commander among its members.

In the past they were not included. This was wrong. How could they
work without knowing the activities of the Party committee? If the
commander is not on the regimental Party committee, he may organize
work without considering the plan of the committee. Then the plan will
become futile. Therefore, the Party committee should include the
senior cadres of the unit in its membership in all events.

The Party committee can be headed by the political department
chief or the commander of the unit according to their Party standing
and level.

Party committees in the People’s Army should perform two kinds
of functions.
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First, they should direct the activities of the political organs.

To take an example, if the Party Central Committee has issued a
decision on stepping up the struggle against counter-revolutionaries,
the Chief of the General Political Bureau should not arbitrarily give
instructions as he used to do before, but, to begin with, the Party
Committee of the People’s Army should collectively discuss measures
to carry it out. After a decision is reached on what measures should be
taken, the Chief of the General Political Bureau should act according to
this decision. His one and only duty is to carry out the decisions of the
Party committee.

The General Political Bureau is a department of the Party
Committee of the People’s Army. This Party committee is not a
permanent body but an elected body of leadership, and so it is the
General Political Bureau that should carry out its decisions. To sum up,
from now on, the Party committee will collectively discuss and take
measures for anything, whereas formerly the Chief of the General
Political Bureau bossed the show acting on his own discretion. The
Party committee will also collectively supervise and control the
activities of the lower units. Besides, criticism will be made on the
work of the General Political Bureau at meetings of the Party
Committee of the People’s Army, so that this will serve as another
organ to supervise the General Political Bureau.

The Party committees of corps, divisions and regiments should also
work in the same way.

Secondly, the Party committees in the People’s Army should
strengthen guidance and control over the Party life of the cadres.

The Party committee includes military and political cadres and it
holds collective discussions on all issues such as matters concerning
cadres, their Party life and combat and political training. This means that
in the future military cadres will also take part in Party work and that all
of them will be subject to the control of the Party. If the Party committees
are properly formed with cadres as members and as such they are
regularly educated and criticized, their Party life will be improved.

In the past the chiefs of political departments of corps were under
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the control of the armies’ political departments. But they went to the
armies’ headquarters once or twice at most a month, and so the army
headquarters could not be much aware of their work and life. But if
there is the Party committee in the corps, the situation will be different.
Since the Party committee of the corps will have a good knowledge of
the Party life of the political department chief and the corps
commander, it can tighten control over them. Now the cadres will be
controlled by both the primary Party organization and the Party
committee. Then it will be possible to opportunely prevent cadres from
becoming easy-going and ideologically backward and to lead them all
to work well.

The system of Party committee in the People’s Army is a good
system to care for and protect cadres. At present the greater part of the
Party members in the People’s Army is officers. All of them joined up
when they were young and took part in many battles during the
Fatherland Liberation War going down to the Raktong River before
they retreated and came back to us enduring bitter trials. They are
precious assets of our Party; they defended the hills of our country with
their own blood. It is an important duty of Party organizations to take a
loving care of such people and educate them properly. If we leave them
alone without giving them timely education only to call them rogues
and expel them after they have committed mistakes, the People’s
Army’s precious assets of cadres will be drained. One of the main
objectives of revising the Party organizational system in the army this
time is precisely to educate the officers properly by ensuring the
participation of every one of them in Party organizational life.

Furthermore, the work of ideological education should be
strengthened among the armymen.

Availing myself of this opportunity, | would like first to mention a
few points which the Party political workers in the army and military
men should correctly understand as far as the question of strengthening
the ideological education in the People’s Army is concerned.

Before anything else, they should have a correct idea of the
revisionist sophistry which says that the People’s Army is not an army
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of our Party but an “army of the united front”.

As | told the Party conference and as | also said when 1 visited Unit
No. 324, the People’s Army has been the army of our Party ever since
its foundation. It is an army organized by our Party and striving to
carry out the revolutionary duties and tasks put forward by our Party.

Within the People’s Army there can be only Workers’ Party
organizations but no organizations of other parties. There can be no
united front in the army. The People’s Army is only subject to the
leadership of the Workers’ Party of Korea. The Workers’ Party of
Korea led the people’s democratic revolution in our country and is
leading the socialist revolution. The People’s Army is an armed force
to guarantee the achievement of the revolutionary cause led by the
Workers’ Party of Korea. This cannot be changed at any time.

Indeed, the concrete fighting tasks of the People’s Army can
change according to the Party’s policy of struggle in every period. But
the fact that the People’s Army belongs to our Party is unchangeable.
We can never stand back from the principle that the People’s Army can
only act under the leadership of our Party at all times.

Itis an insult to our Party to say that the People’s Army is an “army
of the united front”. This is intended to make our People’s Army fall
back from the class struggle, turn it into an impotent one torn away
from the leadership of the Party and disarm our Party.

Today our people’s government is staunch and our revolution is
vigorously forging ahead because our Party, which leads the Korean
revolution, has its own army, the People’s Army.

Those who try to separate the People’s Army from the Party’s
leadership are all anti-Party, counter-revolutionary elements. Their
aim is to prevent our Party from carrying out its revolutionary tasks
and spoil our revolution. We should resolutely combat all manner of
ideological tendencies and manoeuvres to sever the People’s Army
from our Party.

Let’s proceed. You should have a correct understanding of the issue
of inheriting the revolutionary traditions of the anti-Japanese armed
struggle.
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The anti-Party factionalists denied these traditions, but what is
wrong if our Party inherits them? If there are no traditions of struggle
worthy of inheriting in the history of our people, who were subjected to
the colonial rule of Japanese imperialism for a long time, it would be a
great shame. We will profit nothing by saying that the Korean people
remained quiet to see their country robbed by the Japanese imperialist
aggressors when all the other peoples who fell prey to imperialist
aggression waged a struggle for liberation. We, however, have the
glorious traditions of the anti-Japanese armed struggle. If we boast of
traditions of struggle when we have none, one might say we are unjust.
But there will be nothing wrong if we give prominence to our actual
traditions.

In other countries they made the bourgeois revolution long ago and
followed the path of capitalist development. But in our country things
did not go that way. | always feel chagrined at this. In China people
like Kang Youwei and Liang Qichao conducted the bourgeois
reformation movement. In our country we could say that Kim Ok Gyun
started a similar movement. But some scholars labelled him as a
pro-Japanese element without making a deep study. It is a common
knowledge that Japan was the first to embark on the road of capitalist
development in the East. So, Kim Ok Gyun thought to enlighten our
country by availing himself of capitalist Japan. In the meantime our
country was invaded by Japan, so he was eventually stigmatized as a
pro-Japanese element. | think the question whether he was a
pro-Japanese or not needs further study.

Our country had no capitalist reform to speak of. But under the
influence of the October Socialist Revolution the communist
movement developed as fast as it did in other countries. In its early
stage the communist movement in our country undoubtedly had a basic
drawback, which was the appearance of factions in its ranks. Owing to
the manoeuvres of the factionalists, the Communist Party was
disrupted and the revolutionary movement was seriously impeded.

But when with the turn of the 1930s the Japanese imperialists
intensified suppression by arms, the true communists of Korea never
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yielded but took up arms and launched a guerrilla struggle against
Japanese imperialism. This is a very glorious fact for our people.

The anti-Japanese armed struggle was waged under the leadership
of the Korean communists and the Anti-Japanese Guerrilla Army was
a revolutionary armed force of the Korean people formed of workers
and peasants. The Anti-Japanese Guerrilla Army fought for the
purpose of defeating Japanese imperialism, of achieving national
independence, establishing a people’s government in the liberated
country, confiscating the estates of the landlords and dividing them
among the peasants, and introducing an eight-hour day for the workers.
From the start of its struggle the guerrilla army strengthened
internationalist ties with the Soviet and Chinese peoples and defended
the Soviet Union with arms. The Chinese highly appreciate the fact
that the Korean communists gave help in the Chinese revolution by
waging the anti-Japanese armed struggle.

The heroic anti-Japanese armed struggle waged by the Korean
communists for the liberation of the homeland and the development of
the international communist movement has earned high praises even
internationally. Then why should the Koreans negate this struggle
rather than be proud of it? If one has no ulterior motive, no one will be
able to deny the traditions of the anti-Japanese armed struggle. A
Marxist-Leninist revolutionary army, the Anti-Japanese Guerrilla
Army, is beyond comparison with the “Independence Army”, the
“Righteous Volunteers Corps” or the “Volunteers Army”.

Our People’s Army is an army which has inherited the
revolutionary traditions of the glorious Anti-Japanese Guerrilla Army
that had waged an unyielding struggle for 15 long years. During the
anti-Japanese armed struggle, we already had the intention to set up a
truly people’s army with anti-Japanese guerrillas as its backbone after
liberating the homeland. Founding the People’s Army after liberation,
we proclaimed that it was to continue the brilliant traditions of the
Anti-Japanese Guerrilla Army.

In the Anti-Japanese Guerrilla Army the commanders and men
starved together and slept together by the campfire, and when a man
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was wounded, the commander would carry him on his back while
fighting. The guerrillas always loved the people and fought the battles
by relying on them. Like this, the superiors and the subordinates loved
each other as flesh and blood and they fought in firm unity with the
people. What is wrong if our People’s Army takes over such fine
traditions of the Anti-Japanese Guerrilla Army?

By inheriting the traditions of the Anti-Japanese Guerrilla Army we
never mean that only those who participated in the anti-Japanese
armed struggle should become cadres in the People’s Army. Of course
they formed the backbone of the People’s Army when it was
organized. But no matter whether there are many of them in it or not, it
should continue the revolutionary traditions of the anti-Japanese armed
struggle. Of paramount importance in inheriting these traditions is to
take over the inflexible fighting spirit of the Anti-Japanese Guerrilla
Army.

During the Fatherland Liberation War when they waged a hard
struggle against the US imperialists, our People’s Army men fought
valiantly with strong confidence, saying: In the past, the anti-Japanese
guerrillas fought and defeated the formidable enemy Japanese
imperialism in spite of having no rear to fall back on and getting no
supply of munitions, and so how cannot we, the People’s Army men,
beat US imperialism today when we have modern weapons such as
guns and machine guns and large troops? Where did they get this
revolutionary spirit from? It was precisely the fighting spirit of the
anti-Japanese guerrillas that they had inherited.

Because the People’s Army had taken over the traditions of the
Anti-Japanese Guerrilla Army, they were able to win the three-year
war against the US imperialist aggressors, and it was possible that
large numbers of fine cadres were fostered in the course of the
Fatherland Liberation War. Thus, the People’s Army that came up
from the roots of the Anti-Japanese Guerrilla Army has grown into a
huge force hundreds of thousands strong. Furthermore, it has become a
powerful army with the fine experience of winning the battle against
US imperialism.
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The People’s Army should thoroughly inherit the revolutionary
traditions of the Anti-Japanese Guerrilla Army and make good use of
the precious experiences gained in the Fatherland Liberation War
against US imperialism.

An important issue in Party political work in the People’s Army is
to clear away dogmatism in the education of the armymen.

Dogmatism should be rejected in military education.

This never means that you should ignore such things as military
symbols commonly used in socialist countries or that you should not
accept the advanced military science and technology of other
countries. Since US-led imperialism is a common enemy of the
socialist countries, the latter’s armies may one day have to fight
together against imperialism in time of emergency. It is therefore
necessary to ensure unity of military efforts among them. For example,
it will be good to unify the military symbols, so that our maps can be
immediately understood by people of other countries and vice versa.
There is no need to make our military symbols different from those of
the Soviet Union or China. It will also be convenient to make weapons
in such a way that the socialist countries can use the same ammunition.
It is not dogmatism to unify military symbols or the specifications of
weapons with other countries.

We should also learn the advanced military science and technology
of other countries.

What we object to is to accept the tactics, military manuals and the
like of other countries as they are. If you fully imitate others in military
training without taking our country’s specific features into
consideration, then this becomes dogmatism. In a country which is not
hilly, shooting regulations applicable to flatland will answer the
purpose. But in our mountainous country these will not be sufficient.
We should also have regulations of shooting downward from
mountaintops and shooting upward from the foot of mountains.
Moreover, we should not mechanically copy the organizational
schemes of units from other countries. The composition of the artillery
of some country includes a large number of direct-firing guns because
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flatland gunnery is predominant there, but we should have many
high-angle guns in our country because our country is mountainous.

The actual conditions of one’s own country should naturally be
taken into account in matters concerning the organizational schemes of
units, training and military tactics. In military education we should
properly ensure unity of military efforts between the socialist countries
and, at the same time, should be thoroughly awake to the specific
features of our country.

In the political education of the armymen, too, dogmatism should
be entirely rejected.

Needless to say, we should teach them the general principles of
Marxism-Leninism. Thus, all of them should be equipped closely with
the Marxist-Leninist outlook on the world. But as far as the application
of the general principles of Marxism-Leninism to the Korean
revolution is concerned, you should learn it from our Party’s history
and from its line and policy. It is good to learn those principles and
refer to the experiences of other countries, but it won’t do to wholly
swallow them.

I have heard that once our armymen had lectures and took part in a
debate on some question of economic theory fussed about in other
countries. What is the need of such a theory to our army? Instead of
giving lectures on that kind of thing to the People’s Army men, you
should better tell them on the development of our agriculture and how
our people are carrying on the economic construction.

As for the orientation of political education in the People’s Army,
the Party had already clarified it long ago. Political organs and workers
in the People’s Army should further strengthen the ideological
education of the armymen in line with that orientation.

An important thing in political education in the army is to imbue all
the men and officers deeply with the idea of socialist patriotism.

Today the bitterest enemy of our people is the US imperialists who
are occupying south Korea and their accomplices—landlords,
comprador capitalists and reactionary bureaucrats. Accordingly, an
important present task of the Korean revolution is to push out the US
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imperialists from south Korea and destroy the landlords, comprador
capitalists and reactionary bureaucrats and their “government”. The
greatest motive power of the Korean revolution is the socialist force in
north Korea. Without accomplishing the socialist revolution as soon as
possible and building up and firmly defending the socialist force in
every way in the northern half of Korea, it is impossible to obtain
nationwide victory for the Korean revolution. Therefore, education in
socialist patriotism should be strengthened in the People’s Army, so
that all its men and officers grow up to be ardent revolutionaries who
dedicate their lives to the struggle against US imperialism, the sworn
enemy of the Korean people, and its lackeys, in defence of our socialist
system.

In order to deeply instill the spirit of socialist patriotism in the
armymen, they should be immediately informed about the Party’s line
and policy put forward in each period.

Unless they are aware of the Party’s line and policy, the armymen
cannot implement them fully, nor can they resolutely struggle to
defend them. Nowadays, however, even when the Party Central
Committee has adopted a resolution, it is not studied and no correct
measures are taken to implement it in the People’s Army. In many
cases the resolution is substituted by a directive of the Chief of the
General Political Bureau. As a result, the armymen do not have a clear
idea of the resolution. This is a serious mistake. In the People’s Army,
the same as in other sectors, resolutions of the Party Central
Committee should be deeply studied and appropriate measures should
be taken to carry them out.

True, some of the resolutions of the Party Central Committee may
not directly concern the People’s Army. But in the army all resolutions
of the Party should be studied without exception and measures should
be taken to carry them out.

The resolution regarding the ensurance of spring sowing in season,
for instance, has little to do with military affairs. But since the People’s
Army is responsible for the protection of the people’s labour against
the enemy’s encroachment, the armymen should be informed of the
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Party’s wishes at the moment.

Let me take the resolution of the Plenary Meeting of December
1956 for another instance. The gist of this resolution is to increase
production and to practise economy. Therefore, the armymen should
be encouraged to economize more and live simply in material terms in
support of the resolution.

The policy of the Party on agricultural cooperativization should
also be made known to the armymen. Only then can they understand
how our Party is carrying on socialist transformation in the countryside
and what changes are taking place in the rural class relations and in
agriculture. At present some armymen are not fully aware of the
advantages of the cooperative farming system because the policy of the
Party has not been correctly explained to them.

The socialist cooperative movement now under way in the
countryside is a bitter class struggle. With the progress of agricultural
cooperativization the class struggle is getting more fierce. There is no
telling if the class struggle going on in the countryside will not exert
influence on the army. The People’s Army is not isolated from society,
and so it may undergo the influence of the class struggle. The influence
of some quarters inimical to agricultural cooperativization may
infiltrate the units and also the influence of some shady merchants in
urban communities may find its way into them to do harm. It is
therefore necessary to guard against this and to educate the armymen
properly on our Party’s cooperativization policy. Thus, all armymen
should be induced to make a firm resolve to defend the socialist system
to the end with their lives.

Furthermore, a positive struggle should be waged to strengthen the
comradely unity of the army cadres and to firmly unite all armymen
around the Party Central Committee.

Mutual love and unity of cadres as comrades are of great
importance. The cadres of the People’s Army are all
comrades-in-arms, they have been partners in battle. There is nothing
that prevents them from uniting.

Our unity should be a principled unity and a unity of thought. When
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we say that comrades-in-arms should love and help each other, we
never mean that they should not criticize but connive at or temporize
with faults. If one truly loves a comrade, one should sternly criticize
and reason with him on his mistake. Only then can true unity be forged.
Some people take criticism for reproof and are afraid of it. This is
because their daily education and training are insufficient.

A certain comrade who fought together with me in the past would
feel rather sorry if he was not criticized at a meeting. One who is
accustomed to criticism will not fear being criticized nor will be scared
at it. All cadres should be like this. True, when criticized, one may feel
uncomfortable. But justified criticism is essential for saving a faulty
person.

The Party members in the People’s Army and officers are mostly
people who fought courageously in the Fatherland Liberation War. If
we lose even a single one of them, it will be a great pity. Therefore, the
habit of admonishing and criticizing comrades for their faults on every
occasion should be established in the army. Only then can there be
principled unity between revolutionary comrades.

Our unity centres around the Party Central Committee and it is
aimed at defending the Party. If anyone should try to rally people
around himself, it is a very dangerous act. Party committees should
educate all cadres and armymen to be boundlessly loyal to the Party, so
that they are always closely united around the Party Central
Committee.

Without the Party we cannot perform any revolutionary task, and
without its centre, the mastermind of the revolution, the Party cannot
exist. We should intensify Party political work in the People’s Army
and thus firmly unite all its men and cadres around the Party Central
Committee and induce them to show the greatest loyalty to the Party
Central Committee.
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SPEECH AT THE FAREWELL MEETING
IN HONOUR OF THE HOME-GOING
CHINESE PEOPLE’S VOLUNTEERS

March 11, 1958

Dear Comrade Commander,

Dear Comrade Political Commissar,

Comrade officers and men of the heroic Chinese People’s
Volunteers,

Today the Korean people are bidding farewell to the fraternal
Chinese People’s Volunteers who were their partners through thick
and thin in the hard struggle against the US imperialist aggressor, the
common enemy of the Korean and Chinese peoples. On behalf of the
Workers’ Party of Korea, the Government of our Republic and all the
Korean people, | offer my heartfelt thanks and the greatest honour to
you who have rendered immortal services in the struggle for the
freedom and independence of the Korean people and for peace in the
East.

The Chinese People’s Volunteers came to our country to help the
Korean people in the most difficult period of our Fatherland
Liberation War against the invasion of the US imperialists and the
traitorous Syngman Rhee clique. When our People’s Army was
fighting a hard battle against a numerically superior enemy, the great
Chinese people raised high the banner of “Resist US aggression and
aid Korea, protect our homes and defend our motherland” and formed
a volunteers corps with their best sons and daughters and sent it to the
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Korean front. The entry of the Chinese People’s Volunteers into the
war served as boundless encouragement to the Korean people who
were fighting a hard battle and as a heavy blow to the enemy. Your
entry into the war decisively turned the scale of the Korean war in our
favour.

In close cooperation with the Korean People’s Army and in spite of
all difficulties, the Chinese People’s Volunteers succeeded to repulse
the enemy’s invasion and smash up its aggressive scheme. By showing
peerless heroism and courage, the People’s Army and people of Korea
and the Chinese People’s VVolunteers blew up the myth of “mightiness”
of the United States and mercilessly exposed to all the people of the
world that the US imperialist is a paper tiger.

In the Korean war, waged against the invasion of US imperialism
and its stooges, the Chinese People’s Volunteers turned out a large
number of Hero Companies and Hero Sub-Units and produced many
Hero Martyrs like Hero Yang Gensi, who showed matchless valour,
and hundreds of thousands of meritorious soldiers and model
combatants. You defended the hills of Korea with your own blood. The
mountains and rivers, grass and trees of Korea bear the marks of your
precious blood and heroic struggle. The feats performed by the
Chinese People’s Volunteers in the Korean war will glitter for ever
together with the beautiful rivers and mountains of Korea.

When not fighting, the Chinese People’s Volunteers helped our
peasants in ploughing, sowing and harvesting. They also repaired the
damaged reservoirs and embankments and rehabilitated roads and
bridges for us. Even in the fierce flames of the war, the Chinese
People’s Volunteers always tried their best to reduce the sufferings of
the Korean people and to make the future Korea more beautiful.

When, after the ceasefire, the Korean people took up the difficult
struggle to rehabilitate the cities which had been reduced to ashes, as
well as the severely destroyed farms, the Chinese People’s
Volunteers actively helped our people in the reconstruction work.
Just in the few postwar years, its soldiers dug over 806,000 metres of
waterways in aid of the irrigation projects in the countryside. Many
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fine schools, magnificent urban buildings and bridges have been
constructed by them. They have saved thousands of tons of army
provisions and given them to our peasants who are short of food
owing to the war damage.

Dear comrades,

You have scrupulously followed the instructions of the Chinese
Communist Party and Comrade Mao Zedong to take good care of
Korea’s every hill and river, every tree and grass. You have taken care
of the Korean people as if they were your real brothers. You have
regarded the sufferings of the Korean people as your own sufferings,
and you have rejoiced in their happy events as if these events happened
to you. The noble moral quality of the Chinese People’s Volunteers has
served as a model for our People’s Army and people, and your warm
love for the Korean people as well as your self-sacrificing aid moved
them boundlessly.

A relationship of warm love and mutual help has been formed
between our People’s Army and the Volunteers and between our
people on the home front and the soldiers of the Volunteers. Hero Luo
Shengjiao laid down his precious life to save a Korean child and the
peasant Pak Jae Gun stopped an enemy bullet with his own body to
save a wounded man of the Volunteers. These facts are an example of
the profound love which has grown between the Chinese People’s
Volunteers and our people. You have all taken care of our aged and
children in the same spirit as shown by Hero Luo Shengjiao and all the
Korean people have trusted and loved you as did the peasant Pak Jae
Gun.

The mountains and rivers of Korea will become more beautiful and
our people’s life will become better every day. Your warm friendship
which impressed the Korean people will be remembered for a long
time in their happy life.

Comrades, today after fulfilling your sublime duties you are
returning to your home carrying with you the love, respect and honour
accorded to you by the Korean people. Our people are very sad to see
you leaving.
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The Chinese People’s Volunteers is withdrawing from Korea in
accordance with the joint statement of the Korean and Chinese
Governments signed on February 19. The People’s Republic of China
has consistently made sincere efforts to peacefully solve the Korean
issue and preserve a lasting peace in the East. The withdrawal of the
Chinese People’s Volunteers is yet another proof of such efforts and it
is an important step for further promoting the peaceful reunification of
our country.

The US imperialist is the criminal who is obstructing the peaceful
reunification of the Korean people and disturbing peace in the East. As
long as the US imperialist stays on in Korea, the peaceful reunification
of Korea cannot be achieved and a lasting peace in the Far East cannot
be expected. Today it is introducing atomic weapons and rockets into
south Korea, turning it into an atomic base of the United States. This
act of the US imperialist further aggravates the tensions in Korea and
threatens peace in Asia.

US imperialism is extremely devastating the economy of south
Korea and it is driving the south Korean people into a morass of hunger
and poverty. The US imperialist and the traitorous clique of Syngman
Rhee have established a fascist ruling system of terror in south Korea
and are cruelly suppressing the struggle of the south Korean people for
freedom and independence. US imperialism’s occupation of south
Korea is the main cause of all sufferings and misery of the Korean
people.

All the Korean people repudiate the occupation of south Korea by
US imperialism and strongly demand the withdrawal of the US troops.
US imperialists have no justification for their occupation of south
Korea. The troops of US imperialism and its vassal states must
withdraw from Korea.

The Korean people are consistently striving to peacefully reunify
the country by themselves, on a democratic basis and without any
foreign interference. For the independent and peaceful reunification
of the country the most important things are the withdrawal of US
troops of aggression from south Korea, the reduction of the armed
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forces of north and south Korea to the minimum and the preserving
of a lasting peace in Korea.

We invariably maintain that the barriers between north and south
should be removed to allow people in both parts to visit each other, that
we should cooperate with all political parties, social organizations and
individuals who long for the peaceful reunification of the country on a
democratic basis and that we should meet and hold consultations with
them. Only this will make possible the peaceful reunification of our
country. No aggressive move on the part of the US imperialist will be
able to check the advance of the Korean people towards the
reunification and independence of their country.

Today the whole situation is turning in our favour.

The united forces of the peoples of the socialist camp are
incomparably superior to the imperialist forces. In the short period
after the ceasefire, the Korean people have achieved great success in
the promotion of socialism. Last year, our total industrial output value
was 2.8 times higher than the prewar level and the grain production
also considerably surpassed the prewar level.

Our people are firmly united around the Workers’ Party of Korea
and the Government of the Republic and their political and labour
enthusiasm is running very high. Our people will reliably defend the
achievements of socialism in the northern half of Korea and stand
firm at the Eastern outpost of peace and socialism. The Korean
people will strengthen the internationalist friendship and solidarity
with the peoples of the socialist camp and finally achieve the peaceful
reunification of the country by firmly relying on the
ever-strengthening revolutionary democratic foundation of the
northern half.

Dear comrades,

The friendship and mutual cooperation of the Korean and Chinese
peoples have a long history. The unity of our two peoples has been
particularly strengthened as never before in the struggle against US
imperialism. In future, the Korean people will also strive to further
consolidate the friendship and solidarity with the fraternal people of
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China and march forward hand in hand with the Chinese people for
ever in the struggle for peace and socialism.

When you return back home, I would like you to convey the Korean
people’s warm feelings of gratitude and respect and love for the
Chinese people and for the Chinese People’s Volunteers.

We are convinced that as you have shown peerless heroism and
valour in Korea, you will also make every effort and achieve brilliant
success in the labour struggle for socialist construction in your
country.

Long live the eternal friendship and solidarity of the Korean and
Chinese peoples!
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ON THE TASKS OF THE YOUTH
IN THE BUILDING OF SOCIALISM

Speech Delivered at the National Meeting
of Young Builders of Socialism
March 19, 1958

Dear young builders of socialism,

Today our young men and women are taking part in the building of
socialism with a lofty feeling of pride and great hope.

Reared and trained by the Workers® Party of Korea our youth
always struggled courageously, in hearty response to the Party’s call,
for our people’s welfare and national prosperity both during the war
and in the postwar years.

Our splendid young people displayed unparalleled heroism and
bravery in the hard-fought Fatherland Liberation War against the
invasion of the US imperialists and the Syngman Rhee clique; they
fought at the cost of their precious lives to defend every inch of their
land, every height and accomplished feats which will go down in the
history of the country.

In order to make a beautiful and blissful land of the country they
had defended with their life’s blood, our youth displayed great labour
enthusiasm and every creative initiative in the struggle for the postwar
reconstruction of the national economy.

All the successes in the construction of our country which is
rising again from the frightful ruins of war are to be attributed to the
precious creative labour of our working youth who recognize neither
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hardship nor fatigue.

With the aim of turning our country into an advanced socialist state
with an independent industry and a developed agriculture, building
beautiful towns and villages and making our people’s life happier still,
our young men and women have made a supreme effort in the factories
and mines, in farming and fishing villages.

Our country has now laid the foundation of a splendid socialist
industry and has nearly completed socialist transformation in the rural
areas, thereby creating conditions for the building of a more beautiful,
free and happy socialist society. All this is because the youth,
dependable helpmates of our Party, stand firmly in the factories and
farm villages and on the defence line.

All the great successes achieved by our people in the postwar years
emanate from the indomitable fighting spirit of our young people.
Under our Party’s leadership, you have played the role of shock force
in the labour endeavours to create what is new.

The Central Committee of the Party highly appreciates the fact that
as true sons and daughters of our people and dependable helpmates of
our Party, our young men and women have overcome all difficulties
and trials with honour and fulfilled their assignments with credit.

On behalf of the Party Central Committee | extend my warm thanks
to all the young men and women who have always responded faithfully
to our Party’s call and are fighting heroically to carry out its policies,
and heartily congratulate the young builders of socialism.

Comrades,

In order to reunify our country peacefully, the Third Congress of
our Party put forward the revolutionary task of successfully building
socialism in the northern half of Korea, thus further developing the
politics, economy and culture of Korea and turning the democratic
base of the northern half into a decisive force to achieve national
reunification and independence.

The recent conference of the Party discussed the First Five-Year
Plan drafted in accordance with this revolutionary task.

The basic objectives of the First Five-Year Plan are to further
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strengthen the economic foundation of socialism in the northern half of
Korea and solve in the main the problems of food, clothing and
housing for the people.

During the plan we should lay the foundation for socialist
industrialization, complete the formation of agricultural cooperatives,
further strengthen the cooperative economy organizationally and
economically, and at the same time, fortify the socialist economic
sector in all fields. This is required by the law governing the economic
development in our country.

This is the only way we can further develop the productive forces,
uproot all sources of exploitation and poverty and raise the material
and cultural standards of all the people.

This is essential to eliminate the colonial backwardness of our
economy, strengthen the foundation of an independent national
economy and transform our backward agrarian country into an
advanced industrial-agricultural state.

This is also essential to hasten the peaceful reunification of our
country and lay the material basis for our people’s prosperity and
welfare in the future.

In order to carry out these historic tasks, we should continue to
adhere to the line of ensuring the priority growth of heavy industry
while at the same time developing light industry and agriculture as
outlined by our Party immediately after the ceasefire, and pay close
attention to the proper adjustment of economic construction and the
improvement of the people’s living conditions.

In the industrial sphere, we should continuously strengthen the
fuel-power bases, meet the home demands for ferrous metals, improve
the technical equipment of all branches of the national economy by
further developing the engineering industry, steadily expand the
building-materials industry to cater to the vast construction work under
way, keep developing the chemical industry concentrating on the
production of chemical fertilizers and chemical fibres, and continue to
develop heavy industry branches directly related to the people’s
livelihood. At the same time, in light industry we should steadily
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increase the production of fabrics, develop the food industry in a big
way and mount a campaign to expand the variety of daily necessities
and raise their quality.

If we reach the targets in industry, the per-capita output of major
industrial products in 1961, the last year of the Five-Year Plan, will be:
975 kWh of power; 963 kilogrammes of coal; 70.4 kilogrammes of pig
iron; 64.1 kilogrammes of chemical fertilizer; 176 kilogrammes of
cement; 18 metres of fabrics; and 62.3 kilogrammes of fish.

In agriculture the main emphasis should be on increased production
of grain while, at the same time, developing the cultivation of
industrial crops, stockbreeding, fruit growing and silkworm breeding.
For this purpose we should carry out irrigation projects and river
improvements on a wide scale to avert natural calamities, increase the
supply of fertilizer, gradually mechanize farm work, and strive to raise
the utilization of land and the per-unit-area yields by introducing
advanced methods of farming.

In this way we will endeavour to hit the target of producing 3.7-4
million tons of grain.

During the Five-Year Plan we will increase the area under irrigation
by over 190,000 hectares and protect more than 100,000 hectares of
arable land against flood damage through river improvements.
Besides, in order to consolidate the victory of socialism in the
countryside, we should transform the peasants’ consciousness along
socialist lines and push ahead vigorously with the rural cultural
revolution.

As for capital construction we have decided to make priority
investments in productive construction, while building more than
200,000 dwellings in the countryside and over 300,000 in towns. This
will be the first step towards solving the housing problem.

In the sphere of trade we will improve the supply of commaodities to
the people through an uninterrupted growth of state and cooperative
trade and ensure the complete triumph of socialist trade through an
intensified competitive struggle against individual profiteers, thus
eliminating the practice of middleman exploitation.
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In the educational and cultural spheres we will further strengthen
the training of technical cadres, so that the initial demand for
technicians will be met, and introduce compulsory junior secondary
school education.

Such are the basic objectives of national economic development
decided upon at the Party conference held a few days ago.

If we successfully carry out the huge tasks set by the Five-Year
Plan, our country will acquire the basis of an independent industry with
its heavy and light industries and a developed agriculture capable of
basically averting the damage of natural calamities.

We must, and can, accomplish these great objectives.

We have a beautiful country and a wealth of resources in the bowels
of the earth. Our people hold the reins of power and have an advanced
socialist industry and a cooperative socialist agriculture. We have a
Marxist-Leninist party seasoned in arduous struggle and a brave,
industrious and talented people led by the Party and rallied closely
around it. The peoples of the socialist camp give us positive support
and assistance in our just struggle, and peoples throughout the world
are standing by us.

We have every condition and possibility for building up our country
into a beautiful, rich and blissful land.

Our youth should devote all their energies and talents to carrying
out their assignments inspired with a great hope for the future and a
firm confidence in victory.

Comrades,

Our youth are entrusted with great responsibilities in achieving this
magnificent goal set by our Party.

I am going to dwell on some of the tasks confronting you.

First, in order to fulfil the First Five-Year Plan all our young men
and women should work more actively to carry out their assignments
in all spheres of the national economy. What we are now creating and
building by the sweat of our brows is all intended for the youth’s future
happiness and the prosperity of the generations to come.

The young people should be fearless in any work at any time, take
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the lead in the struggle to overcome hardships, and be brave in creating
the new and discarding the old as befitting future masters.

They should become the most dependable workers of our Party in
the revolutionary struggle and staunch builders of socialism.

Today no honour is greater than that of being a socialist builder, and
nothing is more worthwhile than dedicating all youthful enthusiasm,
wisdom and ability to the socialist construction of the country.

In our country the working people’s labour is not geared to the
exploiting classes’ acquisition of wealth but to their own well-being
and the prosperity of their country.

Long past is the dark age when our toiling youth were oppressed
and exploited. Today broad vistas are opened up before our young men
and women.

We should usher in a bright new age for ourselves. We have already
embarked on the road of opening up a new age. We have achieved
considerable successes so far in working out a new, socialist era. A
blissful socialist society can be built only by the creative labour of the
toiling millions.

Our youth are no longer the youth of olden times. They are all
advancing towards socialism and communism and strive to be men of a
new type with noble characters, fine builders of socialism.

The ranks of fine socialist builders have no room for old-type,
degenerate people who hate to work, live fast and do harm to the state
and society like parasites.

In order to be youth of a new type with noble socialist characters the
young people should acquire a new moral code whereby they enjoy
work and participate actively in socialist construction, carrying out
their assignments with credit. Labour tempers people, cultivates noble
moral qualities in them and remoulds their consciousness.

All our young men and women without exception should further
develop a love for labour and play an exemplary role on the labour
front of industry, agriculture and elsewhere in the national economy.

The youth represent a really great force on the labour front. Our
young people hardened in the flames of the grim war demonstrated a
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great force in the labour efforts for the postwar rehabilitation and
development of the national economy.

Many Labour Heroes and labour innovators have emerged from
among the ranks of our youth. The young people have always taken the
bull by the horns in all fields of the national economy.

As in the past, so on the labour front to fulfil the First Five-Year
Plan, too, our young men and women should be in the van and display
the full force of their enthusiasm.

When strong, vigorous and valiant youth turn out as one in the
labour effort, there is not the slightest doubt that our economic
construction of socialism will advance ever faster.

Second, the young people should master new techniques and act as
pioneers in disseminating advanced technology.

Socialist economic construction requires new techniques. The
socialist production relations have already won a decisive victory in
the urban and rural areas of our country. This fundamental change in
the economic relations demands corresponding technical innovation.

Unless the technical revolution is carried out in all fields of the
national economy, it is impossible to ensure the complete triumph of
socialism. Without abolishing the technical backwardness of our
national economy, we cannot consolidate the foundation of an
independent national economy nor convert our country into an
advanced industrial-agricultural state.

When others were carrying out the technical revolution and
building a modern industry, our forefathers indulged in telling old tales
and reciting poems, not knowing how the times were changing. That
was why our country fell behind the civilized world and, in the long
run, perished.

We should catch up as soon as possible with the technologically
advanced countries. At present the further development of industry,
agriculture and all other branches of our national economy depends
decisively on technological progress.

Without steadily improving technology through the introduction of
new techniques, we cannot guarantee a high rate of production growth
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in industry, nor solve the questions of further developing the
processing industries and increasing the variety of products and
radically improving the quality of manufactured goods.

Needless to say, in agriculture, too, we cannot gather good harvests
and further develop agriculture with backward farm machines and by
outdated methods of farming.

Technology is required everywhere. It is impossible now to take
our national economy even one step forward without new techniques.
Only when we master new techniques and introduce them extensively,
can we create new standards and develop our national economy
steadily and rapidly.

Who should take the lead in bringing about technological progress?
The youth should who are sensitive to the new and have a strong
enterprising spirit.

They should fight conservatism that hampers technological
progress in all fields of the national economy, and endeavour to
actively introduce and disseminate new techniques.

It is the sacred duty of young people to learn new techniques. Our
youth should all acquire more than one technique and master the
techniques and know-hows indispensable for carrying out their
assigned tasks.

Under Japanese imperialist rule Koreans had neither the conditions
nor the opportunity to learn techniques even if they had wanted to.
Today, however, our young men and women have every condition and
possibility for learning advanced technology just as they please if only
they themselves make the effort.

Thanks to the correct educational policy of the Party and the
Government most of our young people have the intellectual level of the
primary or junior-secondary school graduate or even higher. This
means that all of them possess the basic knowledge for learning
advanced technology.

Today large numbers of specialists, engineers and assistant
engineers educated at universities and colleges at home and abroad are
working in our factories, enterprises and rural areas. They constitute
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the main force for promoting technological progress in our national
economy and propagating advanced technical knowledge among all
the working people.

And the Party and the Government provide the working youth with
all conditions for learning techniques by widely organizing factory
technical schools, evening technical schools, correspondence-course
education, short courses and the like and strengthening the
pass-on-technique system.

The task is for our youth to learn advanced technology strenuously
by taking full advantage of all conditions and possibilities provided by
the Party and the Government.

If all the young people numbering millions acquire advanced
technology and become well versed in their jobs, they will constitute a
great force. Then, we will be able to solve all problems of socialist
economic construction more successfully, and our national economy
will progress more rapidly.

Our youth should perform this honourable task most definitely.

Third, our young people should have a strong spirit of socialist
patriotism.

Through our people’s heroic struggle under the leadership of our
Party, the building of socialism is progressing successfully in the
northern half of Korea.

The socialist economic sector has now won a decisive victory in all
fields of the national economy. The socialist system established in the
northern half of Korea provides the basis for our people’s welfare and
prosperity.

Our young men and women should hold dear the socialist gains
won by our people at the cost of sweat and blood and firmly defend
them against the enemy’s encroachment.

In particular, we are standing face to face with the enemy. The more
successfully our socialist construction progresses, the more viciously
the US imperialists occupying south Korea and the traitorous Syngman
Rhee clique, their stooge, manoeuvre to undermine the building of
socialism in the northern half.
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Our people and all the youth must always be sharply on the alert
against this manoeuvring of the enemy, combat all saboteurs and
subversive elements and give them no chance to gain a foothold.

In order to arm themselves firmly with socialist patriotism, our
young men and women should have a clear understanding of the true
nature of the exploiting system and the superiority of the socialist
system above all else.

Our youth who have grown up since liberation have no first-hand
knowledge of the cruel exploitation by the landlords and capitalists.
They must know how the landlords and capitalists exploited our
workers and peasants in the past and how cruelly US imperialist
monopoly capital and the landlords and capitalists are now exploiting
the working people in south Korea.

Socialist society is a society which does away with all forms of
exploitation for good. Herein lies the essential characteristic of the
socialist system totally different from all societies of the exploiting
classes.

In our country power is in the hands of the people and the basic
means of production, which have been socialized, are used in the
interests of all the people, while the exploiting system has been
abolished on the whole in town and countryside. We are struggling to
get rid of all exploitation for good.

The youth should understand all this clearly. Only then can they
hate the exploiting classes and exploiting system, fight bravely against
the enemies who try to restore them in our country, firmly safeguard
the socialist gains, and vigorously advance towards the complete
triumph of socialism.

Our socialist patriotism categorically negates national nihilism.

Our people and all the youth should love their country’s beautiful
rivers and mountains and their native places and strive to build them
into more beautiful and blissful places.

The young people should take over the fine cultural heritage left by
our ancestors and see that it flourishes and develops further still. They
should study our people’s long history and inherit their priceless
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revolutionary traditions. They should treasure and love everything that
is progressive in our country and enhance their sense of national pride.

Socialist patriotism has nothing in common with nationalism or
national chauvinism. Socialism is internationalistic in essence. One
cannot love one’s country unless one becomes a genuine
internationalist, and one cannot be true to proletarian internationalism
if one fails to be a staunch patriot.

The youth should endeavour to further cement friendship and unity
with the peoples of socialist states and strengthen solidarity with
progressive peoples throughout the world. Our young people should
have a stronger spirit of proletarian internationalism.

They should make a deeper study of Marxism-Leninism. No matter
where they may work or what they may specialize in, every youth
should make it their duty to study Marxism-Leninism.

Marxism-Leninism is the compass for the revolutionary struggle. It
teaches us the law of social progress and serves as an indicator to judge
everything correctly.

We study Marxism-Leninism to grasp its truths and apply it
creatively to the specific conditions of our country. It is therefore
necessary to study, along with the universal truth of
Marxism-Leninism, the concrete realities of our country and make a
deep study of the Party’s policy, the application of Marxism-Leninism
to our realities. In this way all youths will form a steadfast
Marxist-Leninist world outlook and further confirm their confidence in
the victory of our revolution.

It is an important characteristic of the youth to have high hopes for
the future and lofty ideas. Our young people should endeavour to
acquire a sound mentality and character and should not tolerate but
combat outdated customs.

All our youth should be optimistic about victory, take a bright view
of the future, and possess a noble moral quality as men of a new type.

Fourth, the youth should play the vanguard role in the struggle to
remould the thinking of all the working people along socialist lines and
to push ahead with the cultural revolution in town and country.
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At present the thinking, customs and cultural standard of our
working people lag way behind their social and economic conditions.
The mental remoulding of the working people and the cultural
revolution are major components of the socialist revolution.

The socialist economic sector has already achieved victory in our
urban and rural areas. Our working people have shaken off poverty and
their material standard is rising day by day.

Further development of our national economy demands that all the
working people raise their cultural and technical levels rapidly.
Therefore, the mental remoulding of the working people and the
cultural revolution are presented as pressing tasks before us.

In our country compulsory primary education is already in force
and compulsory junior-secondary school education is expected to be
introduced during the Five-Year Plan. Our youth should take an active
part in the preparatory work for the introduction of compulsory
junior-secondary school education.

The young men and women should endeavour to positively spread
the knowledge of advanced science and technology among broad
sections of the working people and raise their general intellectual level.
Our youth should not only make efforts to acquire the knowledge of
the secondary-school level or above in the near future, but also actively
participate in adult education so that all the working people may obtain
the knowledge of the primary- or junior-secondary-school level or
higher.

Meanwhile, the youth should lead the struggle to eradicate
everything backward remaining in the minds of the working people
and correct their old customs in town and countryside. They should
intensify socialist education among the working people, thus
eliminating the remnants of feudal and capitalist ideologies and
equipping them with the collectivist spirit of helping one another and
the spirit of valuing and taking good care of common property.

Success in doing away with all that is backward in our working
people’s way of life and customs and building up life as a whole in a
scrupulous and cultured way in towns and villages, depends chiefly on
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the zeal and efforts of the young people.

Our youth should not only be fine socialist workers but also
pacemakers in carrying out the cultural revolution in our country.

In order to carry out their honourable tasks with credit, our young
people should be physically fit.

The youth should set about improving hygienic work and public
health services in their workplaces, farm villages and at home. At the
same time, our youth should harden their bodies by actively
developing physical culture and, through this, cultivate a strong
fighting spirit. In this respect, too, we must catch up with the advanced
countries.

Comrades,

The Democratic Youth League and the young people affiliated with
it are the honourable reserves and helpmates of our Party.

As in the past, so in the future, too, all young men and women
should safeguard our Party’s unity and cohesion and resolutely
struggle against all anti-Party, counter-revolutionary factionalists.

DYL organizations should close their ranks further still, mobilize
young people to fulfil Party policy and train them to be staunch
builders of socialism. They should promote large numbers of
progressive elements in their ranks so as to constantly replenish our
Party force.

I hope that all our youth, rallied more closely around the Central
Committee of our Party, will bravely overcome all difficulties and
carry out their tasks with credit.

I am firmly convinced that our young people will uphold their high
honour as dependable helpmates of our Party and always faithfully
respond to its call.
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SPEECH OF ENCOURAGEMENT DELIVERED
AT THE INAUGURATION OF THE HUNGNAM
AMMONIUM NITRATE PLANT

April 20, 1958

Comrades,

On the occasion today of the inauguration of the Hungnam
Ammonium Nitrate Plant, which has great significance for the
development of agriculture in our country, | offer warm
congratulations and thanks, on behalf of the Central Committee of the
Workers’ Party of Korea and the Government of the Republic, to all
the workers, technicians and office employees who have participated
and worked brilliantly in its construction and in the reconditioning of
the ammonia systems of the Hungnam Fertilizer Factory and the
Pongung Chemical Factory.

In view of the importance assumed by the production of chemical
fertilizers in the solution of the food problem, which became urgent
after the war, the Party Central Committee and the Government of the
Republic decided to build a new ammonium nitrate plant here
simultaneously with the immediate reconditioning of the Hungnam
Fertilizer Factory.

When we set about the reconstruction of the fertilizer plants after
the war, we had to face a host of difficulties in our path. During the war
the enemy carried out unprecedented, brutal bombings in order to
destroy our heavy industrial centres. As a result, the heavy industrial
enterprises in the Hungnam area, the Hungnam Fertilizer Factory in
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particular, suffered indescribably cruel destruction.

But our workers, technicians and office employees worked
generously in active support of the decision of the Party and the
Government and thus not only reconditioned the Hungnam Fertilizer
Factory which had been reduced to ashes but today have built the new
Hungnam Ammonium Nitrate Plant with an annual production
capacity of 136,000 tons. As fertilizer, ammonium nitrate is 70 per cent
more effective than ammonium sulfate, and so the capacity of this
plant amounts to 230,000 tons in terms of ammonium sulfate.

This new plant is equipped with up-to-date automated production
lines and perfect labour protection arrangements. Moreover, its labour
productivity is twice as large as that of the old ammonium sulfate shop
or the nitrolime fertilizer shop.

Workers, technicians and office employees in the Hungnam area
acted as one movement with the same spirit that they had displayed in
fighting the enemy during the war and performed memorable feats in
rebuilding the chemical factories. By waging a heroic struggle in
response to the appeal of the Party Central Committee to shorten the
time of construction, the builders of the Hungnam Ammonium Nitrate
Plant have completed its construction in only two years—one year less
than originally planned.

Our working class has shown examples of mass heroism in the
reconditioning and construction of factories, and a great many labour
innovators have come forth from amongst them. The multi-skilled
worker Choe Yong Duk, the metal plate processing worker Jon Ja Ryon
and other labour innovators displayed a high degree of creative initiative
in completing the building of the granulation tower, which was
technically very difficult, two-and-a-half months ahead of time. They
also worked wonders in welding one round of steel girth in the assembly
of the absorption tower in only four days, instead of the usual rate of 15
days. Thus, they greatly contributed to accelerating the date of
commissioning the plant, saving large amounts of labour and materials.

This time, through the reconditioning and building of the chemical
works, the workers in the Hungnam area have exhibited unlimited
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loyalty to the Party and the revolution and decisively demonstrated the
indomitable fighting spirit and inexhaustible creative talent of the
Korean working class.

Not only the builders but all their families and the youth and
students in the city participated actively in the reconditioning and
construction of the chemical works in the Hungnam area. Indeed, the
reconditioning of the Hungnam Fertilizer Factory and the building of
the new ammonium nitrate plant have been carried out successfully by
the concerted labour of all the population of Hungnam, including the
heroic workers.

The Party Committee of South Hamgyong Province and the Party
organizations in Hungnam successfully ensured the reconditioning and
construction of the chemical works by actively mobilizing the workers
and citizens, thus playing a great role in the implementation of our
Party’s economic policy.

Today all the Korean people have a high esteem for the great
exploits performed by the workers and people of the Hungnam area in
the reconstruction of the fertilizer plant. Their brilliant achievements
are the pride of our working class and of all the Korean people.

After the war our Party put forward, and has been pursuing, a policy
which gives priority to the growth of heavy industry, simultaneously
with the development of light industry and agriculture. Thus, we
improved the very hard life of the people in a short space of time and
laid the foundations for the future development of the national
economy in the period of postwar reconstruction.

On the basis of the results registered in the implementation of the
Three-Year Plan, we are now undertaking the huge tasks of the First
Five-Year Plan which will open up wider horizons for the building of
socialism. By laying the basis of industrialization during the
Five-Year Plan, we would further consolidate the foundations of our
socialist economy and basically solve the problems of food, clothing
and housing. With the realization of the First Five-Year Plan, the
foundation of our independent industry would be further
strengthened and our agricultural country would turn into an
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industrial-agricultural state.

In order to execute the First Five-Year Plan successfully we
should continue to give priority to heavy industry, while at the same
time developing light industry and agriculture. We should, in
particular, concentrate our efforts on the development of those
sectors of heavy industry which are directly connected with the
people’s livelihood.

The Hungnam Ammonium Nitrate Plant we are putting into
operation today is of great importance in implementing this Party
policy. With its construction, our chemical industry finds itself in a
position to supply more fertilizer to the countryside and to render great
help to the farming population who are striving to increase food
production. This year we plan to produce 450,000 tons of chemical
fertilizer. This would exceed the prewar level of production by a big
margin.

While building the Hungnam Ammonium Nitrate Plant which is
equipped along up-to-date lines, the workers and technicians gained
experiences and techniques. These will serve as a precious asset for
ensuring success in the large-scale, complex construction work to be
undertaken for the further development of the chemical industry in the
future.

Realization of the tasks envisaged in the First Five-Year Plan for
agriculture depends largely on the development of the chemical
industry. Really important are the duties assigned to the chemical
industrial enterprises in the Hungnam area, the large chemical
industrial centre, in settling the problems of food, clothing and housing
for the people. Success in the realization of the important tasks set
before these enterprises depends on how the workers of this area strive
for it.

The achievements already registered by the workers of this area are
tremendous. But they represent no more than the initial step in the light
of the heavy duties they have to perform in the future. The workers,
technicians and office employees in this area should continue to
maintain their high revolutionary spirit and make good use of their
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techniques and experiences gained in the construction of the
ammonium nitrate plant. This is important in order to complete the
building of the superphosphate of lime plant by the first half of next
year, which should produce more than 100,000 tons of phosphatic
fertilizer annually by the end of the Five-Year Plan. When our country
starts to produce phosphatic fertilizer on its own, the qualitative
composition of our chemical fertilizers will be fundamentally
improved.

The Hungnam Fertilizer Factory and the Pongung Chemical
Factory should sharply increase their capacities for the production of
ammonium sulfate, nitrolime and ammonium chloride fertilizers by
carrying out the technical reconstruction of the pyrites boiling roaster,
the nitrolime shop and the ammonium chloride shop.

Builders in the Hungnam area should use fully all their creative
abilities in the construction of the chemical works to save materials and
manpower, to overcome technical difficulties, to accelerate their
commissioning and to start at least partial production at an early date.

Workers, technicians and office employees of the chemical works
in the Hungnam area should strive to manage their factories well, learn
new techniques quickly and raise the utilization of the equipment.
Thus, they should carry out the commendable task of producing more
than 630,000 tons of chemical fertilizer annually by the end of the
Five-Year Plan.

All the working people, including our heroic working class,
successfully carried out the assignments of the first year of the
Five-Year Plan by overcoming all difficulties and trials through an
unyielding struggle. They thus laid a solid foundation for greater
development in the future.

All our working people, who are boundlessly inspired by the
decision of the First Conference of the Workers’ Party of Korea, are
now striving to reach the magnificent goals of the Five-Year Plan full
of enthusiasm and with high political zeal. Many enterprises in the
Hungnam area exceeded their targets of increased production from the
first months of the year.
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If we exceed this year’s targets, the hardest part of the Five-Year
Plan would be over.

I firmly believe that all workers, technicians and office employees
in the Hungnam area will display high revolutionary enthusiasm and
creative activity in socialist construction and brilliantly reach or
exceed the magnificent targets of the First Five-Year Plan.

Let all of us march forward vigorously towards a new victory in
active response to the Party’s call and in firm unity around the Party
Central Committee.
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FOR THE IMPLEMENTATION
OF THE JUDICIAL POLICY
OF OUR PARTY

Speech Delivered at a National Conference of Judicial
Workers and Public Prosecutors
April 29, 1958

The present conference of judicial workers is, in my opinion, of
great significance. For the past few days, you have examined your
work and exchanged useful experience in order to improve it in future.
We are very grateful that this conference has served as an occasion for
you to further improve your work in the judicial field by rectifying
what is wrong and by continuing to do what is right.

| believe you have correctly understood, after hearing the report of
the Minister of Justice, the speech by the Procurator-General and many
other speeches at this conference, and also through a short course, what
the Party Central Committee requires of judicial workers today.

I once made a speech to the interior servicemen on this subject and |
hear you have studied it during the short course, so | will briefly refer
to only those questions which | would like to emphasize again,
avoiding repetition.

The anti-Party factional elements, who had infiltrated into our
judicial system, spread revisionist ideas by availing themselves of the
anti-Soviet, anti-communist campaign-the so-called international
trend. They did great harm to our work by exerting negative influences
upon ideologically unsteady persons. Using slogans such as “The law
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must be impartial to everyone” or “Human rights must be protected,”
the anti-Party factionalists launched an attack on the Party’s judicial
policy.

Veteran Party members, loyal to our Party, can clearly see that
these slogans contain nothing new. Our Party has always stressed that
the law must be impartial to every citizen and that it must protect
human rights. Is there anything new about this?

Why, then, did the anti-Party elements deliberately raise those
slogans in 1956 when the anti-Soviet, anti-communist campaign was
launched?

In conformity with its Rules, our Party has fought to defend the
interests of all the working masses since the first day of its founding.
Why do the masses of the people rally around our Party? Because it
struggles for their interests. The Party cannot defend the interests of the
masses alone. We must fight together with the masses of the people.
Our Party always organizes and mobilizes the masses of the people and
fights together with them for their freedom and happiness. The very
fact that our Party enjoys the support of all the people and unites with
them in the struggle shows that it is fighting in the interests of the
people.

It is the first and foremost duty of revolutionaries to protect the
people’s interests and rights. It is an elementary and fundamental duty
of communists who are engaged in revolution to defend the rights of
the people.

Has our Party ever infringed on the rights of the people or failed to
uphold them? Has our Party ever been unfair to the working masses?
Our Party can never do such things.

Originally, the slogan “The law must be impartial to everyone” was
nothing but hypocritical bourgeois propaganda, aimed at subjecting the
working people to a bourgeois law by camouflaging its class character
and deceiving them. The anti-Party factionalists came out with this
deceptive bourgeois slogan not for the good of the working masses, but
for the purpose of utilizing our law to shield those who encroach upon
the interests of the working masses. This assertion of the anti-Party
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factionalists is totally alien to the class position of our law, and is
designed to protect the landlords and capitalists by disregarding the
functions of the proletarian dictatorship of our people’s government.
This is quite contrary to what our Party wants.

We regret that some of our judicial workers did not stay on the alert
against such an assertion by the anti-Party factionalists, but blindly
followed them.

We must absolutely reject such a reactionary argument which
protects the interests of the landlords and the bourgeoisie.

As you well know, our Party advocates and demands the exercise of
control over the landlords and capitalists, and the positive protection of
the rights of the workers, peasants and other working people.

Immediately after liberation, we took away the right to vote or to be
elected from pro-Japanese elements and confiscated the land of
landlords and distributed it to the peasants. We deprived those vicious
reactionaries, who negated and opposed our state power, of all rights.
Did we do the right thing? Of course, we did. Why, then, did the
anti-Party factionalists insist on restoring the rights to such
counter-revolutionaries? In the final analysis, we can only conclude
that they intended to restore the system of the landlords and capitalists.
We can regard this as an expression of revisionism in our country. It
can also be regarded as the argument of spokesmen for the landlords
and capitalists who seek to restore the capitalist system in our country.
How, then, can our Party members accept such an argument?

Taking advantage of this opportunity today, | must emphasize once
again that our judicial organs are a weapon for carrying out the
functions of the dictatorship of the proletariat.

Today, there are two kinds of dictatorship in our era. One is the
dictatorship of the bourgeoisie and the other is the dictatorship of the
proletariat.

The dictatorship of the bourgeoisie performs the functions of
stifling the interests of the workers, peasants and other working people
and of depriving them of their freedom in order to safeguard the
interests of the landlord and capitalist classes. Thus, the dictatorship of
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the bourgeoisie is one exercised over the workers and peasants, and it
guarantees democracy to the landlords and capitalists. Directly
opposed to the dictatorship of the bourgeoisie, the dictatorship of the
proletariat, established in the Soviet Union and other countries after the
October Revolution, protects the interests of the workers and peasants
and negates the interests of the landlords and capitalists. The
dictatorship of the proletariat is one exercised over the landlords and
capitalists, and it guarantees democracy to the working masses,
including the workers and peasants. The bourgeois dictatorship is
necessary for the capitalist system, and the proletarian dictatorship, for
the socialist system.

Some people seem to think that the people’s democratic
dictatorship in our country is not a dictatorship of the proletariat but
some sort of intermediate dictatorship between that of the proletariat
and that of the bourgeoisie, and they wrongly believe that since our
government is based on a united front, our people’s power does not
belong to the category of the dictatorship of the proletariat. That is
wrong. The present people’s democratic government in our country
does belong to the category of the dictatorship of the proletariat. We
are now building socialism. The power that builds socialism must be,
in essence, the dictatorship of the proletariat.

Our people’s power champions the interests of the working masses
with the working class of our country as their core, and serves them as
a powerful weapon in socialist construction. Among those who
participate in our people’s government are men of capitalist origin, and
there are cases in which some of them even hold important
authoritative positions. However, all of them accept the socialist
revolution and are working for socialist construction together with the
working class. Of the people who served the bourgeoisie in the past,
only those who wish to serve the working class and fight for the
working people today are allowed to participate in our people’s
government.

It is true that our state power is based on a united front of the broad
sectors of the people, including the workers and peasants. However, it
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is in essence a united front of the masses of the people who support
socialism. Today, we maintain a united front with friendly parties, such
as the Chongu Party and the Democratic Party. This is because all
these friendly parties want socialism. As we are now building
socialism in the northern half, we cannot, under any circumstances,
form a united front with those who oppose and obstruct socialism.

In the southern half today, the task of the anti-imperialist,
anti-feudal democratic revolution is still under way and, therefore, the
task of socialist revolution has not yet been posed. For the peaceful
reunification of the country, we must form a united front not only with
those people in the southern half who support socialism, but also with
all patriotic forces and social organizations that oppose US
imperialism and the Syngman Rhee clique and support the country’s
independence and democratic reforms. But this by no means implies
that to form a united front we should give up the socialism which we
are building in the northern half. If the national bourgeoisie in south
Korea were to declare their willingness to join us in a united front on
condition that we give up socialist construction, we could not form a
united front with them. Forming a united front with the people of
different classes and sectors in the southern half does not mean that we
would abandon the socialist revolution; on the contrary, it aims at
paving the way for carrying out our objective of building socialism
throughout the nation by achieving the reunification of the country.

It is US imperialism and its lackeys—the landlords and comprador
capitalists—who oppose the reunification of our country. That is why in
order to reunify the country we maintain, above all, the formation of a
popular united front rallying around it all the forces which oppose US
imperialism and its lackeys, the traitorous clique, and which want
reunification.

We consistently maintain that the reunification of the country
should be accomplished through peaceful means and on a democratic
basis. By a democratic basis we mean that communists should also
have a free hand to vindicate their claims. When conditions are created
for us to freely address the people in south Korea, we should, first of
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all, propose the introduction of an eight-hour working day and the
distribution of land among the peasants. We should demand the
withdrawal of the foreign imperialists from Korea and call for the
abolition of the arbitrary domination of aggressors’ capital, the
landlords and the comprador capitalists, the protection of national
industry, and the guarantee of full democratic rights for the masses of
the people, including the workers and peasants. In short, we must fully
convince the people in the southern half that reunification can be
realized peacefully in their own interest, only when the forces of
foreign imperialism are driven out of the southern half, when the
working people are freed from exploitation and oppression by the
landlords and comprador capitalists and when they are guaranteed all
democratic rights.

After all, peaceful reunification is possible only when based on
principles conforming with the interests of the workers, the peasants
and the rest of the working masses. Therefore, peaceful reunification
does not mean that we will abandon the socialism we have already
built or renounce our objective of building socialism in the southern
half after reunification.

In future, the southern half, like the northern half, will also follow
the path of socialism. This is the inevitable process of social
development. However, the question that we must immediately solve
is the question of the country’s reunification. Therefore, it is important
to form a united front with broad democratic forces including even the
non-comprador capitalists in the southern half.

In the northern half, we have already carried out the task of the
anti-imperialist, anti-feudal democratic revolution and are now
building socialism. We formed a united front when we were carrying
out the task of the anti-imperialist, anti-feudal democratic revolution in
the northern half, and it still exists today when we are building
socialism. It is a united front which always safeguards the interests of
the people.

The united front for the socialist revolution in the northern half
embraces not only the workers and peasants, but the masses of the
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people. This is because socialism represents the greatest patriotism and
corresponds to the interests of the majority of people. This is because
only under the socialist system can all the people lead a better life and
enjoy freedom and happiness.

We maintain a united front with all the political parties and social
organizations which want to cooperate with us in socialist
construction. Therefore, it can be said that our government is based on
a united front. However, the question is which class leads the united
front. If the united front is led by the bourgeoisie, then a government
based on that united front is one of the dictatorship of the bourgeoisie.

It is wrong to think that our people’s government cannot be one of
the dictatorship of the proletariat because it is now based on a united
front. Essentially, our government can only be one of the proletarian
dictatorship, because it is based on the united front of different classes
and sectors that support socialism under the leadership of the working
class.

| say this because you have a tendency, for reasons related to the
united front, to acquit even criminals deserving punishment, for fear
that the united front would be disrupted. We need the united front to
build socialism. How, then, can you say you have done the right thing
if, fearing the disruption of the united front, you failed to punish those
who oppose socialism? We should neither form a united front with
those who oppose socialism, nor give these people impartial treatment.
This does not mean that you should indiscriminately oppose the
landlords and capitalists merely for what they are. We suppress them
only because they oppose socialism.

We deprived the landlords of their land through an agrarian reform,
but we moved them to other districts and gave them some land. When
the landlords cease to collect farm rent as they did in the past and
instead earn their living by their own efforts, they will be entitled to
live as citizens. If the landlords who gave up their land continue to
support the laws of our country and do not oppose our revolution, we
must treat them fairly. But if they plan to revive the landlord-capitalist
system, saying, “You took my land. You’ll pay for that! I’ll overthrow
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your system!” then we are obliged to suppress them. Our society has
nothing to share with such counter-revolutionary elements.

The same can be said for merchants. We do not forbid them to take
part in trade activities, nor do we reject them outrightly. But we
demand that, in doing business, they should not become rapacious
profiteers, violating the country’s laws and cheating the people. They
must not deal in such things as rice, which is prohibited by the state,
and must not violate state price regulations. Violators should be
punished according to the law, and dictatorship should be exercised
against them. However, if they reform along socialist lines by joining
cooperatives or do fair business, without violating the laws of the state,
they will all be regarded as citizens of our country. We should treat
such people fairly and protect them as well.

You should not think that, simply because other parties such as the
Chongu Party and the Democratic Party participate in it, our state
power is one which compromises with the landlords and capitalists. As
a matter of fact, the members of the Chongu Party and the Democratic
Party are not necessarily landlords or capitalists. They may have
belonged to the landlord or capitalist class in the past, but at present
they no longer collect rent, nor do they run their own factories and
exploit workers. That is a thing of the past. Today they all oppose
exploitation and support socialist construction. Therefore, building of
socialism hand in hand with them does not mean that our state power
makes compromises with the landlords and capitalists.

Only those who support socialism, regardless of their past actions,
can take part in our government; only those who support socialism are
allowed to do so.

When it comes to the interests of the socialist revolution, our
government does not make the least concession. It is specifically for
the victory of the socialist revolution that our people’s government
defends socialist gains and wages an uncompromising struggle against
all counter-revolutionary elements and wrong ideas that go against the
socialist revolution and obstruct it. In particular, it exercises strict
dictatorship against all the counter-revolutionary elements who are
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attempting to revive capitalism.

Itis, therefore, perfectly clear that our people’s government, though
based on a united front, is in essence the power of the dictatorship of
the proletariat, because it resolutely fights in the interests of the
socialist revolution.

Now, let me say something about the law. Some comrades insisted
that they should obey only the law, but the question is: on what class
interests is the law based, and from what standpoint should we
interpret and enforce the law?

Law is not unchangeable. No law has been immune to change or
applicable and effective like a panacea at any time and in any place. It
is wrong to think of the law as if it had come down from Heaven,
separating it from the socio-economic or the political system, or to
consider that it should remain unchanged for long years once it is made
by someone.

Law reflects the socio-economic system and is an expression of
politics. There can be no law that is separated from a socio-economic
system and from class struggle. When the socio-economic system and
the content of the class struggle change, how can the law, which is their
reflection, remain unchanged? We have, therefore, repeatedly advised
those who boast of knowing Japanese law not to do so. Those
comrades who studied Japanese law in the past are accustomed to say
with an air of legal authority: “Do you know how long I have studied
law?”

Well, what kind of law was Japanese law? It was a law that served
the Japanese Emperor, Japanese imperialism and Japanese
militarism, a law that protected the interests of the Japanese
landlords and capitalists, and permitted the oppression and
exploitation of the Japanese working people. It was also a law that
served to defend the imperialist policy of colonial slavery, to oppress
and plunder small and weak nations. Japanese law was a weapon for
the Japanese imperialists in oppressing and exploiting the Korean
people. Is it not true that numerous patriots who had fought for
Korea’s freedom and independence had been shot or imprisoned on
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charges of violating the Japanese law? Amongst you, there are many
comrades who were imprisoned by the Japanese imperialists. Even
those who merely criticized the landlords and capitalists were
accused of violating Japanese law and thrown into prison. Whom,
then, did this law protect? From the class point of view, it was a law
that oppressed the working people and protected the interests of the
landlords and capitalists; and from the national point of view, it was
a law that protected Japanese militarism and oppressed the Korean
nation.

Let us suppose that you also know a little about the old law of the Ri
dynasty. This was also a law that protected the feudal rulers of the Ri
dynasty and not, in any way, the interests of the working people.

When the socio-economic system and the content of the political
struggle between classes change, the law inevitably changes as well.

What kind of law do we need today? Today we live under a socialist
system, and under a people’s government which fights the
counter-revolutionary resistance of the landlords and capitalists so that
the masses of the people, including the workers and peasants, may
build socialism. Accordingly, it is clear that our law must be a weapon
for safeguarding our socialist system and gains, and a weapon of the
dictatorship of the proletariat.

However, when he was Chief of the Judicial Bureau, Choe Yong
Dal boasted of his career, writing in his curriculum vitae that he had
graduated from a law school and then finished his legal studies at the
law department of a university. So we told him, “The worthless law
you claim to know may prove useful for a few technical terms which
we might decide to adopt, or for studying the history of Japanese law,
but it has nothing common at all with our law under the people’s
democratic government.” You may find in our laws and regulations
some phrases that are literally translated from Japanese law under the
influence of such people. You must re-examine our laws and
regulations from this angle. By this | do not mean, of course, that those
who studied law during Japanese rule are to be left out of work in our
judiciary system today. You should not take it that way, because
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people change constantly. What | stress is that you should not blindly
adopt laws which are incompatible with our socio-economic system
and our class position.

Ours is the law of a socialist society, the law of our state power
which exercises the functions of the dictatorship of the proletariat.
Therefore, our law is fundamentally different from and directly
opposed to the Japanese imperialist law before the August 15
liberation, the law of the Japanese imperialist machine of colonial rule
which oppressed our nation and exploited our workers and peasants.

It is important for the judicial workers to wipe out the ideological
remnants of outdated law, that is, the ideological traces of Japanese
imperialist law. According to the report made by the Minister of
Justice, the anti-Party factionalists clamoured for “humanism”,
“democracy”, etc., repeating the slogans which were aimed at
deceiving our working people in the days of Japanese imperialism.
Such remnants of obsolete ideology must be promptly eliminated.

If Japanese judges were sympathetic people, why did they murder
so many Koreans and plunder the enormous wealth of Korea? That
kind of concept shows the old ideology of bourgeois law, an ideology
incapable of comprehending the class character of law. It is a very
absurd and dangerous tendency to separate law from its class basis and
from the social and political system.

We must struggle against those who, under the excuse of just
obeying the law, think that they could ignore the Party or the state
power. For example, Hwang Se Hwan, former President of the
Supreme Court, did not go to the Party but only to the Presidium of the
Supreme People’s Assembly to see Kim Tu Bong in the last days of his
career. Probably, he thought that he was under the jurisdiction of the
People’s Assembly alone, as the Supreme Court is elected by it. But
who leads the people and guides the assembly? It is our Party.

It is quite right for lawyers to call for more strict observance of the
law. Our Party has always urged this. It is a good thing to urge
obedience to the law